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''THE ENCAMPMENT DURING THE
PULLMAN STRIKE IN SACRAMENTO''
FREDERICK JAY LEWIS

Through the years since its construction, California's capitol has served as the focal point for
many activities in the state's history. Few events, however, were as dramatic as that depicted
in our cover painting. In June 1894 workers at the Pullman factory in Illinois, manufacturers
of the Pullman sleeping car, went on strike to protest a wage cut. A sympathy walkout was
ordered by the American Railway Union, and the strike rapidly spread throughout California. The effect was paralyzing - food rotted in the heat of summer, mail sacks piled high,
travelers were stranded. Following riots and other disturbances between strikers and U.S.
marshals in Sacramento, the governor called in the National Guard and requested federal
troop assistance as well. By July n, 1894, more than eight hundred regular army troops and
an equal number of National Guardsmen were bivouacked in Capitol Park .
Initially public sympathy lay with the strikers; however, as the embargo continued and
losses to the business community mounted, popular sentiment turned from the cause of
labor to that of management. By July 17, 1894, with the help of federal troops, rail traffic was
once again moving through Sacramento.
Frederick Jay Lewis, 1838-1910, was born in Vermont but emigrated to California around
1855 and spent the last 45 years of his life in Sacramento. Apparently an amateur painter,
Lewis is known to have produced only three other works. "The Encampment During the
Pullman Strike in Sacramento'' is currently in the collection of the Crocker Art Museum of
· Sacramento, through whose courtesy it is reproduced.
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Calzfornia State Capitol, Sacramento, as it appeared on September 9, r885, during
the Electric Carnival. Initial construction ofthis historic buzlding began in r86o, but
completion was delayed for more than a decade due to floods, disputes and supply
shortages caused by the Civzl War. Although the governor and other state officials
moved into the structure November 26, r869, followed by the legislature on
December 6, work was not fully completed untzl February 8, 1874· The total cost
was a then-staggering $2,6oo,ooo.
The Pacific Historian salutes this unique historic structure which once again
opened to the public in january, 1982,/ollowing a six-year restoration project ofunprecedented proportions.
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JAPANESE RELOCATION AND REDRESS
IN NORTH AMERICA:
A Comparative View
ROGER DANIELS

Forty years ago the governments of both great North American democracies executed
their separate but similar plans for incarcerating their tiny minorities of Japanese origin:
just over ns ,ooo persons in the continental United States and fewer than 2.5 ,ooo in
Canada. There is a large and growing literature devoted to what happened in each country, but very little has been published of a comparative nature . 1 I am going to make the
comparison in a very schematic and abbreviated way and then sketch, equally roughly,
the comparative rehabilitation and steps taken toward a kind of redress in each country
since the Great Pacific War.
On either side of the 49th parallel Japanese immigrants, or Issei, began to arrive in
the latter part of the nineteenth century. In each country they followed Chinese as
migrants from Asia and they settled almost exclusively in the farms, villages and cities of
the Pacific coastal plain: by the census years of 1940-41 more than 88 percent ofJapanese
Americans lived in California, Washington and Oregon, while more than 95 percent of
Japanese Canadians lived in British Columbia. In neither nation was the incidence of persons of Japanese ethnicity high: they represented fewer than one tenth of one percent
(.om) of the total population in each country and even on the West Coast their incidence
was low: 1. 2. percent of the three American states' population and 2.. 7 percent of the
Canadian province's . In each country Japanese had inherited already developed prejudices against Chinese, and these prejudices were exacerbated by the growing strength
Roger Daniels is Professor of History at the University of Cincinnati and an expert in the field of
japanese relocation studies. Among his many works on the subject are such publications as The Decision to Relocate the Japanese Americans, Concentration Camps USA : Japanese Americans and World
War II and numerous shorter articles in popular and scholarly journals.
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and aggressiveness of the Japanese Empire. Nativist anti-Japanese sentiments and
movements flourished on both sides of the border and the rhetoric of leaders such as
V.S. McClatchy of Sacramento and Miller Freeman of Seattle, American publishers and
publicists, or A.W. Neill, Canadian politican from Comox-Alberni, British Columbia, is
almost interchangeable .
But the legal and constitutional positions of the immigrants and their descendants
were significantly different. In Canada, where naturalization was controlled by the
government in Ottawa, Japanese immigrants were eligible for naturalization on the same
terms as other immigrants. But in Canada suffrage requirements were determined by the
provinces and British Columbia denied the ballot and a long list of other civil rights to
Canadian citizens of Asian ancestry, whether naturalized or native born . When war came
to Canada, in 1939, Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King's government would
not accept Japanese Canadian volunteers because ''war with Japan was possible. ' ' 2
In the U.S.A . Asians, except under special circumstances, could not become naturalized citizens because the naturalization statute of 1870 restricted that process to ''white
persons and persons of African descent. "3 Immigrants from Japan, and other Asians,
were thus in a special category: they were ''aliens ineligible to citizenship,'' and, as such,
were severely discriminated against by all levels of American government. Their nativeborn children, the Nisei, fell under the protective umbrella of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution: ''All persons born in the United States . . . are citizens of the
United States and of the state wherein they reside.'' Since in the U.S suffrage and other
civil rights inhere in citizenship, the legal position of the American Nisei was distinctly
superior to that of their Canadian cousins . And, in 1940, when the United States instituted its first peacetime draft, persons of Japanese origin incurred equal liability.
The outbreak of war in the Pacific in December 1941, saw strikingly similar responses
by the two governments . In the U.S. the drafting or enlistment ofJapanese was stopped
and many, but not all, of those already in the military services were discharged . In both
countries special restraints were placed on Japanese populations, citizen and alien: fishing
boats were seized, bank accounts of aliens or accounts in alien banks were frozen, some
enemy aliens were interned, and firearms, explosives, short wave radios and certain
photographic equipment were confiscated. The overwhelming majority of the ethnic
Japanese population, however, was left in nervous liberty. The never-dormant antiJapanese movements got new leases on life and from December 7 on, more and more
voices clamored for incarceration, or worse, of all Japanese .
Neither government had anything resembling a plan for dealing with domestic
Japanese although in the fall of 1940 the Permanent Joint Board on Defense recommended that "in the event of hostilities with Japan, the two governments should follow
policies of a similar character'' in regard to Japanese residents. That recommendation
seems largely to have been ignored .4 By Feb . 19, 1942., following the advice of Secretary of
War Henry L. Stimson and much pressure from assorted west coast groups, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066 which gave the Army the authority to
remove Japanese from the West Coast. Five days later, on Feb. 2.4, Mackenzie King,
yielding to British Columbia pressures and his own inclinations and consciously following
the American example, issued Order in Council, P.C. 1486, giving similar authority to
Minister of Justice Louis S. St. Laurent. In each country special civilian bodies were
created to effect the evacuation: the War Relocation Authority in the U.S. and the
federal British Columbia Security Commission in Canada. Those few Japanese in either
country who lived east of the coastal mountain ranges remained largely undisturbed, and
in the Territory of Hawaii, where Japanese comprised about a third of the population -
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The American evacuation program for mainland japanese Americans attempted to
keep families together and to provide elements of outside lzfe for internees. In the
picture above, an evening English language class is conductedfor those wishing to attend at the Heart Mountain, Wyoming, camp. Below, the high school class of 194 3
graduates from the Granada Center in Amache, Colorado .
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there were more than 15o,ooo, roughly equal to the number in all of continental North
America - they were almost all left at libeny. The American evacuation was uncompromisingly racist, insisting, in one instance, on the evacuation of a half-Japanese infant
from a Maryknoll orphanage in Los Angeles, while Canada made exceptions for a few
Eurasians and Japanese married to persons of other ethnic groups.
The methods of incarceration were quite different . The U.S. placed its Japanese in
ten sand and cactus concentration camps - euphemistically called relocation centers hastily erected in desolate parts of the interior from eastern California to western Arkansas. These were girt with barbed wire and guarded by soldiers although administered by
civilians . Canada had a more varied - and less expensive - system. A little over half
were sent to what the government called ''Interior Housing Centres'' in eastern British
Columbia which were largely depopulated mining towns, although some "new towns"
were constructed for them. They were neither guarded nor wired in, the government
assuming, as the Czarist goverment in Russia used to, that climate and geography would
keep them in place. Some 2.,ooo adult males were sent to work camps in British Columbia
and Ontario which were loosely guarded, while nearly 1,ooo were incarcerated, under
close confinement, in northern Ontario . Some 6,ooo were allowed to "relocate" to sugar
beet work in Albena and Manitoba and to self-supporting projects elsewhere in the interior. Canadian relocatees were allowed only limited liberty: in Alberta, for example,
special permission was needed for a Japanese to enter a city. The Canadian plan originally
called for sexual segregation - men to work camps and women and children to interior
centers. This provoked a mass protest by Canadian Nisei in April, 1942.. Although the
leaders were incarcerated and sent to the northern Ontario camps for their pains, the
work camps proved ineffective and most Canadian Japanese families were reunited
within a year.
The American evacuation was, from the first, largely a family affair and, except for
some 2.,ooo male aliens interned, family units were kept together. The American process,
although more total and harsher in its immediate format, had some ameliorating features
from the outset. Run largely by sympathetic if paternalistic civilians, the U.S. War
Relocation Authority always had the goal of moving ''loyal' ' Japanese Americans into the
mainstream of society as soon as possible. Hundreds of Nisei college students were
allowed to resume their educations in interior and eastern campuses as early as fall, 1942..
Thousands of other Japanese Americans, largely Nisei, were released for shon-term
agricultural work and for' 'permanent'' relocation in urban centers from Salt Lake City to
Boston. Once released from WRA custody relocatees had relative freedom of movement
so long as they did not return to the West Coast.
Starring in 194 3 Nisei were allowed to enlist, in many cases right from concentration
camps, into what became the celebrated 442.lld Regimental Combat Team and into
Military Intelligence. In 1944 selective service was reinstituted for Japanese Americans, in
and out of camp . But to effect all this rehabilitation - the government was primarily
concerned with aiding the war effon - it was first felt necessary to determine loyalty. Initially this was done rather casually: anyone who wasn't in the F.B.I.'s bad books and
could get testimonials of reliability from Caucasian citizens could be a candidate for what
the W.R.A . called' 'leave clearance.'' But eventually a mass loyalty test was administered
- by questionnaire! The crucial questions- which had originally been framed by the
U.S. Army for prospective Japanese American recruits and draftees but which the
W.R.A. mindlessly administered to all adults - were those numbered 2.7 and 2.8 on the
questionnaire. They read:
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The U.S. War Relocation Authority, responsible for implementing and supervising
the American evacuation, had the final goal of moving ''loyal'' japanese back into
the mainstream of American society as quickly as possible. The couple pictured here
held professional jobs before the evacuation and were among the first internees considered eligible for indefinite leave from the Heart Mountain center.
2-7. Are you willing to serve in the armed forces of the United States on combat duty,
wherever ordered?
2.8. Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United States of America and faithfully
defend the United States from any and all attack by foreign or domestic forces, and
foreswear any form of allegiance or obedience to the Japanese emperor, to any other foreign
government, power or organization?

What aged Issei or women of any age were to make of the first is hard to say, but the
second was worse, at least for Issei who could not become citizens. It was asking them
voluntarily to assume a stateless status, and, incidently, a clear violation of the Geneva
convention. This loyalty program eventually led to some 18,ooo non-jurors being labeled
"disloyal" and segregated at Tule Lake, California, for repatriation or expatriation to
Japan. All told 4, 724 Japanese Americans actually left for Japan after the war: of these
1,659 were aliens, 1,949 citizens accompanying repatriating parents, and 1,116 were adult
Nisei.
For Japanese Canadians there was no real wartime rehabilitation program: hardly any
were enrolled in colleges and perhaps 100 were accepted for military service at the very
end of the war. The government pursued an aggressive and successful program of encouragingJapanese Canadians to apply for postwar passage to Japan. Almost half the prewar population - 10,813 persons - applied for "repatriation." Counting adults only,
about 42. percent were Japanese nationals, 2.1 percent naturalized citizens, and 36 percent
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native-born Canadians. Eventually almost 4,ooo did go. That departures for Japan from
the U.S. and Canada were almost equal even thoughJapanese Americans outnumbered
Japanese Canadians by more than five to one speaks volumes about their respective visions of the future.
During the war both governments unambiguously expressed the wish to prevent any
postwar reestablishment of Japanese enclaves on the Pacific Coast. In the United States
the general ban on returning to the Pacific Coast was, in effect, lifted by the U.S.
Supreme Court in the famous Endo case of December, 1944, which restored domestic
freedom of movement to Japanese American citizens. While not all of the exiled Japanese
Americans returned to the West Coast, large numbers of them did. As we have seen,
88.5 percent ofJapanese Americans lived there in 1940. This fell to 58 . 2. percent by 1950,
but by 1960 was back up to about two-thirds where it has remained . In Canada, where no
court could exercise meaningful jurisdiction, the bar on returning to coastal British Columbia stayed in effect until April 1, 1949, more than three and a half years after the end
of the Pacific war. British Columbia, which had more than 95 percent ofJapanese Canadians in 1941, had just a third in 1951, and the figure has not changed significantly since .
Today, there are more Japanese Canadians in Ontario than in B.C., more in Toronto
than in Vancouver.

TABLE I
COMPARATIVE POPULATION FIGURES 1941 and 1971 FOR CANADA, THE
CONTIGUOUS UNITED STATES AND HAWAII
Japanese in Canada, 1941 and 1971
Province

I94I

Ontario
British Columbia
Albena
Others

2.)4
2.2.,096
s78
2.41

Total
Population of Canada
Japanese as a %

2.3, 149
n,so6,6ss
0 . 2.

%

1971

I.O

%

rs ,6oo
r3,sBs
4·460
3,6rs

9S · S
LS
I. I
IOO.O

37,2.60

IOO .O

u, 568, 3rs

0.17

Japanese in the Contiguous United States, 1940 and 1970
Region

1940

%

1970

%

Pacific Coast (CA, OR, W A)
All other

II2.,3S3
14· S9S

88. 5
II. S

2-39,678
1)1>471

64.6

Total
Population of Lower 4 8
Japanese as a %

12.6,948

100.0

37 1•149
2.02.,163 '2.12.
o.r8

100.0

131,699,2.75
0.1

3S-4

Japanese in Hawaii, 1940 and 1970

Hawaii

1940

%of
HApop

1970

%of
HApop

1S7·9°S

37 · 3

2.17 ,q s

2.8.2.

N.B . The preliminary estimated number of persons of Japanese ethnicity in the United States for 1980
(including ALand HA) was 700,747· The comparable 1970 figure was S91,2.9o.
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Another method used by the WRA to return Japanese Americans to American society was that ofoutside employment. This couple prepan·ng to leave the Heart Mountain center were ''permanently'' relocated in a non-coastal urban center.

In addition to their liberty, Japanese in both countries lost large amounts of real and
personal property. Farms, fishing boats, businesses, automobiles, refrigerators and other
possessions which had to be abandoned at the time of evacuation were involved in forced
sales at a mere fraction of value . Quite often the victims of the relocations were, in current parlance, "ripped off," and usually ripped off to the advantage of some opportunistic Caucasian. In addition, of course, in each country Japanese were largely denied
the opportunity to participate fully in the wartime prosperity which finally ended the
decade-long depression that Canadians call the "dirty thirties."
The relocations were four decades ago; the war has been over for almost that long .
What has happened to the North American Japanese in that time? Their status has
changed dramatically . From a pariah group which many wanted to expel they have
become, in the words of one American sociologist, a ''model minority.'' Each nation has
made a formal apology: in 1964 Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson admitted that the
relocation had been a "black mark" against what he claimed was "Canada's traditional
fairness and devotion to the principles of human rights." Twelve years later President
Gerald R. Ford in a bicentennial year executive order both apologized - ''We know now
what we should have known then - not only was the evacuation wrong, but Japanese
Americans were and are loyal Americans" -and revoked Executive Order 9066. These
pronouncements, however symbolic, underline the changed status and situations of the
North AmericanJapanese.
In the 195os legal discrimination was removed from the statute books of each nation.
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On February 19, 1976, President Gerald R. Ford formally rescinded Executive Order
9066 in the presence of members of the japanese American Citizens League and
japanese American members of Congress. On President Ford's immediate left stand
Congresswoman Patsy Mink and Senator Daniel Inouye.
Japanese Canadian citizens could vote anywhere and in the U.S. Japanese as well as other
Asians became eligible for naturalization. While a few in the majority communities kept
wartime memories ever fresh, the postwar Japanese economic miracle and the rise of a
threatening People's Republic of China made the public image of Japan an increasingly
favorable one. On the American side, the belated admission of Hawaii to statehood in
1959 meant that one state had an Asian American majority and thus there were senators
and representatives of Japanese ethnicity in Washington. This new political clout is
epitomized by the career of Democratic Senator Daniel Inouye. A much-decorated infantry Captain who had lost an arm fighting in Italy, Inouye was called upon to be the
keynote speaker at the 1968 Democratic National Convention. That a Japanese American
could fulfill such a sensitive symbolic role less than 27 years after Pearl Harbor says
something about the fluidity of American institutions. Six years later, as a member of the
Senate Select Committee investigating what became known as Watergate, Inouye helped
bring down a President. Polls taken at the time showed him with the highest positive
rating of any committee member. Later that year California sent the first Japanese
American to Congress from the mainland: Norman Minetta represented not an ethnic
community - Japanese are a tiny minority in his San Jose district - but a moderately
liberal one. Less than 30 years before his election some of the Japanese returning to San
Jose had shots fired into their homes. A second mainland Japanese American, Robert
Matsui, now represents Sacramento.
No Japanese Canadian has received national political recognition, although one
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Canadian-born Japanese, S.I. Hayakawa, a kind of conservative culture hero, was elected
to the U.S. Senate from California in 1976. While some Japanese Canadians have
achieved significant positions within the civil service, the Japanese Canadian best known
outside of his own ethnic community is Professor David Suzuki, a geneticist at the
University of British Columbia, who has done science shows on television.
Despite the not surprising lack of Japanese Canadian political personalities, the contemporary situation of both communities of North American Japanese is strikingly
similar. Each group has benefited from ethnic and racial tensions which have served to
lessen the once apparently polar differences between persons of Asian and European
ancestry. In Canada two kinds of tensions have served to promote the social position of
Japanese Canadians. First is the centuries-long conflict between French and English
Canada in which language loyalty and acculturation to either an English or a French norm
is seen as crucial by both sides. In this conflict, Japanese, by their all but universal adoption of the English language, are seen as allies of anglophone Canadians . Second, immigration from less developed parts of the Commonwealth - Asians from Uganda,
blacks from the Caribbean - is seen as a much greater threat by many Canadians than
the steady trickle from Japan which has run, in recent years, between soo and 1,ooo
annually.
Japanese Americans have benefited similarly from apparent contrasts with other racial
and ethnic groups seen as more threatening to the norms of society. Their increasingly
middle-class status and outlook makes them truly seem a ''model minority'' in comparison, say, to blacks or chicanos. The most recent comparative income data (1970) show
that more than 90% of Japanese American families were above the poverty line.5
Although there are no equivalent Canadian data, there is every reason to believe they
would be comparable. The numbers demonstrate that Japanese Americans earn considerably more than other minority groups (including other Asian Americans) but considerably less than white Americans, even though Japanese Americans have, on average,
more education than the latter .. This disparity is most noticeable at each end of the
economic spectrum . Despite their greater amount of schooling, a larger proportion of
Japanese Americans exist in poverty than their educational attainments would predict, a
fact ignored by those who speak of an unalloyed Japanese American success story.
Similarly, given their education and the extremely high cost of living where most of them
live (California and Hawaii), the percentage of those in the S25,ooo and above bracket
should have been about twice what it is. This is further evidence of subtle but continuing
economic discrimination . Quite often this discrimination takes the form not of exclusion
from employment, but rather of a failure to promote Japanese Americans (and other
Asian Americans) into higher managerial positions. Many of them are thus conspicuously
"over-qualified" for the jobs they hold. There is often a distinct reluctance of employers
to put Japanese Americans and other non-whites into positions in which they can hire
and fire whites . I suspect, but cannot demonstrate, that similar conditions prevail in
Canada.
In both countries the existence of exogamus marriage - once a relative rarity - has
become quite pronounced . Although there are no definitive statistics or even large scale
studies, research about American Sansei (third generation Japanese Americans) by several
scholars show that more than half of their marriages are to non-Japanese, and a study of
Canadian Sansei by Gordon Hirabayashi indicates that the rate there may be well over 75
percent. 6 This later figure has caused at least a few Japanese Canadians to question
publicly the continued survival of their group . Although this could conceivably happen
in a generation or two in Canada, where the ethnic population is quite small and relative-
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U.S. Representative Robert Matsui of
Sacramento, Calzfornia is one of several
japanese Americans to attain national
political office in the last two decades.

ly dispersed, a Japanese American community of some size seems assured for the
foreseeable future.
The role of ethnic Japanese organizations in years to come is also conjectural. 7 Since
the 196os it has been clear to most close observers of the Japanese communities in North
America that the winds of change stirring other ethnic groups are not without their effect
on the Nisei and particularly upon their children, the Sansei. The rise of ethnic consciousness in the United States, largely in response to the black liberation movement, and
the development of multiculturalism as an official policy in Canada, have each affected
young Japanese. A distinct but articulate minority of them, particularly those in college
or of college age, have become "radical" and "militant" to a degree that shocks their
elders even more perhaps than does similar behavior by their white or black peers. The
most radical see themselves as allies of lower-class minorities, and on campuses on both
American coasts, have coalesced with them in such organizations as the Third World
Liberation Front. Much more characteristic is an increased awareness of their ethnic
heritage on both sides of the Pacific, with the result that courses in Asian American
history and culture and Asian American Study Centers have arisen in many U.S. colleges
and universities. In Canada, not surprisingly, such movements have been slower to get
under way. As the 198os began no such courses existed in any Canadian university, but
interest in Japanese Canadian history has been greatly increased by a growing number of
books, films, conferences and a traveling exhibit celebrating the 1977 centennial of the
putative first Japanese arrival in Canada. In addition, newly formed scholarly associations
for the interdisciplinary study of Asian North Americans now exist in each country . In the
United States the mimetic effect of the black, brown and red power movements has produced a half-serious, half-comic yellow power movement. Its rhetoric, too, is imitative: a
popular third generation joke styles accommodationist Japanese as ''bananas,'' that is,
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''yellow on the outside but white on the inside.''
National organizations have changed as well. The Japanese American Citizens
League, the one national Japanese American organization, is a case in point. Founded as
a defensive device for an oppressed minority, the organization and its membership are
not at all sure of their present function since the most obvious oppressions have vanished.
In the post-World War II era theJACL, whose actual membership has never amounted to
as much as a tenth of the mainland Japanese American population, became one of the
most effective minority lobbying groups under the direction of its Washington representative, Mike Masaoka. Exploiting the guilt felt about the evacuation by many Americans,
it played an important role in the passage of much legislation affecting the Japanese
American community, from the Japanese American Claims Act ofi948 to the symbolic
repeal of the Emergency Detention Act in 1970. By the late 197os, as its leadership was
shifting from Nisei to Sansei, from a generation that experienced the wartime ordeals to
one for whom they are, at best, a vague memory, the JACL asked, formally, for some
kind of ''redress'' for the wrongs done to the Japanese American people during and after
the war. In an argument that pointed out that the West German government was in the
process of paying between S35 and s4o billion to Jews and Jewish institutions, but
without suggesting an appropriate price tag for their own injuries, the JACL insisted that:
Redress for the injustices of 1942.-1946 is not just an isolated Japanese American issue: it is
an issue of concern for all Americans. Restitution does not put a price tag on freedom or
justice. The issue is not to recover what cannot be recovered. The issue is to acknowledge
the mistake by providing proper redress for the victims of injustice, and thereby make such
injustices less likely to occur. 8

As a result of that campaign a bill was enacted into law in late 1980 creating the
presidential Commision on the Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians to inquire whether "any wrong" was done pursuant to Executive Order 9066, and should it so
find, to recommend appropriate remedies to the Congress within 18 months. That commission has held formal hearings and should make formal recommendations to Congress
sometime in 1982.
In Canada the National Association of Japanese Canadians (formerly the Japanese
Canadian Citizens Association) has concentrated its energies on a different form of
redress. It is concerned chiefly with the proposed Canadian constitution and what it sees
as deficiencies in it which might permit a reoccurrence of the events of 1942-1949. As its
president, Gordon R. Kadota, put it recently:9
On the current proposal to entrench the Chaner of Rights into the Constitution [we)
can endorse only the intent to entrench but not the proposal in its entirety. Specifically, we
point out that although a number of crucial clauses do cover the protection of rights [a
number of] phrases permit Parliament to override these sections.
[They] provide Parliament with the power to override these very rights by such means as
the War Measures Act. The proposal as it stands, does not prevent a repetition of the injustices suffered by the Japanese Canadians. We also wish to add that the aboriginal rights
of Canada's native peoples should be reflected in the Constitution.

*

*
*
Although, as E. H. Carr delights in pointing out, history is usually written by the winners, quite often it is also true that history is remembered better by the losers. The relocations of the North American Japanese occupy, at best, a line or two in most textbooks and
are completely ignored in many. For the Japanese communities of this continent,
however, that experience remains the central event in their history.
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FOOTNOTES:
I.
The earliest specific scholarly comparison is Robert W. O'Brien, "Evacuation of the
Japanese from the Pacific Coast: Canadian and American Contrasts,'' Research Studies State College of
Washington, Vol. 14 (1946), pp. 113-12.0, while Norman Thomas, "Fate of the Japanese in North
America and Hawaii," Pacific Affairs, Vol. 16 (1943), pp . 92.-95 is an acute contemporary comment.
For a comparison of the whole experience see Roger Daniels, ''The Japanese Experience in North
America: An Essay in Comparative Racism," Canadian Ethnic Studies, Vol. 9, No. 2. (1977), pp .
91-100. For literature on Asians in North America generally, see Roger Daniels, "American Historians
and East Asian Immigrants," Pacific Histon·cal Review, Vol. 43 (1974), pp. 449-472. and "North
American Scholarship and Asian Immigrants, 1974-1979·" Immigration History Newsletter, Vol. 9,
No. r (1979), pp. 8-n. Two new works expand our knowledge: Roger Daniels, Concentration Camps,
North Amenca: japanese in the United States and Canada During World War II (Malabar: Krieger
Press, Florida, r98r) makes specific comparisons while Ann G. Sunahara, The Politics of Racism
(Toronto: r98r) is the best treatment of the entire Canadian process .
2. J.W. Pickersgill, The Mackenzie King Record, Vol. r (Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 1960), p . I49·
3. For a forlorn attempt to get a color-blind naturalization statute made by Charles Sumner,
see Cong. Globe, 41st Congress, wd Session, 187o, pp. 42.75 -79, 512.1-77.
4· See Roger Daniels, "The Decisions to Relocate the North American Japanese : A Note"
Pacific Histoncal Review, Vol. sr (February 1982.), pp. 71-77.
5. Japanese American income data for families:
9·5%
Below S4,ooo
$4,000-$7,999
15.0%
s8,ooo-sn,999
2.2..5%
sr2.,ooo-sr4,999
17-4%
$15,000-$2.4,999
2.8 . 3%
s2.5,ooo+
7.3%
100.0%
Computed from U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census of Population:
japanese, Chinese and Filipinos in the United States (Washington, D.C., 1973), Table 9, p . 72..
6. Harry H .L. Kitano and Akemi Kikumura, "Interracial Marriage: A Picture of the
Japanese American," journal of Social Issues, Vol. 2.9, No . 2. (1973), pp. 67-81 and Gordon
Hirabayashi, "From 'Enemy Alien' to Intermarriage in One Third of a Century," Rikka, Vol. 3, No . 3
(1976), pp. 3-8. See also Kitano's essay on "Japanese" at p . 570 and David Herr's essay on "Intermarriage" at p. 519 in Harvard Encyclopedia ofAmerican Ethnic Groups (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 198o ).
7· For further comments on leadership and organizations see Roger Daniels, "The
Japanese," in John Higham, ed. , Ethnic Leadership in America (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1978), pp. 36-63.
8. National Committee for Redress, Japanese Americans Citizens league, The japanese
Amencan Incarceration: A Case for Redress (San Francisco: 1978), p. 2.4 ·
9· National Association of Japanese Canadians, press release, November 2.5, r98o.
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NARRATIVE OF A BRITISH DIPLOMAT'S JOURNEY
FROM WASHINGTON TO THE PACIFIC COAST IN
THE WINTER OF 1928
BENJAMIN D . RHODES

On November 22, r928, Ronald Ian Campbell, the thirty-eight-year-old counsellor ofthe
British embassy in Washington, was sent on an officially sponsored tour of the southern
and western United States. From Washington the journey took him to New Orleans,
Houston, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Salt Lake City, Denver and Chicago . Already a
veteran of British embassies in Washington (r9rs-r9r8) , Paris (r920-I922) and Brussels
(r922 -I923), Campbell viewed the tnp not as an all-expenses-paid vacation, but as an opportunity to expand his knowledge of the country. 1 Upon his return to Washington on
january 3, r929, he prepared a voluminous report recounting his observations.
Unlzke those of most Bn'tish travelers of a century before, Campbell's comments
about the Amen·can people, zf not the landscape, were generally favorable. He was plainly awed by the vastness ofthe country and by such physicalfeatures as the Grand Canyon .
The general prospen"ty of Americans, such modern and bustling western cities as Los
Angeles, San Francisco and Denver, and the excellence offirst-class train service all made
a good impression. The elegant pn·vate.clubs ofLos Angeles and San Francisco reminded
him of Bn"tish tradz'tions and he commented approvingly about Bn"tish contn"butions to
Amen·can lzfe and institutions. Amencans were invariably fn"endly to individual Bn"tish
Benjamin D . Rhodes, Associate Professor of History at the University of Wisconsin - Whitewater, is a
specialist in United States diplomatic hzstory, particularly Anglo-American relations in the years between World War I and World War 11. He zs the author ofsuch articles as " The Bn"tzsh Royal Vzsit of
1939and the Psychological Approach to the United States '' and ' 'Herbert Hoover and the War Debt. ' '
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travelers, he discovered, but there were some signs oflatent suspicion toward the British
government. As Ambassador Esme Howard facetiously remarked, the typical American
harbored ''a constant fear that in all dealings with the duplicity-loving British diplomat,
the manly straightforward American is sure to receive a gold brick. ''2
But, as an urbane intellectual, Campbell was wean'ed by the dreary winter landscape
viewed from the train, and he found the plains of Colorado and Nebraska especially
deadening . Nor was Campbell pleased by the Amencan tendency toward standardization, which extended to clothing, houses, utenszls, and even to men's minds. It almost
seemed, he remarked, as though Amen·can conformity resulted from "mass production
of men. '' 3 However, Campbell did not find the intense provincialism of the states
through whzch he traveled offensive. Absorption with local matters was easzly explainable, he thought, by the vastness of the land and by the enormous amount oflabor
remaining to be performed.
At the Foreign Office the report was well received and Campbell was congratulated
upon his ''interesting, useful, and well-wn'tten report. ''4 The chiefcn'tzcism as expressed
by Geoffrey Thompson, who had traveled to the Pacific coast four years previously, was
that Campbell had exaggerated the monotony ofthe winter landscape and had seemingly
indulged in mental compansons with garden-lzke England. 5 In retrospect, Campbell was
indeed an unusually perceptive observer, although he wrote from the perspective of a
cultured urban intellectual whose contacts were pn·manly with Amen'cans of an affluent
class. Not surpnsingly, such a man had some difficulty in perceiving much sense of
romance in agnculture, imgation and cattle ranching. Perhaps the most valuable aspect
ofthe tnp was that it reminded Bn.tzsh officials that Amenca was a complex nation which
extended for several thousand mzles westward from the east coast. As Ambassador
Howard noted in a commentary upon Campbell's report: ''What makes dealing with thzs
country so difficult zs that the people are in the mass at once idealzstic and sentimental,
and nationalzstzc and egotzstic in the hzghest degree, at once more lzke the Britzsh than
any other, and then suddenly more violently different, extremely modern and radzcal in
one side of their character and at the same time in certain things intensely conservative
and reactionary . It zs in fact a profoundly interesting country and often a very dzsconcerting one. " 6
Campbell's report begins with a bn'ef descnption of the countryside between
Washington and New Orleans: 7
The most striking thing about the Southern States traversed between Washington
and New Orleans is their untidy, unkempt and dilapidated aspect. Miserable wooden
shacks, crazily balanced in the midst of a shapeless waste of bare red dirt - for the grass is
at best a wide meshwork on the very surface of the soil - everywhere offend your eye.
Even the little towns are composed largely of such buildings . Of agriculture there is little
to be seen before the cotton fields of the Carolinas. Here and there at a railway junction a
more solid town has been built and evidences of activity exist. The only promise of a
revival of prosperity so far as can be seen from a train window, are a fine new main road ,
running parallel with the railway and here and there a new factory, earnests of the approaching industrialization of the South. Meanwhile however it is difficult to escape a
feeling of rather impatient melancholy.
New Orleans itself does little to relieve this feeling. The tumbledown and dingy
wooden buildings along the docks, the dirty wide main street, dusty or muddy in the extreme according to the weather, the garish, mostly cheap, shops, along its course, are
anything but inspiring. Even the few sky-scrapers, the new and bright bungalow suburbs ,
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which seem to prove a certain activity, and the much advertized claim that the city is the
second port of the United States fail to remove the impression on the casual visitor of a
slipshod and rather lazy place that has seen better days. It is of course the great North
American port for fruit from South and Central America and the West Indies and was till
a few years ago perhaps the chief gateway for the Middle West . But to the casual visitor it
does not appear to be commensurately wealthy. An explanation given is that the merchants or the children of the merchants of the last generation are resting on their oars,
their energies being concentrated on spending their riches. It has apparently become a
place for "play" rather than work. It is, moreover, said that the floods have frightened
investors, and the navigation of the Mississippi, which should have made New Orleans
still the main port of entry and exit of the central part of the country, is now regarded as
too uncertain . Furthermore, Houston is now cutting New Orleans out. Since the construction of the Panama Canal it has, one is told, become with its fine ship canal, the best
port for the trade from the Middle West to the Pacific Coast of South America. It now
taps, besides the Texas oil fields, the stockraising district and the increasing cottongrowing acreage of the State and is much more favoured as the railway centre for the
automobiles and machinery of the Northern Midwestern States, South or Pacific bound.
Houston affords a strong contrast with New Orleans. Clearly springing into new life and
rapidly growing, evidently expecting and determined on a great future, the city gives the
impression of possessing a thoroughly "modern" spirit. The tall buildings are fine, new
ones are going up, the shops are neat and bright , and their windows are in the most approved up-to-date manner: their wares in quality and by the vulgarity of their design are
obviously those which would be demanded by a community of new and rapidly increasing wealth. (The demand for good design, or for what mass manufacturers have with one
voice advertised and imposed as good design, has apparently not yet arisen to any appreciable extent in Houston. In this it seems to differ from the new towns of California.)
The moving picture theatres are already of the grand character prevalent in this country;
the inhabitants, especially the youth, have an elegant appearance . For a town which has
so lately become a large modern city, the population is clearly becoming surprisingly
''sophisticated'' as the phrase goes. Judging by a stay of a few hours only there is little of
the wild Texan to be found at any rate in Houston itself.
While in the Southern States it is difficult not to wonder whether the gentle lethargy
that seems to fill the air and which no doubt there made the life of the plantation with its
negro labour the ideal form of existence for white men, will not in the end have its effect
on the heralded industrialization of the region. Can the high pressure and vigour
characterising management and production in the North long be maintained in this
climate and will the Northerners despatched to start and run factories and businesses not
fall victim to the enervating influence and end by becoming Southern gentlemen? And
how would this affect the important role allotted to the South by general opinion?
Throughout Louisiana after leaving New Orleans the landscape, flat and simmering, and
the tropical aspect of the woods, bring questions of this sort quickly and persistently to
the mind. Even round Houston the country does little to fend off such doubts, though
the city itself shows every sign of vigour. Yet here also the appearance of the population
already referred to, may possibly be due in part to the process of Southernization, if a
word may be coined, going on hand in hand with that of industrialization.
For some hours after leaving Houston a traveller to the West finds it difficult to detect
signs of the wealth which has started the city on its new progress. The line runs through a
flat, arid, scrubby and stony country, the only noticeable vegetation being a rare cotton-
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field, the mesquite tree, cacti, and a thin layer of grass like a green wash laid on the surface of the ground. No cattle, no human beings are to be seen. This, one is told, is a
country of cattle ranges (the life of the range is carried on well back from the railway)
though it is hard to see how the stock can find any nourishment worthy of the name. In
fact one of the ''side lines'' of the cotton industry in these parts, is each year to feed stock
on cottonseed cake at the factory whither the cattle are driven and where they are kept for
a month or so. The region is, too, subject to severe droughts but by a happy dispensation
of Providence in years of drought, when such grass as there is is withered, the mesquite
tree grows pods of inordinate length and in great profusion and the cattle feed on these.
It is almost in vain that one looks for the cowboy or any individual of the Wild West
type . At the wayside stations one sees, it is true, a few "ten gallon" hats; but they more
often than not crown a figure of the most domesticated aspect. At the stations where the
train stops at mealtimes, the clerks and the attendants in Mr. Fred Harvey's restaurants
(ubiquitous from Kansas throughout the West) have a surprisingly "city" appearance
and the gentlest and most civil manners. This is particularly noticeable among the suave
and polished young managers, and comes almost as a shock. For where one had expected,
as a passenger from the effete East, to feel egregious among the real men of the West,
one finds that the alleged decadent influence of "civilisation" has already laid hands on
these regions and been accepted apparently with good grace and as a matter of course.

The ratfroad depot and the Gran Quivira Hotel in Clovis, New Mexico. ''In the evening the train halts at Clovis for the passengers' dinner. This is a small town, little
more than a vzf!age, planted down on the plains . ... ''
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Sir Ronald Campbell, not particularly charmed with the appearance of Gallup, New
Mexico, in 1928, called it a ''wretched little town . . . in the midst ofdusty, gray and
bare hills. "

This tolerance of types different in outward aspect and manner is no doubt due to the increasing contact with the outer world produced by the growth of industry and commerce
and the improvement of communications and means of transit. Perhaps the tolerance will
before long extend to different opinions and habits of thought and conduct, a thing
which appears to be desirable, if what one hears of the prevalent intense Puritanism is
true.
Some hours after leaving Houston, when passing through the cattle raising country,
the feeling of Southern lethargy vanishes. The air becomes clearer and lighter and one
learns that the climate is healthy and that though it is intensely hot in summer by day, it
is always cool by night, so that a man wakes refreshed and always feels vigorous and well.
It is possible here to see that in this part of the South at any rate the "industrialization"
would not be injuriously affected by the climate.
The line soon leaves the "ranges" to climb a curious ridge, the step sides of which
wind like a ribbon of cliff set on its edge across the landscape, on to a vast table land of an
extremely rich dark soil. ''The Plains,'' as the plateau is called, form the second continentallevel from the sea and rises finally into the high desert plateau . . . . In the evening the train halts at Clovis [New Mexico] for the passengers' dinner. This is a small
town, little more than a village, planted down on the plains, having no apparent raison
d'etre and no particular reason for being where it is more than on any other site. There is
no geographical phenomenon as far as can be seen to account for its existence and situation. This is a curious impression given by many wayside stations in the more recently in-

T H E

PA C I F I C

H IST 0 RIA N

19

habited parts of the country. Here again one is struck by the surprising number of city
types to be met with.
On now leaving Texas one is left with the impression of a landscape mostly flat, partly
arid, partly fertile and all depressing, of vast size, great empty spaces to be filled, great
potential wealth, many tasks still to be done and of a beginning - and a promising
beginning- being made of these tasks. How, with so much under their very hands still
to be done, can the Texans be expected seriously to occupy themselves largely or at all
with other than Texan affairs? That they should ever have the time or the desire to trouble themselves with national matters is surprising: that they should give a thought to
foreign affairs would be nothing less than amazing. Texan affairs must be their main, if
not their sole, care. Nor can they for this reason be sneered at as "provincial" or as bound
up in "local" matters. A man surely is not a "provincial" for being absorbed in the
development and population of a largely undeveloped region whose area is about the
same as the combined areas of France, Switzerland, Belgium, Holland and Denmark.
After a second night in the train, the desert is entered after a long climb. It is flat and
stony, the soil seeming caked and crumbling. The monotony is only broken by unpleasing rocky excrescences, or "Mesas" with regular, abrupt flanks and flat tops: they by no
means satisfy the eye or relieve the painful effect of this truly distressing countryside. The
line is now crossing New Mexico, a part of the present day Union which perhaps earlier
than any other received white settlers and such European culture and religion as the early
Spanish captains and Missionaries were able to establish. From the train nothing to recall
this Spanish penetration can be seen, though to the Northeast at Sante Fe and Taos and
Tucson there are, it appears, Spanish churches of an early date. And very little, as far as I
can judge, of these Spanish reliques and heritage has been allowed to be absorbed into
the general make-up of the nation which indeed seems scarcely conscious of its existence
much less its respectable age and its value as the much sought after "background." In
this district is the Navajo Indian Reservation. The ''pueblos'' as the Indian villages are
called, are built of sand-coloured "adobe" in huddled terraces against the sides of the
mesa, and in shape and pattern give much the effect of a "cubistic" drawing. A rare tree
is to be seen and a few horses and sheep. But the chief industry of the Indians is the weaving of blankets, which are of fine wool, of excellent if primitive design and which give
proof of a sure and instinctive sense of colour values and "design" in the makers. The
method of weaving is extremely old and excessively laborious. A further industry (taught
the Indians by the Mexicans) is the making of silver ornaments, usually set with turquoises, which the Indians are said to prize above diamonds. There is a warehouse at a
wretched little town called Gallup, in the midst of dusty, gray and bare hills, where the
products of the Indians are collected and from which the goods that they buy with the
credits thus established are sent out. The Indian work is, as mentioned above, good stuff.
What is supplied to them is cheap materials, gaily coloured ''Indian blankets'' made in
factories; tinned food. It is impossible not to think of the cheap Birmingham goods
which used to be and perhaps still are foisted on miserable African natives or Pacific
islanders in return for ivory and pearls and other valuable commodities. One has an uncomfortable feeling that the natives are exploited and that the white men who sell their
handicraft to the tourist make a handsome profit, little if any of which finds its way to the
Indians . The Indians on the whole offer indeed a sorry spectacle, and give the appearance
not only of being exploited but of being neglected. There is evidence that this is so, judging by the charges which have from time to time been levied during recent months
against the Indian Service.8
The line now continues to rise through a grey, dry, stony country, crumbly and rocky,
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grown with the dusty looking sage brush. Flat-topped Mesas abound; a few cedars are to
be seen. As the altitude increases a flat sandy desert is entered, of a warm buff colour, cut
by a number of shallow river beds, where a trickle of water may from time to time in the
winter season be seen. The land rises yet more towards distant flat-topped blue ridges to
the 7 ,ooo feet level of the Grand Canyon. Sage brush is still abundant and the cedars increase in the number, and, in any little hollow, in size. The Grand Canyon itself defies
description but with its sheer, antagonistic shapes, its rockiness, its drastic and ruthless
aspect, its extremes, its strange, unfamiliar, unassimilable beauty, rather disturbing to
the spirit, and rather unfriendly to the human kind, it epitomises a type of country and a
climate which must surely have had great influence - and not a softening one - on the
characters of the men who live in their midst. From this point the Colorado River is approached. Scattered belts of cottonwood trees appear, a few miserable wooden habitations. Here and there is the reassuring sight of a better wooden house in a small grove of
trees. The crest of a ridge or rocky hills is at length crossed and a descent begun, amongst
increasing evidences of grass and trees in plenty. Here something is clearly made of farm ing . Trees and grass spasmodically increase. A neat station with clean pretty red brick
buildings and flowers in fair profusion, is passed. Wide high straths, cultivated and tree
grown, alternating with a rather arid land of cactuses, is traversed. A further range of hills
is reached: grass appears on their western slopes and the banks of the railway cuttings.
After a further stretch of grey desert where the sole vegetation is cactuses of the most
distressing sort, the range is burst through and a long and steep descent begun at San
Bernardino to the Coast level of Southern California towards Los Angeles. In the place of

The Hotel Hollywood was an excellent example of the Mission Revival architecture
Sir Ronald Campbell saw in Southern Calzfornia and commented favorably upon.
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predominant sand and drought, there are stretches of grass land, palms, eucalyptus trees,
fruit trees. Charming "garden cities" fresh looking, clean and green are set amongst
them.
The transformation is as complete as it is sudden. It is astonishing to think of the
aridness of the country so close behind. It is still more astonishing to learn that all this
verdant and fertile land was itself a desert not so lo~g ago and owes its fruitfulness entirely to artificial irrigation. Occasional patches of aridness are indeed still to be seen even
here, where water has not yet been brought . Desert land, one is moreover told, is always
extraordinarily fertile once it is watered and the mind with awe immediately pictures all
the desert so far traversed and all that is yet to be crossed on the homeward journey,
blossoming like the rose, as soon as the energy of the people stores and brings water into
it . But one learns also that in spite of the great mountain ranges, there is not enough
water for the purpose, and the great quarrel of the six riparian States of the Colorado
River over the division of the water to be stored by the proposed Boulder Canyon Dam a quarrel which has so far effectually held up the enterprise - at once becomes actual
and comprehensible.
It is impossible not to admire the energy and the faith of the early settlers of California, who after the gold boom had died down, set to and, encouraged no doubt by the
scattered and spasmodic work of the Spanish missions in the late XVIII Century, turned
the California wilderness into the flourishing and profitable land - both kitchen garden
and pleasance9 - that it is now. It is pleasing to hear that the result has been d.ue very
largely to men freshly come out from the British Isles. Certainly here, as elsewhere in the
Far West and on the Pacific Coast, it is difficult not to feel that the attitude of mind in
which the problems have been approached, the way in which they have been faced, and
the work gone about, the direction in which the peoples' energies have run, are very
much what one would expect to find among British colonists in a new British territory.
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Los Angeles made a pleasant impression
upon Sir Ronald. Particularly adept at
recording unusual sights, he quickly
noted the existence of oil dem.cks in the
backyards of homes and cited them as
an indication of current boom times in
the City of the Angels.

Only there is a difference in that the government appears to be most corrupt, partly
perhaps because here it is not responsible to any higher central government, partly no
doubt because the standard in other parts of the country is not a high one . Superimposed
are now of course many of the purely American aspects of life, both commercial and
social. In this State perhaps better than anywhere the wealthy can and do indulge their
passion for variety in pleasurable occupations and for going immense distances in short
spaces of time, to enjoy them . At San Francisco I was invited for luncheon to a house 55
miles away and my host thought nothing of fetching me and sending me back in his car.
Here, if anywhere, men are "boosters." At my hotel in Los Angeles a professional
booster was a member of the staff and was untiring in his efforts as I was not long in
discovering. He made some quite futile arrangements for me to visit a Moving Picture
Studio. He introduced me as a member of His Majesty's Embassy with a flourish to his
tame publicity man (whom I no doubt knew under the name ofUncleJohn) hoping that
so eminent an emissary would provide good copy and advertisement for the Hotel. But
this gentleman with a keener eye for both, deserted the lion to devote his talents to the
lamb, - a prize and record-priced Hereford, which at that moment was folded in the
centre of the hotel lobby, under the watchful eye of, apparently, a trained nurse.
Los Angeles, a town of some one and three-quarter million people, covers an immense extent of ground, and is becoming so unwieldy that it is being to a certain extent
decentralized and various new ''neighborhoods'' being established at different points, in
which the chief shops of the city are setting up branches.
Its present great prosperity of which the oil-derricks in backyards of houses is a striking reminder is, it appears, nevertheless, broadbased and has come to it with rapidity.
The city is ambitious and means to advance quickly to yet greater wealth. The fact that its
harbour is situated 25 miles away and that few shipping offices are maintained there
seems not to hamper this branch of its activities unduly. It is a keen, jealous and
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dangerous rival of San Francisco. I understand, however, from the Commercial Secretary
of His Majesty's Embassy who has made a thorough report of this district from the
economic point of view, that the latter city is likely to remain for many years the logical
centre for at any rate the foreign trade of California. Like other new and growing cities
Los Angeles welcomes you on the Rotarian principle that "He profits most who serves
best." The streets of Los Angeles are busy and thronged by a crowd remarkable, at least
as regards its younger members, for its good looks. The same good looks greet one among
the shop and restaurant attendants. This may be partly due to the influence of
Hollywood and the moving picture industry which has no doubt brought to Los Angeles
- and disappointed- many well-favoured persons. But it is perhaps to be ascribed in
greater part to the fact that the racial types here whether British, and more generally
"Anglo-Saxon," Spanish, Hindu or what-not, strike one as remarkably pure for this
country. There is an informality about the dress of the young people which is pleasant
and gives them the appearance of always being on the point of running off to play some
game. In general Los Angeles and the towns surrounding it give the impression that here,
the climate aiding, a very good balance has been found between work and play. But it is
not only the climate that aids. It is as if the Californians were a people who had left the
great industrial centres of the East, had been through the pioneering stage on their way
West, and now, emerging as it were from the far end of the tunnel were, as a people,
eager for work and eager for play, with a capacity for the life of the city and of the open
air better interwoven the one with the other than in older communities, and more easily
to be evenly indulged. In contrast with this apparent happy and easy well-being, - for
Los Angeles is one of the few places visited where the generality of inhabitants wore an
appearance of comparative happiness, - was the number of beggars to be seen in the
streets, quite in the European manner. This I gather from local inhabitants is to be taken
more as a tribute to the climate than as a reflection on the city's prosperity and capacity
for employing all and sundry: the mildness of the weather here ensures for the beggar a
longer working year, or rather a full working year without discomfort.
Hollywood, like other outskirts of Los Angeles, is a clean bright suburb, with some
good hotel buildings and many agreeable small dwelling houses mostly in the pseudoSpanish style . There are green lawns, palms and flowers in comparative abundance. The
newer "movie houses" affect a fantastic and exotic architecture, which adds to the
general exhibition-like aspect which all these places have. The houses seem to be poised
lightly on the very surface of the ground and seldom if ever to have grown out of the
ground, to be part of the soil. The styles are ' 'pastiche ,'' and the houses while sometimes
quite pretty and always bright and clean-looking, seem to be the result of mass production, and mass-advertisement of what is in good taste - what, one might almost say, is
in the good taste ala mode. The same applies to the internal decoration and furniture of
these houses. There are small signs of individual expression of taste. The people seem to
be marching in this as in so much else, to the orders of those who produce the
commodity.
Finally in Los Angeles a visitor quickly becomes aware of a great local self-confidence,
a good deal of civic vanity and an absurd jealousy of San Francisco. This jealous spirit of
rivalry was during my visit pushed to the length of a refusal to close the schools, in spite
of a severe epidemic of influenza. San Francisco had closed its schools. Los Angeles must
show its greater health and at whatever cost deny the existence of the epidemic.
On arriving at San Francisco from Los Angeles one is at once impressed by the fact
that from a Southern country one has reached one which on the whole and in spite of the
existence of palms and Southern trees and plants bears the characteristics of northern
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latitudes. In fact immediately to the North across the bay the transition has become complete. The city itself is more untidy, less bright, than its southerly rival. The main street is
rather dingy and forbidding. The lateral streets climbing up the steep and coneshaped
hill on which a large part of the town is built improve in aspect (except in Chinatown) . In
these the shops are fine and display good merchandise. The great office buildings at the
bottom of the hill are extremely imposing, and the hotels, clubs and dwelling houses on
the higher slopes magnificent. Here all is bright and clean . Though not very welcoming
at first, San Francisco after a few days increasingly impresses with its charm. The citizens
display the same self-confidence, the same intense civic spirit, the same jealousy of rivals
as is to be found in Los Angeles. But one feels that these sentiments are in San Francisco a
little better founded, made a little more respectable by greater age, expressed in a rather
less aggressive manner. In both cities there is the common ground of pride in the State of
California, a local patriotism as intense as it is exclusive and narrow. This, however,
should not be confused with a mental preoccupation with State matters, to the exclusion
of all foreign affairs except those which have to do with the Orient, in which sphere the
great fear of Japan has now subsided and left the field clearer for sentimental interest in
and sympathy for China and British India. For this preoccupation there is the same
reason as in the case of Texas; but here there is less excuse since, though there is still much
to be done, the state is both more highly developed and in closer contact with the outer
world.
In contrast with Los Angeles the population is ill-favoured. The rather shapeless faces
and bodies, the lack of good bone to be found in the Eastern cities, due no doubt to the
mixture of races, is once more in evidence . . . .
By the courtesy of Mr. Gerald Campbelli 0 and Senator Uames Duval] Phelan 11 I was
extended the privileges of the City Club and the Bohemian Club respectively. The first
rivals anything in London in dignity, solemnity and decorum . In the second is exemplified a very American trait, appealing and a little irritating at one and the same
time. For here is practised a premeditated spontaneity, an adult childishness, a busy
carefreeness, an elaborate simplicity: here an attempt must be made to recapture the simple and innocent actions, and reactions, of the child. And this make-believe is continually brought to your attention and proudly impressed upon you. It is in a way an assenion
of democraticness, a demonstration of easy-going good fellowship so difficult for casteridden countries. But here too is an underlying ideal, an elan towards the achievement in
a light-beaned spirit of something ''wonh while,'' and the yearly ''Frolic'' sees the production of a play in which the play itself, music, scenery and setting are proofs of the
craftmanship of members, of the fact that they have not neglected their talents, that they
have cultural aspirations. And nothing can exceed their pleasure and surprise if some
visiting member of a foreign Royal House, who, to prove their spirit of equality, must be
subjected to chaff, himself enjoys and plays up to the chaffing. Such unbending from a
hide-bound dignity, so utterly impossible in the old world, is a signal proof and justification of the benign influence of the underlying ideal of the club. It is, after all, only a
rather more distinguished manifestation of that desire to escape from reality (in company
with one's fellows) which leads to the formulation and flourishing of the semi-secret rites
of the innumerable orders such as the Moose, the Elks, the Shriners, etc., etc., with all
their mumbo jumbo.
After ferrying across the bay, viewed from which San Francisco in the early morning
takes on a great and pearly beauty, the train for Salt Lake City is taken at Oakland. The
Altamont hills, a country much like the South Downs, with ilexes in the coombs 12 but
with rock instead of chalk underlying the turf, are soon crossed and a descent made into a
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Senator james Duval Phelan with Helen Wtfls and Wzll Rogers. Socially and
politically influential in San Francisco, Phelan helped Sir Ronald Campbell gain entree to both the Bohemian Club and the exclusive City Club.

Antics ofthe Bohemian Club: Members ' '. . practiced a premeditated spontaneity,
an adult chzldishness, a busy carefreeness, an elaborate simplicity: here an attempt
must be made to recapture the simple and innocent actions, and reactions, of the
chzld. ' '
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rich valley of Southern aspect, of gums and fruit trees, bounded by distant mountain
ranges. From Stockton for many miles the enormously fertile San Juan and Sacramento
valleys are traversed. The soil for a great distance is of an unpleasant blackness, like
ground "made" from cinders: it seems to be over-moist, and is shrouded in an
unhealthy steamy mist. Fruit orchards, cattle, corn fields, abound in the great flat expanses. Once the Sacramento river is crossed the soil becomes lighter and more agreeable
to the eye, there is a good smooth pale turf, such as is found near an estuary, with apparently good grazing, water dykes, an occasional heron, and other birds in comparative
plenty, distant woods, a great expanse of land and sky, a landscape in the earlier manner
of Mr. Arnesby Brown. 13
It was at Sacramento that the first California gold was discovered in the river bed, in
1848 . Soon after leaving this town Oroville is reached, where is a strong and pebbly waste
of worked-out gold mines which over a large area have lowered the level of the ground by
some thirty feet. Here all is squalor and beastliness, a few ragged scarecrows of men are to
be seen wandering aimlessly and hopelessly about among the heaps of loose stones or
along the river; or sitting outside the small shelters of felt and iron sheeting on the banks,
where among rusty empty tins they apparently eke out an existence. A sudden ascent
from this town, through a region of good red soil and grassy banks, with pleasant trees
and outcrops of rock, leads into the fine Feather River Canyon, with its rapid stream, its
sheer and rocky sides, crowned with oaks, etc., and, as the level becomes higher, pines .
The Canyon, with the narrow trail of the prospectors cut precariously in its face, the river
bed, with the ruins of walls by which they attempted to divert the stream, the ruined remains of shelters, all bear witness to the struggles and hardships of the early pioneers
who, in the search for gold, discovered California from the East , and started the State on
its brilliant career. What these hardships must have been can be imagined when later the
line crosses the fiercely cold highest level round Reno, and still later when the simmering
expanse of the desert is traversed . The rewards however can be gauged by the fact that at
one point high up in the Canyon, called Rich, such wealth of gold was found that the
"claim" of a prospector, usually extending to a radius of 6oo feet from the centre, was
here only the compass of his shovel. Three great power stations now "harness" the river.
From Reno Junction where the temperature was 15 o below zero when I passed, the descent begins into Nevada and the desert is reached, a low-lying, drab, many-levelled sandy tract of great area, crossed by bare mountain chains of peaky outline and very different
in this from the Arizona desert with its flat-topped mesas. Through this desert runs a
valley from North to South which stretches from Canada across the United States into
Mexico. Utah is entered and there is still desert which merges eventually into the grey and
glinting dead level of the salt beds; and after a day's desert journey the Great Salt Lake is
reached, the copper bearing hills whose flanks are scarred, terraced and hollowed by the
magnificently worked mines, and Salt Lake City itself. Of the City there is little to be
said, except that it seems in winter to be liable to fogs and that it is the home of the Mormons, the spot where they finally pitched their tabernacle after the trek across the
wilderness from Missouri whence they were driven.
In conclusion it should be said that everywhere the greatest pleasantness and kindness
was met with, that nowhere amongst the people could any active or aggressive hostility
towards British subjects or Great Britain be observed, but the passion to discuss them and
compare them with Americans and America was indulged with real and sympathetic interest and reasonableness. Prejudices and ignorances were often obviously existent but
the great majority of those that held them seemed ready to have them dispelled and
often desirous of it.
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FOOTNOTES:
r. Campbell was born on June 7, 1890, and educated at Eton and Oxford. After leaving
Washington in 1931 he was stationed in Cairo, London, Paris, and Belgrade. In 1941 Campbell, now Sir
Ronald, returned to Washington as Charged' Affaires . From 1945 until his retirement in 1950 he served
as British Ambassador to Egypt.
2..
Howard to Sir Austen Chamberlain, May 7, 192.9, FO 371lr3 s51/ A3381, Public Record
Office .
3· Campbell to Howard, April 2.9, 192.9, ibid. Campbell's report to Ambassador Howard was
an abridgement of his longer account printed below .
4· Memorandum by Robert Leslie Craigie, June 10, 19 2.9, ibid.
S· Memorandum by Geoffrey Thompson, May 2.8, 192.9, ibid.
6. Howard to Chamberlain, ibid.
7· Howard to Chamberlain, May 7, 192.9 (report by Campbell, April 2.9, 192.9, enclosed), FO
371/13551/A338r. The author's spelling, capitalization, and usage have not been altered. I have,
however, deleted several sections in which Campbell digressed to report at length the political and
social views of acquaintances and fellow travelers .
8. An apparent reference to a recommendation by the Board of Indian Commissioners and
Secretary of the Interior Herbert Work to reorganize the Indian field service, and to extend civil service
so as to eliminate political abuses . New York Times, December 12., 2.3, 192.6; December 5, 192.7.
9· A secluded garden or park.
10 .
British Consul-General at San Francisco .
n. Phelan, a former Democratic mayor of San Francisco (1897-1902.) and California senator
(191S -192.1), invited Campbell to lunch at his country home . Although the occasion was of a social
nature, Campbell noted that Phelan was sharply critical of past British policy toward Ireland; but
beyond that he displayed little interest in foreign affairs.
12..
A reference to the scrub oak of the valleys.
13. English painter (1866-195 s) . Several of his works are displayed in London's Tate Gallery.
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TWO MISSIONS TO ALASKA
RICHARD L.

DAUENHAUER

Sheldon Jackson is a name well known in the history of education in Alaska, which is
as it should be. But how about John Veniaminov, Archbishop Innocent, Metropolitan of
Moscow? Hardly a household word, but in fact Veniaminov also deserves to be well
known as a missionary to Alaska, a visionary and a remarkable force in education in his
own time. It is instructive to look at the careers of both of these leaders and especially to
compare their approaches to educating children from the native cultures which demanded much of their time, energy and inspiration . Late twentieth-century controversies over
bilingual education are simply a continuation of the major distinction between Jackson
and Veniaminov: their radically differing attitudes toward religion and culture in
general, and toward Alaska native language and culture in particular. What is happening
in Alaskan education today stems in considerable measure from the successive influences
of Veniaminov and Jackson .
The first was born as Ivan Gohn) Popov in 1797 in a small town in the Siberian district
of Irkutsk. While he was in his teens all persons in the area named Popov were requested
to adopt new surnames because there were too many Popov's and the record-keeping was
getting difficult . John Popov accepted the special honor of receiving the name
Veniaminov, after the late Bishop Benjamin (Veniamin) .
Intelligent and talented, John Veniaminov excelled in his studies . In 1817 he married
and was ordained a deacon . Four years later he was ordained into the priesthood and in
181.3 accepted an invitation to work in Alaska. Wintering in Sitka with his family,
182..3-1824, his journals record his first smdy of the Aleut language, with the aid of bilingual helpers. Planning the church he wished to build in Unalaska, he had the nee?ed
Richard L. Dauenhauer zs Associate Profossor ofHumanities at Alaska Pacific University in Anchorage.
Although well-known for hzs work in Englzsh translation of poetry from other languages including
Swedish, Russian and German, Dr. Dauenhauer zs also deeply involved in the field of bilz"ngual! bicultural education programs in the state ofAlaska. He has written numerous artzdes regarding such programs, and has particular interest in those which deal with aspects ofthe Tlz"ngit language .
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Ivan Veniaminov (r797-I879), Bishop of
Alaska and Metropolitan of Moscow. In
1977 Father Veniaminov was canonized
as Saint Innokenty of the Russian Orthodox Church, enlightener and apostle
of America.
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timbers cut to measure in this period at Sitka, and it was constructed in Unalaska after his
arrival there on July 29, 1824. In this period he also began a years-long practice of observation and note-taking. The breadth of his interests became manifest when his notes
were published in 1841, encompassing aspects of geology, botany, anthropology,
meteorology and other sciences.
Veniaminov opened a bilingual school in which both Aleut and Russian were taught,
evidence of his major effort in promoting bilingual education which concerns us here.
With Ivan Pan'kov, an Aleut leader, he designed the Aleut alphabet and the two men
worked at translating scripture. Both were influential in spreading literacy in Aleut. By
1840 Veniaminov had translated and published several books in Aleut and had composed
some original works in the same language. Nor was he alone in this. Other clergy were
also engaged in translating, and some Aleuts were themselves undertaking creative
writing in their newly-written language. There are extant biographies and bibliographies
for over a dozen Aleut nineteeth-century writers.
Veniaminov traveled extensively. In 1832 he went by kayak to Bristol Bay and
Nushagak. While assigned to Sitka, 1834-1838, he traveled as far as Fort Ross in California. In 1838-1839 he returned to Russia via Hawaii, Tahiti and Cape Horn. In Saint
Petersburg he met with company officials, government leaders, and of course the holy
synod. One purpose of his journey was to lobby for additional support for the Alaska mission as well as for publication of books in Alaska native languages.
He had devoted much attention to the Tlingit language during his Sitka years. He
developed a writing system for Tlingit and composed original works in that language. He
is recorded as having prepared bilingual textbooks for Tlingit children with his own
hand, with parallel texts in Tlingit and Russian.
A British visitor to Sitka in 1837 has left an impression ofVeniaminov which helps in
understanding his role and importance in Russian Alaska. Captain Edward Belcher was
commander of HMS Sulphur and wrote that Father Veniaminov,
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who officiated in his splendid robes, was a very powerful athletic man, about forty-five
years of age, and standing in his boots (which appear to be part of his costume) about six
feet three inches; quite Herculean, and very clever. I took a very great liking to him, and
was permitted to examine his workshop, in which I noticed a good barrel-organ, a
barometer, and several other articles of his own manufacture. He was kind enough to
volunteer his services on one or two of our sick barometers, and succeeded effectually. Notwithstanding he spoke only Russian, of which I know nothing, we managed to become
great allies.

While still in Russia in 1839, Veniaminov learned of the death of his wife. Assured of
excellent care for his children, he agreed to become a monk and was elevated to Bishop of
Kamchatka, the Kuriles and Aleutian Islands in December 1840. He took the name Innocent (Innokenty) after the famed missionary bishop oflrkutsk, Saint Innocent. Before the
end of 1841 he was back in Alaska to begin a new phase of his career.
The following years were characterized also by education, building and travel. He
designed and supervised the construction of Saint Michael's Cathedral in Sitka - consecrated in 1848. It was primarily a local project made with local wood. The Bishop
himself made the clock; and in his new residence he personally built much of the furniture, including the organ. In November 1845 the Petropavlovsk Seminary in Kamchatka was relocated in Sitka and called the New Archangel Seminary. It opened with
fifty-four students, three teachers and a library. Twenty-three of the students were Alaska
natives and the curriculum included six years of native languages - Aleut, Tlingit and
Yupik. In 1858 the seminary was transferred to Yakutsk to strengthen the missionary effort in that area.
Bishop Innocent had meanwhile been elevated in 1850 to Archbishop and transferred
to Yakutsk. His work continued much as before, including translating scripture into the

Russian Orthodox Church, Unalaska. Father Veniaminov planned and supervised
construction of both this church and St. Michael's Cathedral in Sitka, the capitol of
Russian America.
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Map of Sitka as it appeared during the Russian occupation to a native of the region.
The large buzlding in the upper right corner is Baranov 's Castle, named for Alexander Baranov, first governor of Russian America. Immediately below the castle on
the left is St. Michael's Cathedral. Other Russian structures are well detazled, whzle
the Indian vzllage appears as the numerous small butldings along the shoreline extending from the middle to the extreme lower left.
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Sitka, Alaska, ca. r87o. Baranov 's Castle appears on the extreme left and the spires of
St. Michael's Cathedral can be seen toward the right. Numerous other Russian structures can be identified including a trading post and defensive bastion.

The shoreline dwellings of local natives in Sitka ca. r87o. A Russian bastion ·can be
seen on the extreme right. Sitka and many other Alaskan towns have a rich cultural
heritage of their Russian occupation stzll recognizable today despite more than one
hundred years of American authority.
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Yakut language, and on July 19, 1859, he read the Gospel in Yakut for the first time. But
his long years in missionary work were drawing to a close . In 1868, the year following sale
of Alaska to the United States, Archbishop Innocent was appointed Metropolitan of
Moscow, the highest position in the Russian Orthodox Church. Aged seventy-two, nearly
blind, and extremely weary, he nevertheless undertook his new responsibilities with as
much vigor as his health permitted, and served until his death in 1879. A significant
postscript: on October 6, 1977, he was canonized as a saint of the Orthodox Church,
equal to the apostles, the enlightener and apostle of America.
With this brief overview of the highlights ofJohn Veniaminov's remarkable career in
mind, it will be useful to comment on the cultural and religious values he bore with him,
which were those also of many other Orthodox priests and teachers . To understand the
flowering of Alaskan native literature in the nineteeth century, and the rationale behind
Veniaminov' s enlightened educational methodology, some further knowledge of Russian
Orthodoxy will help.
One important concept of Orthodoxy is capsulized in a famous saying attributed to
St. Athanasius, that God became man so that man might become God. This statement is
interpreted to imply that each person contains within himself or herself the potential of
divinity . Such an interpretation directly influences the church's official view of human
dignity and respect for the individual. Specifically the Orthodox tradition has maintained
great respect for the language and culture of the individual, frequently using local
languages in its liturgy. For example, one of the first tasks of Saints Cyril and Methodius,
early missionaries to the Slavs , was to design an alphabet and translate the liturgy and
scriptures. Similarly, the first major project of the Russian Orthodox mission in the Aleutians was to design a writing system and to translate scriptures and liturgy into Aleut.
The schools were designed to train bilingual native lay readers to help conduct church
services, of course, but they were also consciously intended to instill in the people a sense
of pride. From the very beginning, use of the vernacular was encouraged . Even today, on
Sundays and feast days, the divine liturgy and other services are sung in combinations of
English, Church Slavonic, and one or more of the native languages, depending upon the
ethnic composition of the congregation. Rather than attacking native culture and
substituting their own, the church leaders supported a program which reinforced local
customs and increased popular literacy, while simultaneously winning converts and
building up a strong native clergy upon whom continued church vitality could be
counted.
The Orthodox missions' stress on literacy was successful to the point that an estimated
one-sixth of the total Aleut population could read and write. In Siberia, under
Veniaminov' s jurisdiction as bishop, the native people attained a higher literacy rate than
that of resident Russians.
The Orthodox vision of education continued intact for some time after the sale of the
colony in 1867. The Americans, for their part, proceeded to ignore their vast new acquisition for almost twenty years; a governor was not appointed until 1884. For a number of
years there was little or no civil law or government ; the rough and tumble environment
attracted an inordinate number of' 'hard cases ,'' giving rise to a society far from genteel.
In the capital of Sitka tensions between Tlingits and white settlers resulted in street
fighting and random killings. In 1879 an English warship "came to the rescue" of the
town. The next five years became known as the period of Navy Rule.
Into this scene of instability stepped the American clergyman Sheldon Jackson, and
with him the vision and concepts of America Protestant Christianity, specifically
Presbyterianism. Like Veniaminov,Jackson was a missionary, founded schools, and at the
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Sheldon jackson (1834 -1909), Presbyterian missionary and educator, well-known
for his work among the native peoples of
Alaska.
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time of his death occupied the highest position in his church . Thus he is at least an appropriate figure against which to draw contrasts and parallels with Veniaminov. For the
latter the question of religion and culture had been settled in apostolic times : one could
be socially, linguistically and ethnically different from other members of the church locally, nationally or world-wide, and still participate in the liturgical fullness of the church
through its sacraments . For Jackson and most American protestants, on the other hand,
the social unit was the base for church membership and organization. There was and is
emphasis on group participation in a shared cultural background, including language
and attitudes. Jackson and many other American leaders, religious or not, earnestly and
honestly believed that only through massive conversion to Christianity and acculturation
could Alaskan natives be spared ~military defeat and tragic poverty and exploitation of
the reservation system befalling Native Americans. Alaska was to become a battleground
between strikingly different viewpoints, and their confrontation has not been fully resolved even in the present day.
1_9 physical contrast to John Veniaminov, whom one writer called "Paul Bunyan in a
cassock," Sheldon Jackson was barely over five feet tall. He suffered from weak eyes and
frequent illness, but was equally as well-known as his Russian predecessor for his energy,
drive, and determination. Alaska historian Ted Hinckley has described him as having "a
personality and philosophy that matched those of John Calvin himself, Sheldon Jackson
hated sin and loved work. " Born in New York State on May 18, 1834, he graduated from
Union College in Schenectady in 18 ss. He was ordained and married the same year. Initiating his missionary career in a school for Choctaw boys in 18 58, he spent most of the
next twelve years in Minnesota. He then became active in the Board of Home Missions,
blazing a path of church-founding from the Canadian border to the Rio Grande . His activity brought him north to Alaska in 1877.
Sheldon Jackson's efforts took several directions . Not only was he concerned about
educating and converting Native Americans - actions he felt would serve to protect
them from white exploitation - but he also favored either controlling or banning the
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manufacture and sale of liquor. In this he had the cooperation of U.S . Navy authorities
on hand. As conditions changed, the various tensions reduced and schools constructed,
Presbyterian concern became directed more and more on protecting native women from
various elements of white male society - the military, miners, and merchants - as well
as on continuing the control of the flow of cheap rotgut whiskey which was devastating
entire villages. Many mission schools - ''Protestant Forts'' - were constructed to implement these programs.
Jackson's influence on the course of events in Alaska grew with his arrival in
Washington, D.C. as business manager of the Board of Home Missions in 1883 . From
this base he was very active and powerful in affairs dealing with the far northern territory.
Pressure from the Alaska lobby to replace the military jurisdiction of the territory with
civil government resulted in the passage of the Organic Act in 1884, with Jackson a major
contributor to the writing of this legislation. On July 4, 1884, President Chester Arthur
appointed Alaska's first U.S. territorial governor. Less than a year later, Jackson was
himself appointed the First District General Agent of Education . His office remained in
Washington.
With the organic act Jackson had killed the proverbial two birds with one stone; he
combined his own proposals for civil government with those for Alaskan education into a
single act. Among other things, the latter aspect of the bill called for "proper provision
for education of children of school age ... without reference to race.'' Public schools
were set up in conjunction with the various missions. This arrangement, of very ques-

Sheldon jackson's activities took several directions in Alaska. Concerned with education and conversion ofNative Americans, he also favored controlling liquor sales and
protection of native women from white male society. Many mission schools like this
one in Sitka - stzfl in existence today - were butft to implement his programs.
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tionable constitutionality, lasted into the mid-189os. It was defended by the argument
that missionary-teachers were the only ones available. Designed to be integrated, Jackson
soon found he had to retreat from intense white community pressure and to start separate
native public schools. With this, segregated schooling began in Alaska. The territory
witnessed the beginning of parallel school systems that exist to the present day.
With both his political and philosophical bases firmly established , Jackson laid the
framework for a movement in education away from the system of Veniaminov and the
Orthodox. The critical feature of this movement - the insistence on English-only instruction - led to suppression of native cultural development . Generations of teachers
dating from this time have convinced native parents that use of native languages results
in stupidity and difficulty in learning English; this is still the case in many areas.
Jackson himself lived long enough to instill this policy but was not around to witness
the dismal consequences of it, the legacy of linguistic insecurity which serves as a
psychological roadblock in contemporary life for many Native Americans. Elected
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in May 1897 - the
highest honor conferred by the Church - Jackson died shortly before his seventy-fifth
birthday on May 2, 1909, in Asheville, North Carolina.
The implementation of such a regimen of instruction brought forth a number of
policy directives offering suggestions for proper instruction of native pupils. This particular example appeared in the February 1888 issue of The North Star, co-edited by
Sheldon Jackson:
The Board of Home Missions has informed us that government contracts for educating Indian pupils provide for the ordinary branches of an English education to be taught, and
that no books in any Indian language shall be used, or instruction given in that language to
Indian pupils . The letter states that this rule will be strictly enforced in all government Indian schools. The Commissioner oflndian Affairs urges, and very forcibly too, that instruction in their vernacular is not only of no use to them but is detrimental to their speedy
education and civilization. It is now two years and more since the use of the Indian dialects
were first prohibited in the training school here. All instruction is given in English. Pupils
are required to speak and write English exclusively; and the results are tenfold more satisfactory than when they were permitted to converse in unknown tongues.

U.S. Bureau of Education Commissioner William Torrey Harris, reflecting attitudes
espoused by Jackson, felt that "We have no higher calling in the world than to be missionaries of our ideas to those people who have not yet reached the Anglo-Saxon frame of
mind,'' and ordered all teachers to '' ... take with them such books of literature as portray in the most powerful form the ideas and convictions of the people of England and
the United States." The works of Shakespeare, Dickens, Walter Scott, and their like, he
added, ''furnish exactly the material to inspire the teacher and to arouse and kindle the
sluggish minds of the natives of Alaska with sentiments and motives of action which lead
our civilization.''
These official statements from the policy makers were reinforced by the unofficial attitudes shared by many teachers in classrooms across the territory. "The Tlingit language
is doomed to speedy extinction, the sooner the better, for the natives," wrote missionary
instructor Livingston Jones in 1914. "There is little in their language to merit perpetuation.'' Other opinions expressed by Jones reflect a lack of understanding of linguistic and
cultural phenomena Jones was observing at the time, and illustrate clearly the American
attitude toward native language and culture. For Jones, Tlingit was a ''stunted and
dwarfed language," one inadequate for widening intellectual horizons and useless for
communicating with whites. The Tlingits "have no written language . Their totemic
emblems are the nearest . . . to it.'' He admits that the language does get passed on
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orally, concedes that ''the native is never at a loss to express himself in his own tongue,''
but feels that scarcely a sentence is spoken "in which a peculiar and distressing gutteral
does not appear. ''
It is not necessary to debate the merit of these arguments, which were widely shared
among American educators in Alaska at the time, and still are, for that matter, in some
areas. The important point is that the btfingual option was never raised as a viable alternative- that is, adding English to the native language and striving for dual competence.
There is no evidence at all that Russian was ever forced upon Alaska natives at the expense of or to the exclusion of their own language. Obviously there was ''Russification.''
Many natives learned Russian and some still speak it fluently. But the educational policies
were bilingual. Many homes were bilingual (through inter-marriage) but most were probably native-language only.
The consequences of such a drastic revision in public policy towards the native peoples
of the territory may best be understood in terms of the effects on the Aleuts. During the
height of John Veniaminov' s work among these people a flowering of local culture had
taken place, stemming in large measure from the emphasis placed on native language
literacy in the Russian Orthodox missionary effort. Yakov Netsvetov, for example, was an
Aleut born in Atka, where he began to serve as a priest in r8 2.8. In r842. he was transferred
to the Central Yupik area, where he designed a Yupik writing system and translated the
first church books into Yupik. Netsvetov was not only bilingual in Russian and Aleut,
but learned Yupik as well. Primarily known as an author and translator of Yupik books,
he also wrote some Atkan texts, and is probably the author of an anonymous Russian-

Healing ceremony in Dyea, Alaska. Late nineteenth century educational policy based
on suppression of native languages resulted in linguistic and cultural insecurity for
native peoples, and by the turn of the century, such rituals as this occurred only
infrequently.
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The progress of the acculturation process imposed upon Alaska'a native
peoples can be measured perceptibly in
this picture taken around r88 5. Whzle
the Tlingit man appears to have retained remnants of his native costume,
he is a vivid contrast to his wholly Americanized young companion.

Aleut dictionary, the largest Alaska native language dictiop.ary of the nineteenth century.
Netsvetov's work is indicative of the vitality enjoyed by native languages during the
period of Russian control. Sheldon Jackson himself noted in 1886 that half the population
of Unalaska was literate in Aleut. Around the turn of the century there was even a trilingual newspaper published in Unalaska, with articles in Aleut, Russian and English .
The experience of the Aleuts epitomizes what happened to other Alaskan native
groups after the coming of the Americans . American missionaries embarking upon the
great crusade of conversion and education discovered with the Aleuts not the anticipated
stereotype, but highly literate Christians with a longstanding tradition of native clergy.
Unfortunately, it was the wrong kind of Christianity and the wrong (Cyrillic) alphabet.
Attempts to suppress Russian and Aleut met with limited success, in fact. Contemporary reports touching upon the progress in promoting English sound a consistent
theme, namely that the policies weren't working. Instructors attacked various attempts at
reinforcing the Aleut and Russian their students already knew, efforts they held responsible for the lack of progress:
There has been one day of each week devoted to the Russian school which , in my opinion,
has a bad effect upon the children in their attempt to master the English tongue, and I
therefore , respectfully suggest that the practice of teaching Russian to the school children
be abolished.

Or:
One of the most serious obstacles in the way of American schools has been and is now , the
demand by the church that all her children learn Russian so as to understand the church services . Consequently , a great deal of time is wasted in teaching or attempting to teach , the
children two languages ... . It is not that the average native child is dull or stupid , for he
is not, but is because the child never hears English spoken except what he hears in the
school.

Language suppression was enforced by many means. There are numerous accounts of
physical punishment for speaking Aleut. Mouths were taped, knuckles rapped; one
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teacher reportedly swabbed students' tongues with a stinging solution . Even adults were
verbally reprimanded for speaking Aleut in the presence of whites.
The immediate results were no better. The following is a typical report: "It seems incredible but it is true that young men and women who have been to school here for
several years do not know how to speak or read a sentence of the English language . . . . ''
Although these policies met with limited success at the start, the cumulative effects
over the following sixty to one hundred years were disastrous to native self-image and
language survival. Where Russian culture and Orthodoxy led to a flowering of the literary
arts, American culture and Calvinism had led most of the native languages along the
path of extinction beyond the point of no return. As for self-image, one often hears
natives say, 'T m just a dumb native."
It is important to note two things here: many of the teachers could not tell the difference between Aleut and Russian, especially in written form, so discriminated against
both languages. Around 1912 the U.S. government closed the Orthodox Church school
on St . Paul Island by force. This was a significant act in what the Orthodox perceive as a
government sponsored and supported campaign against Orthodox and native culture in
Alaska. The dark ages had settled over Alaska native language and culture, and the suppression would continue without letup until the 1970s.
The Presbyterians and other American groups were not without scholars and
translators who valued and studied Alaska native languages . William A. Kelly and
Frances H. Willard wrote a Tlingit grammar book that was fine by the standards of their
day (1905), for example, and hymns were translated into native languages in a number of
instances. However, their efforts had no effect on general educational policy.
All Alaska native peoples and languages have been subjected to the kinds of pressures
and circumstances described above, with devastating results . The legacy is one of
linguistic and cultural insecurity. In Alaska and nationwide, we are fighting the same
issues we fought a hundred years ago. Irreparable damage has been done to the mental
health of the native communities and many individuals, and in fact to the white community as well, as all function in a very intricate language community.
Although the present format does not allow greater documentation and discussion of
the intellectual history involved, this essay will serve its purpose well if it calls attention to
choices at hand, and points to the existence of values that modern western, secular
culture may wish to emulate, not eradicate.
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STATE SURVEYOR GENERAL
JAMES F. HOUGHTON:
WE IMPACT OF A LAND SPECULATOR ON
CALIFORNIA HISTORY
DIANE SPENCER-HANCOCK

Land use and ownership patterns of the nation's public land states are the result of
decades of development. Since the early 18oos government policy has been one of extreme liberality, philosophically oriented to rapid divestiture. An official of the United
States General Land Office articulated this philosophy clearly about 186 5: "It has ever
been the anxious desire of the government to transmute its title to the soil into private
ownership by the most speedy processes that could be devised.''
Initially, land sales were looked upon as a source from which revenue for the new
federal government could be derived. Sales of public domain lands were made in portions no smaller than a quarte'r-township. These lands were sold to the highest bidder at a
minimum price of $2 .00 per acre with long credit terms extended to the buyer.
In 1820 the minimum purchase price of public land was lowered to SI. 25 per acre and
the minimum tract available for purchase was reduced to 160 acres. Later the right of preemption was given settlers on surveyed land, and finally this right was extended to unsurveyed lands. In addition, during 1862 the Homestead Act was passed, granting virtually free of charge 16o acres to any settler after five years' occupancy.
These federal land laws were theoretically passed to help build a nation of small, independent farmers. Additionally, however, larger portions of the public domain were
Prior to joining the editonal staffofthe Pacific Histonan in january I982 Dzane Spencer-Hancock was a
histonan with the State Lands Commission and the Calzfomza Attorney General's Office. Her research
interests lie particularly in the history ofthe Russian Amencan Company and Russian-Spanish relations
in Calzfomia. Ms . Spencer-Hancock has published several articles on these subjects, including "Notes
to the I8I7 Treaty Between the Ruman Amencan Company and the Kashaya Pomo ''and ' 'The Chapel
at Fort Ross: Its History and Reconstruction. ' '
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given other entities, such as grants to railroads, bounty land grants, agricultural college
grants, and several types of extremely generous grants to individual states.
It takes no great imagination to realize that the intent of the government's liberal
land policy, to produce a democratic nation of small, independent farmers, was subject to
subversion from its inception. With twentieth-century hindsight it is possible to see that
today's land ownership patterns are quite different from the democratic landownership
envisioned by Congress in the nineteenth century, and that they have evolved from the
failure of some aspects of early United States land policies.
Central to the reason why these nineteenth-century land policies often failed is the
role of land speculators. These individuals crossed all social, political and economic barriers and were present at every major land distribution transaction, actively intent upon
monopolizing large areas of public domain. Paul W. Gates summarized the role of land
speculators in this manner:
For better or for worse, the speculator, whether absentee or resident, squatter or banker,
local politician or Eastern senator, was present on every frontier. He affected every phase of
western development and left in all places his indelible mark. His motives and his deeds
one may deplore, but so characteristically American was he, so dynamic a part did he play
in shaping land and cultural patterns, that it is difficult to imagine an American frontier
without him.

Although the activities of these entrepreneurs have been generalized as despicable
and corrupt, in reality individual land speculators frequently made positive contributions
to public welfare. James Franklin Houghton- first family of Massachusetts, engineer,
Surveyor General of California, insurance tycoon, member of the San Francisco haute
monde, honored citizen ... and land speculator - is an excellent example of the impact
of such individuals on the history of the American frontier . As such, Houghton's life and
activities as surveyor general are wonhy of attention, not only as a review of abuses so
often perpetrated by land specualtors, but also to present a more balanced picture of the
influence such men had on the subsequent history of California and, indeed, the nation.
Before we turn to an examination of Houghton's life, a word of explanation is needed
regarding the nature of California's granted lands and the methods utilized in their
distribution.
On September 9, r8 so, the date of California's admission to the union, the new state
was dowered by its parent government with what would eventually total more than eight
million acres of land through several generous and valuable grants. Included were a five
hundred thousand-acre grant for internal improvements, thousands of acres of
swamplands by vinue of the Swamp Land Act of r8so, and Sections r6 and 36 of every
township for the benefit of schools. A later grant of rso,ooo acres for a seminary of learning was made to the state in r862. Administered and distributed wisely, the sale of these
lands could have provided a patrimony of generous proponions. Instead, due to the
choice of an inappropriate settlement pattern for the new state by the first legislators, a
distribution philosophy which echoed that of the federal government in espousing rapid
dispersal of state lands, and a nearly limitless variety of procedural loopholes in the
statutory basis for distribution of California's lands, by r89o most of these lands had been
sold.
The state office of the Surveyor General was established by the California Constitution of r848; to the surveyor general supposedly fell initial responsibility for sale and
distribution of state lands. However, the first surveyors general, Charles]. Whiting,
Senaca H. Marlette, John A. Brewster and Horace A. Higley, on the whole completed
tasks mandated by the legislature which had little to do with state lands.
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In 18 58 the California State Land Office (not to be confused with the General Land
Office for California, responsible for distribution of federal lands in California) was
created and given responsibility for administration and sale of all state granted lands. The
surveyor general was appointed ex-officio register of the California State Land Office and
given final authority on staff and procedure.
The details of James F. Houghton's private life exhibit breeding, affluence and
education as well as other traits which obviously contributed to his numerous successful
business enterprises.
Houghton was born December 1. 1827, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Both sides of
his family descended from early English emigrants and were families of some consequence. Houghton received his early schooling in Waltham, Massachusetts, and later attended prestigious Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York. He graduated in
1848 with a B.S. degree in civil engineering.
Following graduation Houghton returned to Waltham where he found work as an
engineer. There is some evidence he also studied advanced mathematics at Harvard during this period.
In 1850 Houghton's career took a divergent turn when the Boston mercantile firm of
Otis, Rich & Company sent him to California to establish a trading foothold in the new
state. Houghton apparently had a talent for such business activities, for he soon became a
member of the firm of B. D. Baxter & Company of Benicia, a consignee of Otis, Rich . In
18 51 Houghton purchased the interest of the other partners of Baxter, and continued in
the shipping business with a great deal of success.
In 18 53 Houghton moved to San Francisco and founded the lumber firm of Pine &
Houghton, which eventually became one of the most extensive concerns of its kind on
the Pacific coast.
Houghton also became one of the first men in California to trade at the newlyopened pons in Japan. In March 1854 Houghton chartered the bark Daniel Webster,
loaded her with goods, and engaged in the Japan trade for several years. Thus, by the age
of 27, Houghton's business interest were already extensive - and extremely lucrative.
Politically, Houghton is noteworthy as one of the first prominent members of the
Republican Party in California. The Republican Parry, formed nationally in 18 54 largely
as a reaction against the Kansas-Nebraska Act, found much supporr among abolitionists. By virrue of his solid Yankee heritage, Houghton apparently gravitated naturally
to the newly-formed parry and rose swiftly in its ranks. It is interesting to note that
Houghton's political beliefs closely paralleled the Republican platform and appear to
have motivated many actions throughout his life.
In 1862 Houghton was elected Surveyor General of California and turned his attention to discharge of those duties. In 1868, upon expiration of his third term in office,
Houghton returned to an active business life and once again turned his attention to a new
area of commerce, the rapidly expanding field of.insurance.
In 1868 he became a director of the Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company of California. From this base of operation he soon expanded into other lines of insurance and in
1874 Houghton purchased a controlling interest in the stock of the Home Mutual Insurance Company. Houghton was soon elected president of Home Mutual, a company
which specialized in lines of fire insurance.
During the decade of the 187os Houghton and his wife were well-known in San Francisco society, and Houghton's business affairs broadened and prospered .
In 1887 Houghton became president of the San Francisco Dock Company, and in
1889 he was elected to the board of regents of the University of California. In addition,
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The main emigrant route into California, the Placervzlle-Carson City Toll Road as it
appeared in r865. Duties of early surveyors general had little to do with state lands
but did include survey of roads, city and county boundaries, and collection of
agricultural statistics. Responsibzlity for the survey of this road fell to Surveyor
General Senaca H. Marlette, who completed the task in r856.
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during the 1SSos, he became president of the Central Land Company and was deeply involved in the purchase and sale of government lands in California. Houghton died on
February 2., I903, in San Francisco, survived by his widow and three of their four children.
There is little doubt that even disregarding his land acquisitions, Houghton was one of
the great California entrepreneurs of the nineteenth century, ranking alongside Crocker,
Huntington, Hopkins, Stanford and others in acquisitive instinct, financial acumen and luck. Further, Houghton embodied both the best and worst attributes of a new
breed of men who populated the west and dominated national politics during the IS6os
and IS7os. Personally intelligent, articulate and charming, Houghton was a formidable
adversary in business matters. This public-spirited citizen and devoted family man, active
in affairs of Trinity Episcopal Church of San Francisco and of the board of regents of the
University of California, also exhibited a ruthless, pragmatic approach to business and
profit. Such an approach, coupled with an extremely flexible code of ethics, allowed him
to achieve remarkable financial success.
It is to Houghton's term as surveyor general that we must turn our attention in order
to understand the man's impact on California history. His administration, IS62.-IS6S,
marked a critical juncture in the history of California's granted lands. A unique combination of factors occurred to assure this . Houghton's own character, in tandem with the
laissez-faire political philosophy of the era, proved a deadly combination when interfaced
with the inadequately staffed California State Land Office and the loosely-constructed
legislation under which that office administered and distributed state lands.
The result of this unique combination of time, situation and individual was the fact
that during Houghton's administration (and well beyond it) land jobbers, speculators
and monopolists acquired fortunes, as well as thousands of acres of land, through sharp
practice of California land sale regulations and corrupt practices within the State Land
Office. Let us examine how this occurred.
The decade of the IS6os brought boom times to California. During these years
California achieved a startling population growth, developed very successful agricultural
methods, built railroads, and made rapid improvements in other modes of transportation. On the commercial front, vastly improved banking facilities arose. By IS6o most
businessmen and politicians had acquired a far greater understanding of the resources of
the State than they'd had in IS so and utilized this understanding to achieve the progress
seen during that decade. One of the greatest of these resources, of course, was the
millions of acres of land belonging to the state.
The decade of the IS 6os may thus also be characterized by the wholesale distribution
of state lands which occurred during these years. Initially, in common with federal land
distribution philosophy, sale of state lands had been envisioned by early leaders of
California as being made most often to small farmers. In actuality this did not occur, for
in many small- and large-scale operations by potential commercial potentates of the era,
numerous methods were utilized to virtually strip the state of its lands. From IS6o to IS6s
more than two million acres of California lands passed into private hands, largely through
the efforts of the California State Land Office. And the sad fact must be faced that the
massive divestiture of state lands during these years was greatly aided by blatant
corruption.
The California State Land Office was the perfect location for an individual to make a
fortune through illicit schemes, many of which took advantage of ill-conceived and
poorly-framed legislation relating to the sale of state lands. Divestiture of state lands, per
se, was not pernicious to public interest, but the pattern set in ISs S by the first applications and sales handled by Surveyor General Horace A. Higley, Houghton's immediate
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Horace A. Higley, Houghton's
predecessor in office, was the first
surveyor general to serve as ex-officio
register of the newly-created Calzfornia
State Land Office. Higley found the
new duties onerous andpossibly because
of that attitude established administrative procedures easily subverted
by land speculators.
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predecessor in office- and greatly expanded under Houghton's administration - was.
To initiate the sorry list of corrupt practices inaugurated and perpetuated within the office, first and foremost was bribery of the low-salaried clerks. Such bribery generally paved the way for further, more complex methods of defrauding the state.
For instance, under Houghton's administration, the dummy system of filing for land
and the technique called ''stealing lieu' ' were used and developed to a fine an. The
dummy system employed men never intending to settle the land to file applications for
acreage. Although men filing such applications swore they were bona fide settlers, control of the applications was immediately turned over to speculators for a fee.
" Stealing lieu" occurred chiefly because federal and state land offices allowed settlers
purchasing already-occupied school land Sections 16 and 36 to choose other public lands
in lieu of their original choice. Settlers desiring such lands noted on their applications
precisely what substitute acreage they wished to purchase. As the pool of lieu selections
decreased, speculators carefully studied applications of bona fide settlers in land office
record books opened to them by bribery, and simply copied the lieu selections noted
thereon. Such selections were then entered on the speculator's own applications and confirmed immediately . When at a later date the real settler attempted to secure the lieu
purchase previously applied for, he would discover it already sold.
Another common practice was that of ''holding . '' As the California State Land Office
required only a ss.oo down payment on the ordinary purchase of 640 acres, large-scale
speculators were able to acquire thousands of acres by combining real and dummy applications with an initial down payment, without ever completing the purchase.
Legitimate purchasers would have to buy the lands from the "holding" speculator, who
naturally charged a substantially higher price for the acreage.
The question of whether Houghton actually engaged in any of these practices himself
and truly earned the appellation of land speculator must be addressed. The simple fact
that by 1871 Houghton owned more than 3oo,ooo acres of land and was considered one of
the largest single landholders of the state makes the question almost academic. The fur-
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ther fact that there is no indication Houghton owned any sizeable acreage prior to his
election as surveyor general not only makes Houghton one of the most noted land
speculators in California, but also a man who apparently benefitted spectacularly from
holding public office .
Yet it must be noted that, while some of the most serious cases of land fraud and
monopoly in the state's history were perpetrated under Houghton's supervision and apparently with his active collusion, Houghton also solved two of the most troublesome
problems of the surveyor general's office.
Of major importance in California, both in Houghton's time and in the present century, was the question of the eastern boundary of California. During Houghton's administration the portion of the boundary lying between Lake Tahoe and the Oregon
border caused particular friction. In 1863 the legislature of California succumbed to increasing pressure from its citizens to settle the boundary question. The San Francisco Alta
succinctly defined popular concern in the matter:
. . . This survey is considered a necessity because of the increasing population in the Honey
Lake and Esmeralda districts, through which the boundary runs at some unknown line. The
tax collectors from both the State [of California] and the Territory [of Nevada] claim
tribute, and in some places there are courts and officers acting under two conflicting
authorities. Many of the people are disposed to prefer the jurisdiction of Nevada because
the taxes are not so high in the Territory as under the State law, and also because they are
nearer in miles, in business and in the condition of roads, to Carson City than to Sacramento . ... The ill feeling among the settlers at Honey Lake against California has gone so far
that they have defied the Sheriff of Plumas County with arms, and threatened to shoot him
if he should come there to execute any civil or criminal process .... The line must be fixed
and the sooner the work is done, the ~tter.

A joint surveying party under the supervision of Surveyor General Houghton of
California and Butler lves, the commissioner for Nevada, assembled in May 1863 to accomplish the task. They succeeded in determining the northernmost 310 miles of California's eastern boundary . The survey quieted a heated dispute regarding legal jurisdiction
which at one point threatened actual hostilities between California and Nevada.
The second and perhaps most admirable achievement of Surveyor General Houghton
was the role he played vis-a-vis the 1866 act to quiet land titles in California. Numerous
attempts had been made through the years to clarify difficulties relating to state lands,
particularly those regarding title . In 1859 Surveyor General Higley traveled to
Washington to discuss these matters with the commissioner of the United States General
Land Office. Although Higley's efforts may have improved the commissioner's
understanding of California's unique geography, particularly with regard to swamp and
overflowed lands, in actuality Higley accomplished little that was tangible. At the time of
Houghton's election the United States still refused to transfer title to any of the land the
State had segregated as her own.
In 1862 a second trip to Washington was made by legislative envoy William H. Parks,
a member of the Board of Swamp Land Commissioners, in a further effort to resolve the
difficulties between the state and federal governments. Parks, like Higley, was
unsuccessful.
Realizing the urgency and importance of securing title to lands granted California by
the federal government, the legislature next tried its hand at resolving the problem
directly. In concurrent resolutions of April24, 1863, the senate and assembly cogently set
forth existing title difficulties and requested that congressional representatives of the
state in Washington procure passage of a law allowing the state to confer secure title to
purchases already made through the California State Land Office.
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The senators and congressmen of California subsequently met with the commissioner
of the United States General Land Office who was, in Houghton's words, adamant in
'' ... adhering to his erroneous positions.'' Such obstinance resulted '' ... in an almost
total suspension of communication between him and the two members of the California
delegation who had been most active in urging a settlement. In the winter of 186 s, this
situation culminated in their demanding the commissioner's removal." Unfortunately,
the opposition rather than the cooperation of the General Land Office was thus assured
and, as late as 1866, no land of any class had yet actually been listed to the state.
At this juncture the California legislature called upon Houghton, in his official
capacity as surveyor general, to travel to Washington and once again attempt settlement
of the pressing title question.
On April 19, 1866, Houghton left San Francisco for Washington. Working closely
with Senator John Conness and Congressmen John Bidwell and Steven]. Fields, as well as
serving as liaison between these individuals and Commissioner]. M. Edmunds of the
General Land Office, Houghton finally effected an understanding of the depth and importance of the California land title question on the part of all concerned. At long last all
parties agreed the situation would best be resolved by congressional action . A bill satisfying all parties was framed and introduced in Congress.
The bill faced its chief opposition from George Julian, a representative from Indiana
and chairman of the House Land Committee. Julian spoke heatedly against passage of
the bill, stating it would act mainly to benefit jobbers and speculators rather than bona
fide settlers, and further would essentially place congressional stamp of approval upon
both past and future activities of land speculators. Julian also suggested the bill was being
given active support by several individuals who stood to gain from its passage.
However, despite Julian's opposition and with much effort by all concerned, the bill
finally passed both houses and was signed by the president on July 2.3, 1866. Titled "An
Act to Quiet Land Titles in California,'' it officially confirmed to the state lands previously selected and sold to individuals as state lands, provided no selection made by the state
was contrary to existing law.
It is clear that Houghton was largely responsible for both the construction and final
passage of this law which corrected many existing title difficulties. Enormous amounts of
patience and endurance, as well as a wide knowledge of land practices in California, were
required on Houghton's part. Despite the less honorable deeds in which he was actively
engaged at that time and in years to come, Houghton's contribution to the stability and
credibility of state title to its lands is noteworthy.
A third action of Surveyor General Houghton must be noted, not so much for its impact upon state land matters, bur rather in relation to the subsequent history of California. This matter is Houghton's role in the construction of the transcontinental railroad.
The Railroad Act of 1862. established generous grants and subsidies to the Central
Pacific Railroad to aid in constructing the first transcontinental railroad. This act was
augmented by further substantial subsidies in 1863. One of the most generous subsidies,
which later formed the foundation of the Central Pacific assets, provided s48 ,ooo per
mile for building track across the Sierra Nevada mountains. A block of ISO miles was set
aside to receive the maximum subsidy, stipulated to begin at the base of the Sierra in
California and to end at the base of the Sierras in Nevada. Through various additional
bonds and matching amounts, overall subsidy for these ISO miles was actually s96,ooo per
mile. The Central Pacific Railroad thus stood to make more than fourteen million dollars
once the actual base of the Sierras in California was determined.
In 1863 and early 1864 the Central Pacific experienced financial difficulties and its
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Leland Stanford was governor of California as well as preszdent of the Central
Pacific Razfroad at the time he requested
james F. Houghton's help in determining the base of the Sierra Nevada
mountains.

management was anxious that the base of the Sierras be declared as close to Sacramento
as possible. To make this determination the expertise of the outstanding scientist and
State Geologist,). D. Whitney; the United States Surveyor General for California, Edward Beale; and the Surveyor General for California, James F. Houghton, was utilized.
Disregarding the fact that the courts of California previously determined the base of
the Sierras to be a distance of thirty-one miles from Sacramento, all three eminent
witnesses stated a far different location - and one far more beneficial to the Central
Pacific. Whitney, Beale and Houghton stated the base of the Sierras began a mere seven
miles from Sacramento, at the crossing of Arcade Creek.
In a letter written to Leland Stanford, Governor of the State of California (only incidentally, of course, president of the Central Pacific Railroad), Houghton stated:
Your letter asking me to examine the law of Congress in regard to the location of the ISO
miles most difficult of construction commencing at the western base of the Sierra Nevada
Mountains, and also to examine the profile of the route selected by your company, reached
my office during my absence on the eastern boundary survey of the State.
Since my return, I have given the subject careful consideration, and am satisfied that it
should be located in such a manner that the two extremities of the ISO miles should rest
upon corresponding grades, the one to the west, the other to the east of the mountains .
Applying this, which seems to me the most reasonable rule of determination, to the profile
of the route as surveyed by Mr. T. D. Judah, your chief engineer, I find that at a distance of
7 miles from the City of Sacramento, at a point marked Arcade.Creek, a grade of 2.I feet per
mile occurs, and at a distance of ISO miles from this last-named point the route reached the
Big Truckee Meadow, over and beyond the Sierra Nevadas, with a long continuous grade of
2.0 feet per mile eastward.
In my opinion, the proper location of the said ISO miles is from Arcade Creek with a grade
of 21 feet, to the Big Truckee Meadow, over and beyond the Sierra Nevadas, with a grade of
2.0 feet per mile, which line covers the whole eastern and western slopes of the Sierra
Nevada Mountains and extends to corresponding grades on either side.
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The trio of letters from the experts, unaccompanied by any sort of affidavit attesting to
their veracity, apparently provided the chief basis for the decision rendered by President
Lincoln in January 1864. Without ever viewing the region Lincoln, with a stroke of his
pen, fixed the base of the Sierra Nevadas, as Houghton, Beale and Whitney had advised:
seven miles from Sacramento.
With the enormous subsidy for numerous miles of easy rolling country which received
top-dollar bonus from the United States government, the Central Pacific (reincorporated
as the Southern Pacific) went on to become the primary political power in the state, eventually earning the sobriquet of' 'the Octopus'' for its control of state politics as well as its
pernicious, insidious manipulation of the lives of thousands of California citizens.
It is difficult to determine Houghton's motives in the matter. From his letter to Stanford, he appears to have taken a rational, scientific point of view. Yet knowing
Houghton's political inclinations, and remembering that a principal plank in the
Republican platform was solid support for construction of the transcontinental railroad, it
is nearly impossible to take Houghton's action at face value. It may be significant that no
affidavit accompanied Houghton's letter; given Houghton's religious inclinations, he
might be unlikely to violate a legal oath. It is even more interesting to speculate upon
what form the gratitude of the Big Four took toward Houghton - a very real benefactor
of that corporation - for it seems unlikely Houghton would pursue a course of action
likely to reflect adversely upon his professional capabilities without some sort of
incentive.
The dual personality of James F. Houghton, land speculator par excellence masquerading as caretaker of state interests, makes it difficult to make a truly critical assessment of his administration. However, he was perhaps the most brilliant and besteducated of all the individuals to have held the position of surveyor general; his political
connections were of the highest; and his financial and personal resources were nearly un-

State marker indicates the location of
the base of the Sierra Nevada mountains, seven miles from Sacramento. The
determination ofthis point was made by
james F. Houghton, Edward Beale and
J.D. Whitney at the request of the Central Pacific Rat/road.
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paralleled in the state. Had he acted in the honest, forthright manner of surveyors
general preceding him, the power and prestige of his own personality would undoubtedly have guaranteed that the very basis of land ownership and policy in California would
be vastly different today.

SOURCES: This article on James F. Houghton is
pan of a larger work entitled The Surveyors
General of Calzfornia, 1849-1929, written under
contract for the California State Lands Commission, Sacramento, and available from that
agency.
For details of Houghton 's life see James F.
Houghton, "The Biography of James F.
Houghton," an unpublished, undated
manuscript dictated to H. H. Bancroft in the
manuscript collection of the Bancroft Library,
University of California, Berkeley; Contemporary Biography of Calzfornia's Representative
Men (San Francisco: A. H. Bancroft, 1881); The
Bay of San Francisco, A History (San Francisco:
Lewis Publishing Company, 1892); and the San
Francisco Chronicle for February 2, 1903 .
A more detailed description of the numerous
corrupt practices relating to sale of California's
state lands can be found in the following articles:
Paul W . Gates: "Public Land Disposal in
California," Agricultural History , Vol. XLIX ,
No . r Oanuary 1975); Henry George, Our Land
and Land Policy (New York: Doubleday and McClure, r9or); Gerald Nash, "The California State
Land Office, r8s8-r898 ," Huntington Library
Quarterly, Vol. 27, No. 4 (August 1964) and
"California's State Lands ," Chapter VII of State
Government and Economic Development
(Berkeley: Institute of Governmental Studies,
1964); "Report of the Joint Committee on Public
and State Lands," Appendix to the journals of
the Calzfornia Legislature, 19th Session, Vol. 2;

''Report of the Special Committee on Land
Monopoly, r876," Appendix to the journals of
the California Legislature, 21st Session, Vol. IV;
and the San Francisco Chronicle under the dates
of March 2.8, r876, May 3, 7 and 8, r877.
Information on Houghton 's activities regarding the boundary determination question can be
found in Francois Uzes, Chaining the Land
(Sacramento: Landmark Enterprises , 1977).
For further details of Houghton's activities in
quieting land titles in California, the author
used William H. Parks, "Report of the Hon.
William H . Parks as Land Commissioner to Visit
the City of Washington," Appendix to the journals of the Calzfornia Legislature, 14th Session;
and James F. Houghton, "Biennial Report of the
Surveyor General, November r, r86s to
November r, r867,'' Appendix to the journals of
the California Legislature, 17th Session, Vol. r.
The following sources were used for information regarding Houghton's activities in determining the foot of the Sierra Nevada mountains:
Edwin Sabin, Buzlding the Pacific Razlway
(Philadelphia: ]. B. Lippincott, 1919); Oscar
Lewis, The Big Four (New York : Alfred A.
Knopf, 1938); Senate Document sr, Part 6, soth
Congress (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office , r887), p. 3570. In addition, Walter
P. Gray III, of the California State Railroad
Museum in Sacramento, has been most kind in
helping document Houghton's role in determini~g the base of the Sierra Nevada.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
Primary material related to Western history

CALIFORNIA'S FIRST MEDICAL SCHOOL
RONALD H . LIMBAUGH

The Golden State's first chartered university, University of the Pacific, has a second, less
well-known distinction: it pioneered medical education on the West Coast. The following letter, written in 1894 by C.A.E. Hertel, the first graduate of the "Medical Department of the University of the Pacific,'' is a terse but revealing narrative which describes
both the founding and the founders. This fledgling effort failed after a few short years,
but it spawned the Cooper Medical School which ultimately became the foundation for
the distinguished medical program at Stanford University.
July 4th 1922
Pacific Grove, Calif.
This Document was found by the undersigned amoung the archives of the Pacific
Grove Methodist Episcopal Church, where the late Reverend T.H. Sinex, D.D., was once
Superintendent and Pastor.
Chas. E. Winning, Minister
San Jose, No. 40 Magnolia Ave. Feb. gth 1894

Rev~ T.H. Sinex, D .D.
Pacific Grove, Cal.
Dear Bro:
In an article of the San Jose Mercury of recent date I see that you are to be the
historian of the University of the Pacific in the educational convention of the same on the
afternoon of the 9th of March at the midwinter fair in San Francisco. It is no doubt your
desire and labour to give as complete and full a report and history of the University in its
doings and influence and results as possible, and you will therefore excuse this freedom of
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Harry]. Smith earned a medical degree
in 1915 from Stanford University after it
had absorbed the property and equipment of Cooper Medical College in
1908.

mine in calling your attention to a past feature of this noble institution, which at present
does not exist anymore, but created a far reaching influence of beneficent work upon this
and our neighbouring states .
I have reference to the ' ' Medical department of the University of the Pacific,'' which
was formed in the fall of the year 18 s8 and of which you will permit me to give you a little
account as I was no doubt the first student to matriculate and am now the only living
graduate of the first class called the "class of 18 s9" of this branch.
The physicians and surgeons, which first saw the necessity of a medical school on this
coast, especially on account of diseases and accidents in the mining districts, which were
different in nature and required different treatment from those in ' 'the East,'' could not
get a suitable charter under which to work and therefore applied to the University of the
pacific for the forming of this department under its charter. Of course it was cheerfully
and readily granted , but located in San Francisco because of the more suitable climate for
dissection, which can be done there in summer and winter alike; also on account of the
material to be had, the hospitals located there, the residence of the gentlemen forming
the faculty, the cosmopolitan state of the inhabitants, and especially on account of the
miners, coming there for treatment.
Dr. Elias S. Cooper had already a private hospital on Mission Street near third and offered it free as an ''aula'' for this purpose . He became professor of anatomy and Surgery.
Dr. Cooper died in 1862. from overwork.
Dr. R. Beverly Cole, now of the UnivY of California, was Dean of the faculty & professor of the Instit. of Medic. & of obstetrics.
Dr. Isaac Rowell, professor of Chemistry. (deceased)
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Dr.]. Morrison, prof. of Pathologie and the Princip. & Pract. of Med. He died in the
East from an injury in making an autopsy.
Dr. Benjamin R. Carman, Prof. of Materia medica & Therapeut. He died in Mexico,
where he went for his health.
Hon! George Barstow, prof. of Medical Jurisprudence . He was a foremost lawyer of
San Francisco, where he died .
Dr. Alexander S. Gibbons was then President of the University of the Pacific located
at Santa Clara. On the 13th of September 18 s9 a young physician who had arrived in San
Francisco in 1858 from Australia received the "ad eundem" degree; he also died after
leaving the state . I have forgotten his name. At the same time and date I received the
Diploma of Doctor in arte medica, headed
Pacifici Universitas
Omnibus has literas Salutem,
Signed by Alexandrus Severns Gibbons, Praeses . and all the above
named members of the faculty.
Datum Sancti Francisci
Die decinius tertius mensis Septembris A.D . 1859·

So you see that I am really a Alumnus of our University. After a few years new men
came into the faculty that perhaps were strangers to the UnivY of the pacific, and
therefore they managed to change the name into ''The Medical college of the pacific.''
On the 2.4 th of March 188o I received a certificat of membership in the ''Alumni Association of the Med. College of the pacific. - Then the present "Cooper Collegium
Medicum" was formed and permanently inaugurated and on the fourth of November
1882 all former graduates were given a new diploma, with the following explanatory note:
"This additional diploma is granted by Cooper medical college to N.N.(C.A.E.H.) a
graduate of the medical department of "University of the Pacific" in 18 59, in consequence of the discontinuance of the latter and the transferrence of its faculty to Cooper
medical College." L.C. Lane, president.
I became a student of medicine in that department at its beginning in 18 s8, because I
had taken a full course in the College of physicians and surgeons in New York, and Dr.
Jesse T. Peck, who interested himself very much in this new department, advised me to
matriculate and Dr. A.S . Gibbons gave me a letter of introduction to the Dean of the
faculty .
I had hard work on hand with my ministerial labour among the german people, but I
think a great deal of being permitted to hold the diploma of the University of the Pacific
and being now the oldest and only living graduate of the Class of 18 s9 of our beloved
institution.
In stating these facts to you I have absolutely no personal gratification in view, but
only a desire that the friends of our University shall know what this institution
endeavored to do for the elevation & education of mankind. If you can use these
statements, please do so and oblige.
Truly Yours,
C.A.E. Hertel
P.O. Box ws6, San Jose, Cal.
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Undergraduate science faczli'ties at University of the Pacific's San jose Campus
around the turn of the century. Students of Calzfornia's first medical school began
their careers in laboratories much like these.
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THE EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY OF
JOHN SWETT AND JOHN MUIR
NICHOLAS C. POLOS

On May 14th, 1913• the University of California at Berkeley honored John Swett, along
with his lifelong friendJohn Muir, with the honorary Doctor of Laws degree . Neither of
these unique adopted sons of California was overly impressed with such honors; indeed
they would have agreed with Henry IV that ' 'Honour is mere scutcheon.'' In his tribute
to the two men President Benjamin Ide Wheeler spoke most affectionately of their
accomplishments and especially pointed out that John Swett was the founder of the
public school system of California. In closing his tribute the President observed, ''John
Swett is more responsible than any other man living or who has ever lived for the wonderful school system in California.''
During his retired years Swett spent much of his time with his close friend John Muir,
who lived on the ranch (Strentzel Ranch) adjoining his. They spent many hours arguing
about the proper approach to education, recalling old times such as their camping trips in
the high Sierras, in the Yosemite, and their days together in San Francisco. They often
quarreled with each other in a joking way, but enjoyed sharing the twilight of their lives
together. On August 22, 1913, after a short illness, John Swett died . Muir was stunned.
One writer wrote:
In the midst of the bitter turmoil , on an August day in 1913 , John Swett quietly slipped out
of life ... . As Muir turned away from Swett's grave, he felt lost and alone . No more daily
communings with this best of friends, his alter ego , who had stabilized and guided him in
his young manhood and had labored beside him effectively through all the years .
Nicholas C. Polos is Professor of History in the Graduate Division of La Verne College in Calzfornia.
Well-known for his research in educational history, Dr. Polos began his study ofthe personality ofjohn
Swett with his Ph.D. dissertion, John Swett: The Horace Mann of California, in 1962. His many
publications on various aspects of history and education have received numerous honors and include
several books and articles on thzs pioneer in California education.
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John Swett and John Muir first met in the winter of 1874 in Oakland where Muir was
busy writing an article on glacial action in the Sierra Nevada. This was the beginning of a
long friendship. Swett persuaded Muir to become a member of the Swett household in
San Francisco for three months without any charge. In return Muir promised to act as
guide the next summer on a vacation trip to the Yosemite. Swett planned a camping trip
which was to include Muir, J.B. McChesney, the veteran principal of Oakland High
School, and William Keith, a California painter of landscapes. John Swett later recalled :
''Those long evening meetings in Muir's study room are among the pleasant recollections
of my life.''
The party made the trip to Yosemite Valley and the high Sierra above the valley, and
this was one of Swett's most enjoyable experiences in California. Muir returned the
following winter to live with the Swett family, and this intimate friendship led Swett to
purchase a tract of land in 1881 in Alhambra Valley (near Martinez, California) which
became the Hill Girt Ranch near the Strentzel Ranch where Muir lived. Swett' s youngest
daughter Helen, than about three years old, soon became one of Muir's favorites. Muir
was very fond of children and often played with Helen and young Frank Tracy Swett.
The two men, John Muir and John Swett, had great respect for each other even
though they often differed over issues such as politics and, most of all, educational
theory. In his autobiography Swett wrote of John Muir:
As a keen observer and poetic interpreter on nature, as an enthusiastic explorer in California, Alaska, and the Rocky Mountain regions, John Muir stands without a rival. He combines strict scientific accuracy with poetic expression in a manner that lends a singular
charm to his writings .

John Muir, on the other hand, while he admired Swett and often sought his advice and
help, and appreciated Swett's effort to bring free public-school education to California,
did not have the strong faith in social institutions such as schools that Swett did. To
understand this clearly one needs to examine the basic educational philosophy of both
Muir and Swett.
II.
John Swett was not a speculative philosopher. His educational philosophy grew out of
his educational experiences. Unlike Andrew]. Moulder, his predecessor as California
State Superintendent of Schools, Swett did not have the advantage of a university education. He was what we would call today a self-made man; he acquired much of his
philosophy of education in the field, as did John Muir. Swett read a great deal and borrowed ideas freely from both educators and philosophers. His writings are full of quotes
from Spencer, Pestalozzi , Mill, Bain, Froebel, Mann and Barnard. He was familiar with
educational developments in the nation through reading journals from various states and
reports of state superintendents. Most of Swett's writings (except his poetry) are manuals
on methods of teaching. He was more an authority on the practice of education than on
the philosophy of education. His philosophy was eclectic. In this respect Swett was a
product of his times.
The influence of New England was strong, and the New Hampshire man (Swett)
quickly embraced the idea of the public school system supported at public expense. Today many educational revisionists such as Michael Katz insist that the rise of public
schools in the nineteenth century was engineered by industrial leaders of the age to meet
new immigration and labor needs. Swett, however, saw the public school as the crucible
of American citizenship . He carried this concept with him to California, where the raw
frontier modified it. The ultimate result would be a free school system unlike that of any
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john Swett arrived in California in r8 53. Following a short, unsuccessful attempt at
gold mining, he returned to the educational field when he accepted the position of
princzpal of the Rincon Grammar School in San Francisco in r8 54· Here Princzpal
Swett poses with some of the leading pupzls of the Rincon School in r8 55.

other section of the United States. John Swett was the ''Horace Mann of the Pacific,''
and like Mann had a right to be proud of his monument - the public school system of
California.
A part of Swett's New England heritage derived from his direct contact with the
American giants, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Edwin Percy Whipple and Theodore Parker.
Inspired by Emerson, whose lectures he attended while teaching near Boston, Swett embraced many Emersonian concepts of education. He took as his guide an Emersonian
admonition which said:
Our culture has truckled to the times - to the senses . It is not manworthy [sic] . If the vast
and spiritual are omitted, so are the practical and moral. . . . We teach boys to be men as
we are . We do not teach them to aspire to be all they can. We scarcely educate their bodies.
We do not train the eye and the hand.

Although John Swett seemed to accept Emerson's optimistic faith in the infinitude of the
private man, he was not exactly the ''transcendental man.'' According to Swett knowledge was not to be had intuitively; he borrowed only parts of various philosophies, and
never grappled with the recondite implications of any metaphysical system. He often accepted at their face value the educational recommendations, reforms and ideas of other
thinkers. For example, Swett had no difficulty moving from faculty psychology, upon
which he based much of his early writing, to associational or experimental psychology.
His later writings lean heavily on the latter. There is no indication of a transitional
period . It should be noted, however, that Swett did not enter the jungle of theoretical
associative psychology. He simply extracted what had immediate and practical application and used it. In later years, when he and Muir argued over the proper means of
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education, neither of them resorted to speculative or philosophical reasons to support
particular points of view.
A fine example of Swett's dependence upon ideas of other thinkers was his reliance
upon the works of the Scotch psychologist Alexander Bain (1818-1903), who belonged to
the school of psychology known as associationism. In Swett's analysis he drew heavily
from Bain's work, especially in the areas of intellectual and moral training, and school
discipline. Swett is in agreement with Bain when he writes, "Mind starts from 'discrimination.' Our intelligence is absolutely limited by our power of discrimination.''
Bain and Swett agreed that the retentive faculty is the most important factor in education, and both accepted the idea that the reflective faculties are not fully developed during the period of school life . In later years Muir and Swett could never agree on the role of
the retentive faculty, and Muir contended strongly that intuitive faculties overshadowed
retention .
While the influence of New England, Pestalozzianism, European thought on education, and Emersonian ideas all made a mark on John Swett, he was also guided and
directed as a young man by William Russell at the Normal Institute at Reed's Ferry, New
Hampshire . To his credit, Swett acknowledged his intellectual indebtedness to his old
mentor all his life, something many of us neglect to do until it .is too late. From Russell,
Swett acquired the view that education was a practical means to an end. From Russell's
teachings and educational writings Swett derived an idealistic and almost sentimental attitude toward education . This attitude lacked the psychological overtones ofBain and the
scientific ardor of Spencer and Huxley. Whereas Bain looked upon education as a kind of
educational or psychological process to be studied, both Russell and Swett looked upon
education as a kind of ctusade - a type of holy war against ignorance. The key to Swett's
intellectual depth is to be found in Russell's statement:
But, to the teacher, philosophical theory is a doubtful aid, compared with his own daily inspection of the mind itself, in its actual working and obvious tendencies ... . His work is
that of a living philosopher, in act .

Most of Swett's ideas on education and the training of the intellect were drawn from
Russell's Normal Training. Swett, in short, interpreted education as applied thought. He
relegated classical studies to a secondary position in the classroom (which John Muir refused to do) and placed a strong emphasis on practical, utilitarian education .
In adopting this attitude Swett also shows that he was very familiar with the works of
the British writer Herbert Spencer (182.0-1903) and the writings 0f the utilitarians Jeremy
Bentham (1749-1832), James Mill (1773 -1836), and the latter's son, John Stuart Mill
(1806-1873).
Because preparation for complete living was education's chief function, Spencer concluded that scientific studies, especially those concerned with self-preservation and
maintenance of good health, were of most importance in the curriculum. Swett's writings
are full of statements about the necessity of incorporating physical training into the curriculum since this led to sound health, an important requisite for self-preservation. On
this point John Muir would have argued that the proper life style, i.e., living with nature,
did away with the false necessity of having to learn physical training. Muir did not have
strong faith in the power of social institutions or their educational methods.
John Swett was a small man physically, but his strength was remarkable. Many times
he would walk nine or ten miles to his home . He was a champion of physical education
and his life style was a reflection of this . His interest in technical and vocational education
ranked with his insistence that physical education be made part of every school's curriculum. John Muir shared his interest in technical and vocational education but doubted
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that public schools would really encourage young men to exploit their abilities in inventive fields. Muir felt that the school's outlook was too narrow since it was then tied to
classical studies which did not reflect the second industrial revolution at all. Swett did not
agree with Muir in this regard. In his final report as California State Superintendent of
Schools Swett wrote:
I go out into the streets of this great city; I hear everywhere the hum of industry .... I see
in the public school with its busy brains, an engine mightier than one of steam; and the
narrow aisles of the schoolroom broaden into the wide and thronged streets of the
great city.

After the turn of the century Swett's early foundation in manual training blossomed into
vocational training for many boys and girls.
Swett's conception of science reflected the typical nineteenth-century outlook on the
subject. It simply encompassed collecting specimens and classifying them for the school
cabinet. Only in this one area where Muir and Swett completely in agreement, and that
was that students learn from nature by observation without the use of a textbook.
Muir and Swett shared a notable dislike, a distaste for' 'lesson-hibbing,'' and extreme
"book-gluttony." They also felt that much nineteenth-century learning which was not
empirical could be classified as "things wotth forgetting." This is how Swett described
his point of view:
It seems to me - and the conclusion has been growing stronger each year, during twelve
years' experience in public school teaching - that no small part of what children are required to learn might appropriately be headed: ''Things worth forgetting.'' Nature is wiser

Generations of bloomered California schoolchildren owe their hours in school gymnasiums and play yards to john Swett, for it was at his insistence that physical education became a required course in school cumcula throughout the state.
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than we are, and casts off the useless surplus of facts and figures into utter oblivion.

Swett repeated these sentiments throughout his life. He was a "man of action"
besides being a "man for all seasons." His legacy to the history of public education in
California is a series of acts which influenced the course of that history, and not a series of
intellectual or philosophical expressions.
Swett was most impressed with the rapid growth of California, and optimistic about
the J .B. Bury idea of progress. This optimism gave stimulus to Swett's philosophy of action, with the notion that this was a time to be up and doing - contemplation could
wait.
California's educational development was meteoric- in less than one hundred years
California telescoped the long educational experience of the older sections of the United
States and quickly built one of the largest educational structures the world had ever seen.
Men like John Swett played a paramount role in this quick development not only as
dreamers and architects but also as builders. These men were not ashamed of their sentiments and openly argued that education served several important goals. Swett's educational philosophy primarily emphasized character development and citizenship education. It was Swei:t' s axiom in the an of teaching that ''it is what the child does for himself
and by himself, under wise guidance, that educates him.'' Wise guidance according to
Swett should lead the learner toward one goal via character development, the goal of
citizenship. Like Livy, Swett insisted: "The highest purpose of the public schools is to
train the children to become good citizens .... They should teach the duties, rights,
privileges, and honors of American citizenship.''
The school was the bastion of democracy and, in typical New England fashion, Swett
lost no time in conveying this idea to Californians. Fortunately California society
(18 so-1900) with its freedom and fluidity had resilience enough to absorb the strains of its
own rapid change and to take old ideas from settled areas of the United States and
change them to suit a new environment.
John Swett had some novel ideas about education. Long before John Dewey, Swett
was convinced that farm life was the best educative process, and that no school system
could ever take the place of the farm. John Muir, on the other hand, would have opted
for his "Range of light," or the high Sierras or any place in nature that was wild. Note,
however, that Swett, unlike John Dewey, never attempted to answer the problems which
the industrial revolution brought, other than to provide for a system of manual and vocational training. But he did subscribe to Dewey's concept of the education of the whole
child, and the idea of the readiness for learning. In this respect John Swett was first and
always the "practical teacher." He was a master of modern method while at the same
time being conscious of the welfare of children. There is no doubt that Swett always kept
his own early childhood experiences before him when formulating his philosophy and
methods of teaching. There is no reason to believe that he ever attempted to resolve his
paradox; i.e., he viewed education as growth from within combined with experience or
formation from without. It was enough for him to believe in the innate goodness of man,
that man had, as Rousseau would have been the fust to argue, the "faculte de ser
perfectionner. ' '
III.

John Muir and John Swett were contemporaries and had several things in commonthe love of nature and the social excitement of good friendship, for instance . Swett never
forgot the New Hampshire countryside where he grew up, and Muir spoke of mountains
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as though they were some kind of cathedral. Swett was very popular with colleagues who
knew him as a generous man who laughed easily and could just as easily forgive and
forget. Also, there was very little truth to the false legend that grew up around John Muir
that he was an anti-social woodsman. John Muir was not a ''mountain man'' in the sense
that historian Frederick Merk would have described one. Muir liked people and they in
turn liked him. Muir was highly successful in his relationships with people. He had a
sense of humor, was warm and kind and very tolerant about the mortal weaknesses of
men. The truth of the matter is that Muir always heard a different drummer; he was not
like most nineteenth-century men. Unlike John Swett who had a great faith in social institutions, Muir used an understanding of nature as a way to follow intuition into the
nature of God. Although Muir had been influenced by Emerson and Thoreau (compared
to Muir, however, Thoreau was a suburban commuter), he went beyond the transcendentalists and embraced Darwinian concepts . These ideas are revealed in his writings.
Note, for example, his use of the phrase "nature red in tooth and claw." It must be kept
in mind that Muir lived at a time when ''the call of the wild'' meant just that and not, as
it may today, a call for help. Some interpreters who see Muir as a rough , uneducated,
romantic wanderer in the wilds have objected to this Darwinian interpretation of Muir's
philosophy, but a careful scrutiny of Muir's writings will quickly reveal that Muir was
more than an amateur tourist lost in the mountains .
Muir came to the mountains well prepared for scientific observation and he was more
than a mere publicizer, as Roderick Nash once described him. History considered Muir
one of the philosophers of the wilderness. This is based in part upon a biographical statement made by the artist Arthur Robinson, and is to be found in a letter written by Muir
to R.U. Johnson. Muir enjoyed the statement made by Robinson and gleefully repeated
it to many of his friends . In describing himself Muir said he was a ''self-styled poeticotrampo-geologist-bot. [sic] and ornith-natural, etc! -!-!"
The story of Muir's life is a familiar one . He spent a large part of his life as a scientific
tourist away from large cities and civilization. Swett, on the other hand, except for his
early youth and a short sojourn in California mining regions, lived most of his life in cities
and in civilized areas. Muir's entire life is the storv of one visit after another. He roamed
the world from Scotland to Wisconsin, to the Gulf of Mexico, to Yosemite, the Sequoias, Alaska and many other areas. In his flight from crowds of humanity he even enjoyed writing about the wilderness, and he seemed to sense that "with most Americans
you reach intimacy most quickly by talking about the woods.'' There is little doubt of
that Emerson ideal that, if good-will makes intelligence, then Muir's love of his wilderness amounted to divination. In his description of Muir R.U. Johnson observed:
The love of nature was his religion .. . . His wonder grew with his wisdom. Writing for the
first time to a young friend, he expressed the hope that she would "find that going to the
mountains is going home and that Christ's Sermon on the Mount is on every mount."

In order to understand John Muir fully one needs to examine his early years in
Scotland. He had very little formal schooling in early years and admitted that he learned
arithmetic without understanding any of it. In Wisconsin, when he was about fifteen, he
convinced his father to buy an advanced arithmetic book on the condition that he do his
farm work. About this experience Muir wrote:
Beginning at the beginning, in one summer I easily finished it without assistance, in the
shon intervals between the end of dinner and the afternoon stan for the harvest- and hayfields, accomplishing more without a teacher in a few scraps of time . . . .

Muir made it a habit to borrow books from all the neighbors and he carefully kept these
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john Swett and john Muir on the porch of Swett's Hz// Girt Ranch. Close friends for
many years, they were also neighbors in Martinez, Calzfornia.
hidden from his stern father's watchful eye. In a short period of time he reviewed grammar, took up algebra, geometry, and even trigonometry. His father permitted John to
read the few religious books he had brought with him from Scotland but John had his eye
on Scott's novels which like most novels were forbidden. He even had a long adventure
into Shakespeare, Milton, Cowper, and the poetry of the Bible. He managed to keep this
keen appreciation of good literature all his life. Later he wrote in his autobiography:
I think it was in my fifteenth year that I began to relish good literature with enthusiasm,
and smack my lips over favorite lines, but there was desperately little time for reading, even
in the winter evenings.

Muir's father had a strict rule that after family worship in the winter (about eight o'clock)
everyone was to go to bed.
While Muir was in a sense self-taught, unlike Swett who grew under the tutelage of
talented young teachers, both men shared an appreciation for farm life as the arena in
which to acquire some important facts of life. It was on the farm that Muir learned to use
both head and hands. He constantly tinkered with things and he had an inventor's mind.
Being thus inner-motivated, Muir found it difficult in later life to understand Swett's
penchant for formalized learning. It was Muir's contention that a man could learn anything, teach himself anything he desired to learn - and probably Muir could do just
that.
When Muir went to the University of Wisconsin he first enrolled in the preparatory
department (a form of accredited high school), but his proficiency and maturity were
such that he was admitted to the freshman class in a few weeks. During the summer he
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worked on the farm and even tried his hand at teaching a country school while attending
college. He described his teacher's role as: "A mud-turtle upside down on a velvet sofa
was as much at home. I heard a scholar declare that the teacher didn't seem to know
bran, but all moves with regularity and ease now." Unlike John Swett who spent almost
all his life in the classroom, Muir's term of school-teaching was brief, and he went back to
the university to set up a chemical laboratory and to indulge his inventive proclivities.
Besides the usual wooden clocks that he constructed, Muir also invented an apparatus for
registering the growth of an ascending plant stem during a twenty-four hour period.
Muir's favorite invention was the ''loafer's chair,'' which was a simple wooden chair so
constructed that when the loafer leaned back in the chair, he pressed a concealed spring
which fired a heavily charged old pistol directly under the seat. Naturally, this quickly
terminated the loafer's ease!
Muir had a difficult time at the university, and he was constantly short of funds while
he lived on "bread and molasses, graham mush, and baked potatoes." He did not complete his course of study and left the university. At the time of his departure he later
recalled: ''From the top of a hill on the north side of Lake Mendota I gained a last wistful,
lingering view of the beautiful University grounds and buildings .. . . There with
streaming eyes [sic] I bade my blessed Alma Mater farewell.'' Muir openly admitted that
he was only exchanging one university for another, i.e., the Wisconsin University for the
''University of the Wilderness.''
All his life Muir traveled extensively, and in time he acquired a cosmopolitan view of
life. Swett on the other hand retained his Yankee regional outlook all his life. Swett's
educational philosophy, while more formal in method and process, was yet eclectic while
Muir's tended to be monistic, almost bordering on a form of quasi-pantheism. Swett
took pride in the dynamic of the industrial revolution while Muir found it difficult to appreciate, much less to understand it. When John Muir was traveling with Charles S.
Sargent on a Forestry Commission survey in 1898, they reached the top of Grandfather
Mountain in the Appalachian range together. Muir was enthusiastic about this grand
view while Sargent stood silent. At this point Muir said, ''There you stand in the face of
Heaven come down on earth, like a critic of the universe, as if to say, Come, Nature,
bring on the best you have: I'm from Boston!" Naturally, to men like Muir who viewed
the wilderness as a cathedral for rest, inspiration and prayers, the action or lack of it on
the pan of his traveling companion seemed strange. Why should anyone take pride in a
large urban settlement with its smoke and noisy atmosphere when he had wild flowers
and mountain scenery at his finger-tips?
While both neo-Californians had a high regard for learning, Muir was convinced that
a person could best continue his education in the wilderness. According to Muir wild
nature was completely identified with mountains, and to him there was something holy
and awe-inspiring in the sublimity of mountains. He viewed the latter as one of God's
immortal gifts, and he was convinced that the greatest unity (a transcendental notion)
could be found in contemplation of and absorption in what he called ''this Godful
wilderness." Obviously the big difference betweenJohn Swett andJohn Muir (although
both men loved nature) was that in a Rousseauean sense Muir considered man's social
civilization as unnatural, indeed, an artificial way of life, whereas Swett insisted that the
purpose of an education was to prepare a young pupil for man's social civilization.
Muir died in 1914- Before he died he said to a close friend, ''I have lived a bully life. I
have done what I set out to do.'' This reads almost like text from Teddy Roosevelt. Twice
during his long lifetime Muir had prospects of making a large fortune, but he turned
away from the path of financial wealth to tread the path of nature. Lawrence Clark Powell
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Wzlliam Keith, the well-known Calzfornia landscape artist, painted this view of
Yosemite in r872following a trip with Muir into the region. A good friend ofjohn
Swett as well, Keith accompanied Swett and Muir on their 1874 trip to Yosemite.
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insisted that, if he were to "choose a single Californian to occupy the Hall of Fame, it
would be this tenacious Scott ... . More than any other, he was the answer to that call
which appears on the Courts Building in Sacramento: 'Give me men to match my
mountains!' "
Neither Muir nor Swett was a bird of passage; both made the Far West their permanent home, and California's general welfare their major concern in life. It was not difficult for both these men to leave a mark on California since the West had not as yet
become frozen with old affiliations. When California asked for men to match her mountains she gathered within herself not only the outcast, the reckless and abandoned, but
also many of the most vigorous, enterprising and progressive among the unsettled spirits
of the West, the mid-West, the South and New England. These dynamic individuals, the
New Californians, all brought different intellectual baggage. Men like John Muir and
John Swett were obsessed with what Emerson called, on his trip to California, ''the inflamed expectation haunting men. ' ' In part the history of California is the history of
these men who have been its leaders, and in an Emersonian sense California's achievements are in reality the lengthened shadows of these two imponant neo-Californians.
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author in this work are: the John Swett Papers,
Manuscript Collection, Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley; the Muir Papers, File
61, Academy of Arts and Letters, New York City,
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Society," unpublished Ph.D. dissenation,
Universiry of Minnesota, 1964; and Edith J .
Hadley, "John Muir's Views of Nature and Their
Consequences," unpublished Ph.D . dissenation, University of Minnesota, 1956.
The following published works were especially
useful: Nicholas C. Polos, john Swett: A Cali-

fornia Frontier Schoolmaster (Washington, DC:
University Press, 1978); Nicholas C. Polos, "A
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Vol. IV (March 1964), pp. 17-32.; L.M. Wolfe,
ed., john of the Mountains: The Unpublished
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RENDEZVOUS IN STOCKTON:
Three Yankees Go West
JANE APOSTOL

"I think that going to California has a decided tendency to unsettle the character and
make a man discontented,'' Elizabeth Starkweather wrote her emigrant brothers in
Stockton who showed little interest in returning to Massachusetts . One after another the
Starkweather brothers left Northampton : Charles in 1849, Alfred in 1851, and Haynes in
18 52. It was Haynes who stated most eloquently the appeal of California:
Such a contrast between our splendid, glorious climate & your cold & dreary , muggy ,
foggy , rainy .. . thunder & lightning climate; & then the contrast of manners & ways of
living is no less . The free & easy , mind your own business way of doing things is certainly
most pleasant. The truth is I really love California, notwithstanding all her faults, & she is
fast rising to take her stand among the first states of the Union .

Haynes opened a drugstore in Stockton, and Charles and Alfred settled down to
ranching on the Calaveras River. Between 1849 and 1884 they wrote a series of letters, now
in the Huntington Library, which describe their experiences as settlers and add a modest
footnote to the story of agriculture in the San Joaquin Valley.
Charles came to California to look for gold, but quickly discovered it was "a very
uncertain crop. ' ' He sailed from Northampton in February 1849 with the Holyoke Mining Company and arrived in Panama in early March. At the end of April he was still
stranded there, along with several thousand others awaiting passage to San Francisco.
jane Apostol lives in Altadena, Calzfornia, and serves on the volunteer staff of the Huntington Library
in San Man·no. The author of numerous articles on the subject ofPacific coast history, Mrs. Apostol has
drawn much ofthe matenal for her work from the manuscnpt collection of the Huntington. She is the
author ofsuch articles as 'Jeanne Carr: One Woman and Sunshine, ''which appeared in the American
West and "Sazling with the Ruler of the Arctic Sea," published in the Pacific Northwest Quarterly.
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Charles G. Starkweather

The Holyoke Company and a group from New Hampshire finally pooled their
resources and bought their own vessel, a two-masted brig, the Capiaco, for which they
paid s2o, soo . They quickly filled the passenger list, charging S25o for cabin space or S190
for steerage. Even the captain and crew they took on had to pay something for the
journey: the captain was charged half fare, the sailors Sloo, the steward sso, and the cook
S75 ·

May n the Capiaco sailed for San Francisco on what proved to be a tedious voyage of
95 days . There was little to report until the Fourth of July, which was celebrated with
speeches, a plum duff dinner (which Charles helped prepare), and the presentation of an
American flag made by the only woman aboard .
On August 8 the ship anchored in Monterey Bay, and Charles wrote home:
Here were thousands of black fish & porpoises, rolling & pitching about and the surface
covered with sea birds , while the water was thickened with a small kind of fish, 4 to 8 inches
long . . . . The town lays on a side hill and shows very little of the appearance of the old
Spanish towns .. . . The buildings are of wood, clapboarded & shingled, same as in the
States, many of them. Others are of unburnt brick. The town is deserted in appearance .
Here and there may be seen parties returning or putting off for the mines. Gold seems very
plenty and as we near the Eldorado , stories are not at all diminished , but the reverse . Some
forty or fifty left here for the diggins with large expectations of success.

August 14 the Capiaco came in sight of San Francisco and a forest of masts in the harbor. "The whole world seems to flock in here," Charles said, and he continued:
The town is full of people , and full of goods, stowed anywhere , everywhere , on board
vessels & piled in the streets. This is [the] dirtiest place in creation , so sandy and windy. The
houses are very open & catch it all, consisting of mere tents or else a frame of a house
covered with canvas , and one of these of the size of your front room would rent for three or
four thousand the month, and some particular buildings for hotels or eating places are said
to bring from eighty to a hundred thousand dollars per year, a pretty income .

A farmer himself, and the son of a farmer, Charles noted with interest :
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Two views of early Stockton, ca. r8 5o. The appearance of the rapidly mushrooming
city is much like it was for each ofthe Starkweather brothers upon their am·val there.
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Horses & mules are both used, and there are some very fine ones . I see large heavy cattle
yoked, sometimes by the horns & sometimes our way, drawing loads in the streets. Many of
them would be called good in any country . I don't know where they are raised & fatted, for
the country that I have seen is miserably poor & dry with little vegetation but low bushes .
The sand seems to drift and at times the air is full, blinding and choking one , and fine
clothes take a soiling .

There was plenty to comment on during his two weeks in San Francisco. "Almost any
business is good,'' he observed. ' 'If we had laid out our money in lumber or brick we
should now be able to get an abundant profit .'' Charles wrote in detail about wages and
prices and described some privately-minted one-dollar coins which he found pretty and
convenient. ''Dimes are the lowest pieces I have met with in circulation, ' ' he added,
"and will go about as far as a cent at home."
The harbor was always active . One day a steamer arrived with twenty thousand letters.
Another ship put in with forty professional gamblers. On August 20 all the ships in the
harbor lowered their flags to half mast and fired 2o-minute guns to mark the death of
President Polk.
' 'There are but very few females seen in these diggings,' ' Charles reported . ''There
are some however. I met Mrs. Fremont one day walking in the streets with a little girl;
another time saw the Colonel. I used to see her at Panama often. She is rather a pretty
woman .''
As to gold, he wrote , "There is no doubt but that there is a vast quantity of the glittering dust scattered through the country. The thing is to find it. I have seen men searching for it in the streets and am told they gather half an ounce per day.' ' The end of
August - almost seven months after leaving home - Charles finally reached the gold
country and tried his luck on the Yuba River. He never struck it rich and indeed may
have made as little as s4oo for a winter's work.
In the spring of 1850 Charles worked in Sacramento with two friends from the
Holyoke Company who now owned the Globe Hotel. Their customers enjoyed salmon
from the Sacramento River at almost every meal, but vegetables were scarce. If only he
had a kitchen garden like the one at home, Charles said, he could make a fortune.
"Many are commencing this business but of course the plants & small fruits are not to be
had."
In the fall, Charles went to Nevada City but fell ill and returned to Sacramento. Most
business was poor, but on December 30 there was a lively bit of marketing: ''an extensive
auction sale of fruit cake, ginger snaps, confectionery &c. which was brought from the
States & sold very readily to those who celebrate New Year's. Some of it brought a dollar
a pound .''
Meanwhile a younger brother, Alfred Starkweather, was planning to leave the family
farm and sail to California. "I see no prospect of ever, in father's lifetime, doing anything here for myself," he wrote bitterly. "When a man labours year after year without
the first cent of compensation, it is folly, not to say madness, to ask him to be contented
with his lot.''
Like Charles, Alfred came by way of Panama. There he took the Oregon, praised as
the fastest ship on the Pacific, and reached San Francisco only 18 days later - April 1,
1851. Almost immediately he wrote his brother Haynes, a druggist in Northampton, and
urged him to come out. ''This picayune two cent business such as is done in the States
appears inferior enough to me now," Alfred told him. "I believe you can make ten
dollars here where you can [make] one in Northampton. If you come & do not come out
until fall, can't you manage to bring out trees & small fruit bushes enough to start a fruit
garden & nursery?"
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jesse Benton Fremont. Charles
Starkweather noted he had seen her
both in Panama and on the streets of
San Francisco and remarked with classic
New England understatement: ''She is
rather a pretty woman. ''

Haynes offered to graft some young fruit trees, bundle them up, and bring them
across the Isthmus. Alfred then wrote in more detail of plants and seeds he would like:
If you come on, you can get a lot of things from our garden at home, such as currant cuttings, raspberries, strawberries, asparagus roots and seed; small trees, as peach, plum,
cherry, apple, apricot, all such; gooseberries [too]- everything in the line of small fruit
which will mature quick will go well here. Grape cuttings from the Isabella and Catawba
also, although grapes of the nicest kind are brought from down the country near Los
Angeles and some of the old ranches .... [Bring] a lot of garden seeds among other things
. .. . Also some of the finest flower seeds and best variety of rose cuttings would set off the
looks of a garden . . . . Among other plants I should think some few roots of our wild black
running berry vines would do well here.

By December 18 51 Charles and Alfred had bought a ranch of yw acres on the west
bank of the Calaveras River, about six miles north of Stockton. Here they boarded
animals at a dollar a head a week. They also planned to grow vegetables for sale and to
put in a hundred acres of barley. Little grain had been harvested in San Joaquin County
before I851, and that year only about sixty acres were in production. A year later grain was
raised on four thousand acres in the county. The Stockton Directory, and Emigrants'
Guzde to the Southern Mines proudly asserted:
In the County of San Joaquin ... there are some three hundred farms, or ranches as they
are called, in active cultivation, and there is no reason to doubt that in a few years every
inch of ground from the Slough to the spurs of the Sierra Nevada will be occupied. The soil
is extremely productive, being composed of the vegetable deposits of centuries, and never
before having been tilled. On the edge of the rule land , where there is at all times an abundance of moisture, four crops of vegetables have been raised in one season, all of which have
obtained enormous proponions.

In 18 52 Haynes Starkweather, Jr., became the third of the brothers to leave for
California. Charles had come for gold, Alfred for independence, and Haynes came to improve his health. He traveled with his wife and infant son, leaving Northampton in
March . They were delayed a month on the Isthmus before the steamer Monumental C£ty
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took them on to San Francisco. From Acapulco Haynes wrote:
We left San Juan a week ago Thursday & arrived here Thursday evening. Eleven of our
passengers have died during the time, & the passengers have held a meeting on shore &
protested against proceeding fanher unless the sick were put on shore & the ship properly
cleaned. The consul has taken it in hand & the port physician has been on board & ordered
about 2.5 sick ones put into the hospital ... . We have been most shamefully treated thus
far on shipboard, but we think we have given the Capt. to understand that we have rights as
well as he. The first day out we were put on salt water, & nothing else could we get to drink.
Our tea & coffee were made of it, our food was cooked with it, & we almost raised a mutiny
when we were put on water said to have come from Cal. which stank enough to knock a
man over. It is a great wonder that more have not died than have.

Once settled in Stockton, Haynes opened a drugstore on Hunter Street. He carried a
variety of merchandise and suggested to his father:
I have often thought that you might make a very nice thing by raising seeds this year &
sending [them] out to me & I would sell them for you . . . . I think it would be safe to
calculate on getting four dollars a pound at wholesale for almost all kinds of small seeds,
like Onion, Beets, Radishes, Cucumber, Cabbage, Squash, Pumpkin &c. All of these retail
for eight dollars a pound. I have sold a good many seeds this winter. I have paid fifty cents a
pound for Sweet corn & sold it again for a dollar a pound. I have paid five dollars a pound
for Pumpkin seeds & sold again for eight dollars. No seed is saved here as farmers prefer
that best from the states. Last summer however I saved a few pounds of watermelon &
muskmelon seeds, all of which I have sold this winter at from eight to twelve dollars a
pound, by putting it in with other seeds. I have also this winter in several instances bought
a squash & after using it sold the seeds for more than I gave for the squash. I had an order
the other day for Tobacco seed. If I had had it I could have sold it for sixteen dollars a
pound. I have suggested these things so that if you felt disposed, you might devote a little
land & time to it. Seeds begin to sell almost as soon as fall rains begin to fall.

Their father did indeed send tobacco seed, and Alfred reported it grew "like
pigweeds. Wherever the plants ripened last year, there millions of plants start now."
Also from Northampton came seeds for apples, quince, asparagus and mulberries. Alfred
also requested broom seed to try in California. Good brooms were worth a dollar apiece,
he noted, and too many poor ones were sent out from the East and spoiled en route.
Throughout the years, Charles and Alfred experimented with a variety of crops among them, tobacco, cotton, barley, oats and wheat. They also raised onions, potatoes
and other vegetables for market and one year sold between s8,ooo and s9,ooo in produce. In r854 they put in eighty-five acres of wheat. So many farmers were planting
wheat that year - some as many as six hundred acres - Alfred feared there were not
mills enough to turn the grain into flour in time for market.
r8 55 opened with three dramatic events: a raging fire in Stockton (for a time it
threatened Haynes's drugstore), the financial collapse of two banking houses, and news
of a gold strike on the Kern River. As Haynes wrote in February:
Scarcely was the fire out when the telegraph brought news that the large banking house of
Page, Bacon & Co. had been obliged to close doors & that Adams & Co. & many others had
been compelled to follow. Of course great excitement among all depositors followed & a
general run was commenced on all the banking houses throughout the state . . . . Another
great excitement, which is now in full blast, has been caused by the discovery of very extensive & rich diggings on Kern river & that vicinity, & thousands are now rushing for that
quaner, some by way of los Angeles & others through this city. Many have been in town today laying in supplies & fitting out for that part of the State.

The summer of r8 55 Haynes sold out to a competitor who threatened to open a store
nearby. Still in poor health, Haynes made plans to return to Northampton. He confessed, however, ''On many accounts I dislike the idea very much of leaving here with the
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intention of locating permanently in any of the Eastern states.'' The closer he carne to
leaving, the more he praised California's climate, her landscape and her agriculture . His
only negative report was on the plague of grasshoppers which had swarmed across the
state .
They will take a peach tree, first eat all the leaves, then all the bark of this year's growth, &
so of all kinds of trees . I have seen them in an onion field when the onion would be eaten
entirely out, leaving the dry empty skin. On many ranches they have entirely destroyed the
whole crop. Nothing seems to check them once they make their appearance except plenty of
water. Stand over a tree & keep it wet all the time & they will let it alone.

But grasshoppers were only a temporary setback. ''This is bound to be a great fruit
growing country," he said of the Stockton area. "Everybody who owns a foot of fand
seems to be taking great pains to plant fruit trees . . . The grape, too, grows to perfection
here & they are now sold at a less price than Dr. Underhill of Long Island gets for his
Catawbas & Isabellas. ''
Haynes made several excursions in 18 55, one by open buggy from Stockton to San
Francisco. En route he stopped at Oakland, "considerable of a town located in a
beautiful grove of manzanita trees.'' Greatly impressed with the area, he continued :
From the hills to the bay, a distance of from ten to twelve miles, lies a most beautiful tract
of land, by far the best for agricultural purposes I have yet seen in Cal. The Calaveras & San
Joaquin lands are no where compared with it. Such fields of Wheat, Oats & Barley I have
never before seen in any country. Indeed it seemed as if it was all one field the whole

Stockton, San joaquin Street looking toward Main Street during the flood of1862,
which inundated much of Calzfornia. Alfred Starkweather, concerned about his seed
wheat stored in a Stockton warehouse, noted that all the footbridges in the city had
washed away and that the courthouse square was flooded.
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distance we travelled that morning, & it is the same I am told the whole distance to San
Jose, the Southern point of the bay. I think we must have passed no less than twenty threshing machines in full blast.

He was also impressed with the lumbering activity around Santa Clara, where redwoods covered the hills and where some forty to fifty sawmills were cutting railroad ties
for the Sacramento Valley Railroad.
Only one accident occurred on the trip. ''We had the misfortune,'' he explained, ''to
break a tire to one of our wheels .. . & were detained an hour or two getting it mended.
Fortunately near where it broke there was a hotel & a blacksmith shop.'' It was nightfall
when he reached San Jose, tired and hungry after an all-day trip of over fifty miles.
Haynes's most enthusiastic travel notes were of a place he had never seen:
There is a spot about a hundred miles to the east of Mariposa, high up in the mountains ,
which is at present attracting considerable attention on account of its beautiful & romantic
scenery. On the top of a mountain peak is quite an extensive lake , from which flows a
splendid little stream of water, which as it leaves the mountain top make one perfect leap of
thirteen hundred feet perpendicular & falls a thousand feet more in running a short
distance emptying itself into YoHamite valley, the source of the middle fork of the Merced
River .... I have no doubt the spot will at some not very distant day be the most popular
place of resort for curiosity seekers in the states. At present it is very difficult getting there as
there is nothing but a mule train & that a difficult one .. . . There are a great many Indians in that section, & at times they evince a hostile disposition.

In the spring of 1856 Haynes returned to Northampton: "Mighty tame & quiet," he
wrote his brothers. "It does not seem as if I could content myself to settle down in
business here again." He became quite active in town affairs, however, and served as a
church deacon, a selectman, and a member of the Massachusetts Legislature . It was twenty years before he moved back to California.
Charles, too, returned to Northampton as his parents had urged for years. In one letter his father, Haynes Kingsley Starkweather, sternly advised him:
I want to remind you once more, Charles, that you are old enough to settle down & have a
permanent domestic establishment of your own, and I am old enough to feel my insufficiency to superintend my business and conduct it properly . .. . Would it not be best for
you to leave your business with Alfred and come home and take charge of the old plantation? . . . I know it would seem like sleepy hollow to you here but depend upon it, you cannot live long under such pressure of toil & excitement as you have there, and then, what
profit is there in all the labor you have taken under the sun?

In 1859 Charles finally heeded his parents. He returned to Massachusetts for good,
married, and settled down to manage the farm which had been in his family for three
generations. He lived to be 87 and was remembered as "a man of excellent judgment,
sound principles, and correct life.''
Alfred stayed on in California until 1868 . One of his most graphic letters described
the Stockton floods of 1862.. On January 10 he wrote:
Last night about midnight the citizens were called up for the third time within two weeks
by the alarm bell to prepare for a flood & I found my team standing half knee deep in water
. ... At this moment water runs down Main street .. . down Centre St., over the road on
the levee; & the wharf where the vegetable stands are is under water. The Stockton Bakery
Bridge has floated down carrying off two houses with it. All the foot bridges on the same
slough have gone .... Courthouse square is flooded. The Presbyterian churchyard is
covered. Water is eight inches deep on Tinkham's market.

In a worried aside he wrote, "I have a small lot of choice seed wheat in Sperry's warehouse & I am afraid the water will reach it as I am told the water is within four inches of
the floor & it is still rising & still raining." A day later he added, "The SanJoaquin has
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continued to rise & back up. Sperry has ten inches of water inside of his warehouse ....
Sperry's floor is r8 inches higher than high water mark of' 52-' 53 & the water is rising &
the San Joaquin must continue to rise for several days .... The water is two feet deep in
Weber's parlour .... Boats ply from Weber's office to Col. O'Neal's house- two bits
ferriage. ' '
Besides raising grain and tobacco, Alfred also sold farm machinery. He wrote knowingly of reapers and mowers and in r862 reported, "A large machine called a 'Header'
has been in use in cutting grain for two years past and seems to be about what is wanted
here. It cuts ten or twelve feet wide in front of four horses worked abreast & guided by
one man with a tiller like a boat. By an elevator [it] carries the heads of grain into a
wagon. "
Poor health led Alfred to sell the ranch in r868 and rejoin his brothers in Northamp-
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Advertisement for the Starkweather carpet business which appeared in the Oakland
and Alameda Directory in r876 and r877.

ton. He did not prosper in Massachusetts, however, and was forced to sell his property to
avoid bankruptcy proceedings. In r878 he went back to California. Helped by friends to
get a new start, he bought a ranch in Farmington and again turned to raising wheat.
Haynes, too, was drawn back to California, joining his oldest son in Oakland in r876.
He was delighted to be no longer "buried up & froze up for four months in the year,"
and he took great pleasure in his garden which even in winter bloomed with roses,
fuchsias and carnations. He was still a booster of California agriculture and advised
Charles to give up farming in Massachusetts. ''In some great respects New England is a
splendid place to live in,'' he said, ''and in others it is a splendid place to emigrate from.
In farming it is impossible there to compete with the West.''
Haynes and his son William opened a business selling carpets and oil cloth. At first
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things went well, but in 1872. William had a nervous breakdown, and in 188o Haynes
closed the business and went to work as a bookkeeper. Not long afterwards, both William
and his younger brother died. Haynes lived on to 1895, facing personal tragedy and
financial problems with dignity and courage. Alfred died twenty-two years later at the
age of 91.
Charles, Haynes and Alfred Starkweather wrote letters spanning three decades. The
experiences they describe were shared by many small businessmen and farmers who
helped build California. Fame and fortune eluded them, but they never regretted their
journey west in pursuit of a golden dream.

SOURCES: All letters cited are from the Starkweather Collection in the Huntington Library,
San Marino, California. Permission to quote
from them is gratefully acknowledged .
The author also quoted the Massachusetts
newspaper, Dazly Hampshire Gazette, under
dates of August 2, 1902 and June 26 , 1906.
Other sources used were John Haskell Kemble , ed ., To Calzfornia and the South Seas: The
Diary of Albert G. Osbun, 1849-18 51 (San

Marino : Huntington Library, 1966); The
Stockton Directory and Emigrant's Guide to the
Southern Mines (Stockton: San Joaquin
Republican, 1852); An Illustrated History of San
joaquin County, Calzfornia (Chicago: Lewis
Publishing Company, 189o); and Wallace
Smith, Garden of the Sun: A History of the San
joaquin Valley, 1772-1939 (Los Angeles : Lymanhouse, 1939).
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THE FOOFARAH COLUMN
by the editors

A very satisfying coincidence is on display in this issue, and by emphasizing it a bit we
may share the pleasure it gives us. We introduce to our readers a new author and a new
editorial assistant - and they are one and the same person, Diane Spencer-Hancock. She
reported for work just at the end of] anuary, in time to get to know and appreciate Dan
Collins before he moved on . We miss him in many ways, as Ms. Spencer-Hancock would
be the first to proclaim, and we wish him well in his new endeavors. She had already submitted to us, for possible publication, the very interesting article on James F. Houghton,
when she applied for our editorial assistant position . No other applicant had so much going for him or her! We know many readers will find this article to be very worthwhile, illuminating several little-known aspects of California history . We know that as time passes
all readers will benefit from her knowledge, skill, energy and insights as regards every
aspect of this publication, in more ways - mostly taken for granted - than can be recounted here .
Diane Spencer-Hancock is a native Californian with degrees in history from both the
University of California at Davis and Oregon State University, in addition to training at
the Georgetown University Law School and paralegal certification from American River
College . She has held a number of positions reflective of this educational background,
notably as Chief Historian for the California State Lands Commission and a special consultant in the state attorney general's office. Among her special professional interests is
the history of Russian America and she has served as a member of the Fort Ross Advisory
Committee. As is the case with many "public historians," many of her publications are
in the form of special reports and studies to state governmental agencies, not available to
the general public. As in the case of the article in this issue, however, they can provide
the basis for more traditional forms of publication. We will be very pleased if she submits
more writings to WE PACIFIC HISTORIAN in the future. Welcome aboard, Diane!
CORRECTION: The Winter 1982 issue of WE PACIFIC HISTORIAN listed the price of
Paper No. 1 of Occasional Papers of the Redding Museum as s3.2.5 . The actual price is
sw.oo plus tax and postage.
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LOOKS AT WESTERN BOOKS
Authoritative reviews of recent publications

THE AMBIDEXTROUS HISTORIAN:
HISTORICAL WRITERS AND WRITING
IN THE AMERICAN WEST. By C.L. Son nichsen. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, r98r. no pp., biblio., index. 59 ·95)·
Wallace Stegner, Paul Horgan and the
late, alas the word, Bernard DeVoto were
trained in English language and literature
before they "backed into history" to the
benefit of that maligned discipline. They
make a goodly company and the author of
this collection of essays adds to their
number and their quality. It is to be hoped
most fervently that this book gets the audience it deserves among both professional
and amateur historians and, more importantly perhaps, among readers to whom
history is as remote as the dark side of the
moon .
Sonnichsen is another of the English
language-cum-literature professors who
backed into history - grassroots history,
human history - more than forty years ago.
His writings are distinguished by a careful
use of language and by something rare in
historical writings, readability, a readability
that is "pricked with allusion and sparkling
with wit.'' They also conform to standards
of scholarship that pass muster, except
among unduly pedantic nitpickers in which
the academic world abounds.
What "Lee" Sonnichsen is doing in
these essays makes more sense than a thou-

sand articles which are never read but only
indexed. He is driving home, and doing it
in style and with courtesy, the salient fact
that a people without a sense of their history
are as deprived as is the individual without a
memory. Or, as an aged Oglala is said to
have said, ''People who know not their
history are like the wind in the buffalo
grass."
Of the eleven essays comprising this
work, my favorites are those dealing with
the Order of Historians Minor, with the
Editor as a Necessary Evil, with Dracula in
the Stacks, with the Fine Art of Plagiarism,
and with Instant History. They are my
favorites simply because they touch upon
my own experiences in the field of historical
writing. They sing the song that springs unbidden to my lips each and every time I read
or hear some jackanapes sounding off about
historical matters of which said jackanapes
knows less than does a Duroc boar about the
Book of Common Prayer, and they pay
earned tribute to librarians without whom
no historian - amateur, professional, major or minor - gets a damned thing done.
Hear him on the fine and often unsubtle art of plagiarism: "The Ten Commandments admonish us. 'Thou shalt not
covet.' But it is permitted if you have a
mortgage. Again, 'Thou shalt not bear
false witness.' But if you run an advertising
agency, it is expected of you. It is called
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'creating a demand .' In the business of productive scholarship, brain picking is likewise legitimate if done according to rule .''
If this sample does not create the urge to
feast on the whole from whence it came,
you have no business trying to join the
Order of Historians Minor.
W.H. Hutchinson
Chico, California
A well-known figure in Western American
History circles, ''Hutch'' Hutchinson zs
retired - but only from the faculty of
California State University, Chico .

WITNESSES TO A VANISHING
AMERICA. By Lee Clark Mitchell.
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, r98r.
322pp. , zllus. sr8.5o) .
Just when it seems that the American
wilderness has been investigated from every
possible angle, a new book comes along that
makes us rethink much that we had considered a secure approach to the subject. In
its way this is a reassuring process, continually reminding us of the depth and
richness of our nineteenth-century heritage .
But it is rare when zn author succeeds as
well as Lee Clark Mitchell in finding a new
path over such familiar ground .
This is a splendid book, a synthesis of
nineteenth-century attitudes toward nature
and savage cultures . It reveals once again
the dilemma under which American
pioneers faced the greatest accumulation of
natural resources the world had ever known .
And it is a book that investigates so many
fields, so many attitudes and such a wealth
of original sources that it will be an indispensable aid to many students of
nineteenth-century American culture. Indeed, it should find a comfonable spot on
the same shelf with those pathfinding series
by Henry Nash Smith, R. W . B. Lewis and
Leo Marx that first guided us through the
conflicting character of our national
development.
Once more we are asked to examine the
assets and meaning of the virgin continent
- but this time with the idea that the
worm was in the apple from the very beginning, that, as soon as Americans discovered
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the real extent and value of their natural
resources, they began to see them slipping
away. The land could not stand forever untouched , of course, but the moment
Americans began helping themselves it lost
the pristine image that had become the
moral and philosophical basis of the new
nation . In no other country, Mitchell
reminds us, was such a compelling Edenic
dream shattered by such a determined intruder. America attempts to build an ideal
nation were in many ways doomed
from the beginning. Indeed, our society
proceeded at such a swift and erratic pace,
unable to control its greed or its destiny,
that we arrived at the end of the century a
bewildered nation , disillusioned with the
concept of progress and almost bereft of our
national heritage . "The wise men tell us the
world is growing happier," observed the
anthropologist James Mooney in r896,
"that we live longer than did our fathers,
have more comfort and less of toil, fewer
wars and discords, and higher hopes and
aspirations . So say the wise men; but deep
in our heans we know they are wrong.''
Mitchell divides his book roughly in half,
dealing first with the wilderness and then
with savage tribes as indices of a vanishing
national image. The discussion of the
wilderness is further divided into categories
generally based on the means Americans
chose to voice or act upon their unrest:
authors of travel journals, for example, who
express their delight in a cenain scene
bound to change with the pace of development; the laments of painters and writers,
intent on accurately describing a landscape
for future generations; preservationists who,
perceiving the problem at an early stage, attempt to save not only the wilderness, but
also something of frontier history and architecture. Against the dominant commitment to subdue the land, Mitchell pits this
small but vocal minority and carefully charts
its growing desperation (and success) across
the century. Records of the wilderness were
first made for posterity, then before it was
too late, and finally because it was too late.
The second half of Mitchell's book is
perhaps his most original and revealing contribution. Tracing white men's reactions to
savage cultures over the century, he

demonstrates how their criticism, a reflection of America's naive faith in progress,
has proved to be a double-edge sword. Mitchell begins with George Catlin's survey of
Plains Indian culture in the I83os, emphasizing the variety and richness of
material that Catlin assembled, and uses
that as a touchstone for discussing ''image
catchers'' that followed, painters and
photographers who continued to study and
illustrate Indian life through the early twentieth century . Mitchell doesn't always
analyze his visual material as perc~ptively as
he reads his texts, but he rarely m1stakes the
general trend . And his comments are a p~r
ticularly helpful introduction to the remaming chapters of the book, in which he
reviews theories of anthropology from the
cultural absolutism of amateur historians in
the 182..0s to the dawning of cultural
relativism in the 188os, brought about by
the brilliant field work of Frank Hamilton
Cushing. In the course of this review, we
learn how deeply Melville investigated
primitive societies in his two early novels ,
Omoo and Typee; we find the Dawes
Severalty Act of 1887 and the Indian
Reorganization Act of 1934 put into a new
and telling context; and we are made ~o
realize the genius of George Boas, who m
the early 19oos almost single-handedly converted anthropology into a modern science.
As if this were not enough, Mitchell then
presents the final irony - how modern anthropology has come back to haunt white
people. In a chapter appropriately called
"Weighed, Measured, and Found Wanting," we are reminde_d ~h.at cul~ral
relativism, "more than mspmng envwus
admiration of native tribes, encouraged a
devastating indictment of American society
from the very perspective offered by tribal
life." The result, Mitchell says, has been a
long and painful reevaluation of our national goals, one that began at the turn of
the century and is still in progress today.
William H. Truettner
National Museum of American Art
Wzlliam H. Truettner is Curator of eighteenth and nineteenth century paintings at
the National Collection of Fine Arts in
Washington, DC.

VANISHING LANDSCAPES: LAND AND
LIFE IN THE TIJLARE LAKE BASIN. By
Wzlliam L. Preston. (Berkeley: University of
California Press, IJ8r. x + 278 pp., appendices, maps, tables, biblio., zllus., index.
s2s .oo).
WHITE GOLD COMES TO CALIFORNIA.
By john Turner. (Bakersfield: Calzfornz~
Planting Cotton Seed Distributors, IJ8r. xzv
+ 252 pp., appendices, maps, tables,
n.otes, zllus., index. No price).
If the new American Farmland Trust
ever becomes as important in the recovery of
our landed heritage as the National Trust
for Historic Preservation and such groups
already are in the field of architectura~ rehabilitation, it will be because of wnters
like William L. Preston .
Two forces are working together to make
his book important. One is the ecology
movement aforesaid, in all its aspects; the
other is the evolving constitutional shift
from big political units to smaller ones.
Books which · concentrate on definable
localities are on the verge of a boom,
because scholars and lay persons alike are
losing faith in large managerial units and in
large general explanations which ~gnore the
variety in life. Preston has supphed all the
ammunition they need in the impending
struggle for the minds of California~s .
His locale is the Tulare Lake Basm, the
counties of Kings and Tulare today. He is a
geographer, and his method is to des~r~be
relations between man and other hvmg
things in the basin from earliest times up
through the era of agribusiness . He believes
that his findings apply pretty well to the entire San Joaquin Valley. Very likely he _is
correct, indeed, the book could be used m
any American history course as valuable collateral reading. Careful scholarship and a
balanced mind combine with the author's
love of his native heath - for he is himself
a product of the basin - to give us something quite different from the run-of- t~e
mill social science "monographs" whKh
line library shelves, unread.
The Yokuts and the Spaniards, he tells
us (documenting his case very carefully as he
goes along) achieved a fair measure of symbiosis with the biosphere, but the advent of
Americans meant a full-scale assault on the
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North end of Tulare Lake at mouth of King's River. Last voyage
of the "Water Witch. " Stumps of submerged forest.

landscape in a welter of unrestrained and
unthinking commercialism which has
typified the area from then till now, except
for a brief period (c. 1890-1920) when small
farmers with realistic attitudes prevailed this was ''the golden age of land and life in
the Tulare Lake Basin'' (p . 241). Big government and agribusiness reversed this
regional recovery and made the area just
another production unit in the "World
Farm," with increasingly dangerous biological and social consequences. That is his
argument, and scoffers will have a hard
time meeting it.
The book has its share of flaws. The
attribution system for identifying sources is
vexatious, and the interesting bibliography
is hard to use since it is connected to it. One
result is a very bumpy text. The type font is
deadly, although re-paragraphing might
have helped to enliven it. There is the usual
reluctance of geographers writing history to
mine newspaper sources, and also one of
those tiresome indictments of the American
system of land-surveying - really quite uncalled for. Some explanations would benefit
from comparisons with other societies, to
identify, for example, general causes working everywhere to produce monopoly in
land. References to architecture are ill-in-
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formed. Professional patois creeps in, as
where small settlements of traditional type
are unnecessarily relabeled "nucleated
settlements." Word-usage is distressingly
''mod'': ''parameter'' for perimeter,
"perception" for conception, "tremendous" for large, "offload" for unload,
"total" for complete, "zonation" for zoning, "headquartered" (for consolidated?),
"mental set" for mind-set, and so on. Yet
somehow this all seems unimportant.
Take the matter of cotton culture. The
contrast between his presentation of it and
that of John Turner, the intelligent and appealing author of White Gold Comes to
California, could hardly be greater. This
"official" history published by the California Planting Cotton Seed Distributors is
one of those industry books that make John
Kenneth Galbraith scream with delight
when given to him to review. It is self-congratulatory, narrow-verged and socially obtuse. Everything that could embarrass cotton people is brushed aside or presented entirely from the in-group point of view:
pesticide threats to humanity, displacement
of people by machines, loss of community
self-determination, destruction of traditional farm systems, erosion of regional
identities, and so on. White Gold's (un-

conscious?) double-standard towards government regulation is alone sufficient to
discredit it.
Even so, the unwary reader might find it
quite persuasive. Turner himself is no glib
PR man, but an honored United States Department of Agriculture crop scientist who
entered California just as agribusiness was
taking hold and helped shepherd it to success with great enthusiasm, seeing himself
and all like-minded men as public benefactors. By the time they were through, cotton was the number one row-crop commodity in California, a remarkable achievement. His historical methods are primitive
and his textual organization almost as bad,
but he is a master of the subject (as he
defines it) and his great learning shines
through. To the equally sincere and equally
dedicated Preston, of course, the cotton industry of the Tulare Lake Basin represents
everything that is to be deplored. And here
is the curious thing: Turner has unknowingly strengthened Preston's case, at least as
regards the Tulare Basin.
Reading between the lines of White
Gold, one senses that California agribusiness was headed for real trouble when
growers and others in the Tulare-Kings
region began to complain against cotton
planners in the troubled 1970's. In that
area, it seems, the patriarchal managers of
the cotton world were dealing with incipient revolt, although Turner, obviously
unhappy at having to discuss the affair at
all, suggests that the disaffected parties
were, as a group, profiting from the system
as much as anyone, which might well be
true. Cotton populism - if we may call it
that - was just beginning to make headway
there when Edmund BrownJr., and Ronald
Reagan stepped in to exterminate the pest:
Brown by approving a harmless amendment
to the basic State law governing plantvarieties, to the great relief of the cotton
establishment; Reagan by getting himself
elected president and thereafter putting the
axe to many federal regulations which had
been intended, at least, to maintain a
degree of democratic control over giant
business units.
An exchange of letters in The Pacific
Historian between Preston and Turner on

this point would be most instructive. Failing that it would be amusing, if not exactly
educational, to put both authors in a shop
window and watch their faces as they read
one another's books .
J.W. Smurr
California State College, Stanislaus

john W. Smurr is Professor of History at
Calzfornia State College, Stanislaus and a
long-time resident of the San joaquin
Valley.
AMERICAN FARMERS: THE NEW MINORITY. By Gzlbert C. Fite. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 198r. ix +
265 pp., zllus., index. SI9 ·95)·
California's agriculture is not the same
as American agriculture, yet Californians
should know the larger picture and this
book will give it to them . A leading
historian of American agriculture, Gilbert
Fite, has studied the revolutionary changes
in farming during the twentieth century,
taking a common-sense approach and
writing in plain language. It is clear that
American agriculture and farm policy is
now at a crossroads as the number of farms
and farmer voters declines and as production is committed to a high technology that
is vulnerable. But Professor Fite is not a strident alarmist. He does not call for crusades
to preserve the family farm, farmland and
the soil. He considers in a matter-of-fact
manner just what happened and in doing so
he makes many wise observations and
illuminates a murky subject so complex as
to confound easy generalization.
While covering all of American agriculture, the book's principal focus is on
commercial farming, still mainly family
enterprises, and its political representation.
Only lightly touched are some other sides of
agriculture such as farm life, rural-urban
social conflict, the agricultural sciences and
research establishments, the food industries, and farm labor. On the farmer's
political side Fite is especially well informed, dwelling fondly upon the twenties
and thirties when the farmer had political
muscle and when long-term policies were
formed. It was then that large federal intervention in agriculture's economic affairs was
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shaped by managing prices with the goal of
parity that resulted in a two-price system
(domestic and export) and in programs to
restrain production of surpluses. These
policies had much to do with the further
commercialization and industrialization of
agriculture and in turn the decline in
numbers of farms and a sorry story of pressure politics and special-interest bargaining.
But the decline of agriculture as a place of
employment is an identification mark for
the process of modernization.
An expert historian's perspective on
change in agriculture is instructive for the
general reader and student.
James H. Shideler
Agriculture History Center
University of California, Davis

james Shideler, Professor of History and
long-time editor of Agricultural History, is
well known for his numerous contributions
to that area of research.
LARRY: A BIOGRAPHY OF LAWRENCE
D. BELL. By Donald}. Norton. (Chicago :
Nelson-Hall, r98r. xvi + 260 pp., biblio.,
zllus., index. $25 .95).
Although the aircraft industry has done
much to revolutionize American life in the
twentieth century, many aspects of its
historical development still remain to be explored. During the last decade an increasing
spate of books, many of them in a popular
genre, have detailed the efforts of early
founders and the companies they built. The
volume under review provides an additional
dimension for the subject. Lawrence Bell
was one of the pioneers in the aviation industry whose career began before the first
W odd War and ended with his death in
1956. This biography of the man also deals
with Bell Aviation, the company he built.
The author is a journalist who is currently
news and information manager for RCA's
Government and Commercial Divisions.
Before assuming his present position he
worked for ten years as a writer for Bell
Aerospace Textron. Norton did not know
Bell personally but had access to his papers
and interviewed many people in the company who had had direct contacts with its
founder.
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This is not an official biography, but
Norton casts Bell's life in a Horatio Alger
mold. A poor farm boy born in rural Indiana in 1894, his family moved to Santa
Monica, California, when he was thirteen
years old. There he became enchanted with
local aviation crazes and soon began work
for Glenn L. Martin's pioneer aviation factory. After gaining valuable experience
there and at Consolidated Aircraft Company in Buffalo, New York, during a career
spanning twenty years, he formed his own
company in 19 35. Bell Aviation tended to
stress innovative and advanced designs, producing such classics as the P-39 Airacobra
and, on the eve of World War II, the P-59,
the nation's first jet plane . Wartime mobilization resulted in a vast expansion of the
company as it operated with so,ooo workers
to produce B-29 bombers and Bell helicopters. By 1946 the company had begun to
restrict its operations but continued to
pioneer with the pace-setting XS -1,
America's first supersonic plane, the first in
a series of famous X aircraft produced in the
1950s. Always a hard-driving and emotional
man, Bell died in 1956, bringing to an end a
dazzling and innovative career.
This is a well-written popular book.
Norton does not provide documentation for
his text but supplies a brief bibliography for
his readers. Thus, it is difficult to determine
the source or the accuracy of the many conversations quoted in the volume. But it is a
sprightly work which is enhanced by scores
of apt photographs graphically illustrating
the different stages of Bell's spectacular
career and the growth of the company.
Those who are interested in the development of aviation in the United States will
find the book enjoyable as well as instructive .
Gerald D . Nash
University of New Mexico

Gerald D. Nash is Professor of History at
the University of New Mexico and a
specialist in the field of twentieth century
economic history of the west.

ALASKA: IMAGES OF THE COUNTRY.
Text by john McPhee. Photographs and text
selection by Galen Rowell. (San Franctsco:
Sierra Club Books, r98r. r46 pp., tllus.
SJ7. so).
Alaska: Images of the Country is a
curious non-book printed at S37 . so for a
sparse 146 pages. The volume consists of
selections from John McPhee's 1976 best
seller Coming into the Country, now
available in paperback for s 3. 5o, and some
m photographs by Galen Rowell.
The format of the book is too small (9 X
n 1h) to do Galen Rowell's photography
justice. Many of the smaller photos are scattered like snapshots in a family album. I am
afraid that a book on Alaska that is nearly
so% photographs must be physically larger
in size if for no other reason than to complement the grandeur of that state.
The text is McPhee at his usual low key
best. He does not appear to take a stand on
wilderness or development but only reports
what he sees and feels. He understands the
fierce boomerism of many in Alaska's largely transient population: a chance to make it
in a virgin land, where you and not they
make the rules.
The problem is, when there aren't any
rules, the game gets mighty rough on the
environment. It seems that we are playing
the Alaska Game with the same cast of
characters we used in the Appalachian
Game in 1750 and the Western Game in
18 so: those independent loners who
become claustrophobic if they can see a
neighbor's cabin smoke, who are masters of
every skill except that of preventing their
land from eroding into sterile nothingness
in five years' time.
McPhee graphically describes this process :
''When you drive along an old back road in
the Lower Forty Eight and come upon a yard
full of manufactured debris, where auto
engines hang from oak limbs over dark tarry
spots on the ground and fuel drums lean up
against iron bathtubs near vine-covered
automobiles that are rusting down into the
soil, you have come upon a fragment of
Alaska. The people inside are Alaskans who
have not left for the North" (p. 58).
That some of Alaska will be ''developed''
is as sure as the midnight sun . Exactly how
much and by whom is the question McPhee

not so much poses as tosses lightly into the
reader's mind . He plays Devil's advocate
with John Kauffman, member of the National Park Service study team (and a good
friend of McPhee's) by questioning preservationist demands: ''Why do all you
sneakerfaces, you ecocentrics, think you
need so much of it? Why do you need 8o
million acres?" (p . 13 8). And Kauffman effectively replies: ' 'There is a need for a place
in which to lose yourself, for more space
than you can encompass. It is not sufficient
just to set aside sights to see. We need
whole ecosystems, whole ranges, whole
watersheds. We're going to have to live in
close harmony with the earth. There's a lot
we don't know. We need places where we
can learn how . . . . A sense of spaciousness
has shaped the character of this country. We
don't want to let that sense entirely
pass . . . . This is the last big piece of
mountain wilderness we have left. First it
was the Appalachians, then the Rockies,
then the Sierra Nevada .. . . This is
America's ultimate wilderness; it goes no
farther . This is our last opportunity to provide, admittedly in a contrived way, the
chance to go adventuring in a country so
wild that valleys and mountains are without
names" (p. 138-139).
And so it is still our last chance . Thanks
in part to the publicity generated by the
publication of Coming into the Country in
1976, the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act, which doubled the land
area in National Parks and tripled the size
of wilderness areas , was signed into law in
1980. However, the integrity of these lands
is by no means guaranteed under the present administration . Therefore, this reviewer
suggests that you take your s 37 . 5o, spend
s 3. so on the complete version of Coming
into the Country and donate the remaining
s34.oo to the environmental organization of
your choice, thereby avoiding conspicuous
consumption and doing your bit for the
wilderness .
P.J. Ryan

P.]. ' 'Thunderbear'' Ryan, National Park
Service htston(m at john Muir National
Histone Site in Martinez, Calzfornia, ts currently on leave from hts post to conduct research on john Muir 's travels.
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF NATIVE AMERICAN WRITERS, 1772-1924· By Daniel F.

Littlefield, Jr. and james W. Parens.
(Metuchen: The Scarecrow Press, 1981.
Native American Bibliography Series, No.
2. xvii + 343 pp., index. SI9 ·95)·
The sustained interest in the North
American Indian is attested to in part by the
continuous and increasing publication of
literature on the subject. In recent years the
efforts of bibliographers such as Frederick J.
Dockstader, Jack W. Marken, George Peter
Murdock and Timothy]. O'Leary, Francis
Paul Prucha, Dwight L. Smith and Imre
Sutton among others have identified literally tens of thousands of published writings.
The Indian Historian Press endeavors to
keep track of currently appearing literature
in its annual Index. The Newberry Library
has an open-ended bibliography series, with
some two dozen already published, devoted
to culture areas, individual tribes, and contemporary and historical issues.
Continuing in a substantial manner to
identify and make an inventory of what is
already available, the Scarecrow Press has
launched the Native American Bibliography Series under the editorship of]ack W.
Marken. The Littlefield-Parins Biobibliography is the second in this series.
This volume has a very precisely defined
coverage. It identifies writings in English by
Indians of the United States published
within the years 1772-1924· The terminal
date was selected to coincide with passage of
the Citizenship Act of 1924. A ' 'Native
American'' is one who had tribal affiliation
or who maintained tribal ties and was accepted by his contemporaries as an Indian.
While Littlefield and Parins have identified 4, 371 items, a quite substantial
number, they insist their efforts mark "only
the beginning of a thorough examination of
the subject,'' especially as newspapers and
other resources become more accessible (p.
vii). They exclude publications in Indian
languages, Spanish, French, and possibly
others . This may be regrettable to some,
but we hope it will challenge others to make
similar contributions by searching out nonEnglish language items.
The English-language output itself is
ample testimony to the literary capacity of
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Indians. It is a measure of the acculturation
process of formerly non-literate peoples who
expressed themselves in what to them was a
foreign language. Their writings reflect the
general literary standards of the day. They
also contain evidence of the social, cultural
and racial backgrounds of their authors.
They register the impact of changing federal
policy and attitudes of the American people
towards Indians, ranging from confrontation, removal, assimilation, coexistance, to
·other approaches. The Indian perspective in
these matters in invaluable.
The contents of this volume are packaged for maximum utility. Authors are
listed alphabetically from B.K. Adair to
Susie Yupe, and their works chronologically. Tribal designation is made for each
author. Each entry is identified by category,
such as drama, fiction, letter, myth, nonfiction, prose, poetry, sermon and translation into English.
A section on biographical notes comprises about a third of the book. Besides the
usual subject index there is an index of
writers by tribal affiliation. Cherokee leads
the rest with 299 authors.
This volume richly deserves full status as
a standard reference work on the American
Indian.
Dwight L. Smith
Miami University of Ohio

Dwight L. Smith, Professor of History at
Miami University of Ohio, is a specialist in
the field of bibliography and has done
noted work on various aspects of western
North America.
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF NORTH AMERICAN RAILROADING: rso YEARS OF
RAILROADING IN THE UNITED
STATES AND CANADA. By Freeman

Hubbard. (New York: McGraw-Htll Book
Company, 198r. 377 pp., tllus., index.
S39 ·95)·
The life style of railroads, their purposes, achievements, foibles and the men
and women who operated them fascinate a
growing number of outsiders (and some insiders, too). Collectively, these aficionados
are known as "railfans."
The love of trains and tales about them
began sometime in an undefined era, but

certainly the resumption of the popular
Razlroad Magazine some fifty years ago is
one milestone. As editor of this magazine
for thirty-six years, Freeman Hubbard carried the light which guided railfans through
legends of heroes as well as through the
intricacies of flimsies, superheaters and
crossing frogs. One of the regular features of
Railroad Magazine was the question and
answer section where a wide variety of railroad questions were examined and explained.
Freeman Hubbard died last summer at
the age of 87 leaving a legacy of several
books on railroading as well as his work as
magazine editor. His latest and by far the
most ambitious is his ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
NORTH AMERICAN RAILROADING.
In this book one can find a capsule
history of the Milwaukee Road, the Santa
Fe, the Lackawanna and many others .
Legendary characters, from train robbers to
heroes, are the subjects of brief biographies.
Locomotive classifications, electrification,
the Johnson Bar (a steam locomotive reverse
lever) and the part that the Baltimore and
Ohio played in the rescue of victims after
the Johnstown Flood are explained and
recorded.
Because Hubbard was .based in New
York City, it is not surprising that the selection of events and places is geographically
weighted toward the Atlantic Coast and the
book lacks references to major events along
the Western front. In discussing train holdups, nothing is said about the famed Verdi
train robbery and, for unexplained reasons,
the Virginia and Truckee Railway receives
only scant mention while the obscure
Ludlow and Southern commands several
paragraphs. Other important short line railroads in the West are conspicuous by their
absence; undoubtedly space limitations dictated many omissions.
Regrettably, there are countless errors of
place names, dates and facts which places
the general credibility of this book under
suspicion. This condition is particularly disturbing in view of Mr. Hubbard's remark in
the preface that informed outsiders checked
it for accuracy before it went to press.
The purposes of this book are laudatory
and, were it conscientiously and properly revised and corrected, it would be an in-

valuable source of Americana. We hope
that the McGraw-Hill Book Company, long
noted for accurate technical works, will
restore its good name and honor the contribution of Freeman Hubbard by reissuing
the book in a more reliable form .
David F. Myrick
David F. Myrick is a specialist in American
railroading history and has written
numerous books on the subject including
Railroads of Nevada and Eastern California,
and Railroads of Arizona.

COWBOY COOKBOOK . By Verne
Carlson. (Los Angeles: Sonica Press, P. 0.
Box 42720, 90042, 198r. 153 pp ., biblio., zllus., index. $12 .95).
This reviewer has a fair collection of
cowboy cookbooks, and most of them paint
a drab picture of culinary excellence on the
range. Not so in Verne Carlson's new Cowboy Cookbook published by Sonica Press of
Los Angeles.
Carlson introduces strange and wonderful new dishes: Pooch and Corny Pooch,
Sucamagrowl, Splatter Dabs, Soogan Steak,
Hunkydummy, Lumpy Dick . .. and many
more just as colorful. If this book had no
other value than as a dictionary of cowboy
terms, it would be richly collectable . But
t~e ~1m-sounding recipes are only a begmmng.
His first chapter provides a concise
historical explanation of the four main cattle drive trails, how they came to be, where
they went (including an excellent map),
and the problems involved .
Of course Charles Goodnight (cofounder of the Goodnight-Loving Trail up
through New Mexico and Colorado) receives
his share of glory as father of the first chuckwagon. There's a well-illustrated three-page
description of the traditional chuckwagon,
and Carlson's straightforward clean writing
style catches the flavor:
A large tub known as a wreck pan was used to
collect the eatin' irons when the cowhands
finished their meal. Cook merely poured in
the hot water, added bar soap, and washed
'em up. Incidentally, anyone on the trail who
was invited to 'set a spell and spoon up' never
paid for his meal. To ask or offer to pay was
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an insult. But the person, whether millionaire , outlaw or saddlebum , was expected
to help dry the dishes. And he did!

The Cowboy Cookbook has chapters on
"Stocking the Chuckwagon" and "Types
of Pans and Irons" plus "Measurements"
and "Methods of Cooking. " These contain
invaluable information rarely if ever seen
elsewhere, such as size and contents of
various Dutch ovens, best types for campfires vs. home stoves, etc. How many of us
know that a' 'yaffle' ' is an armful? Or that a
"fardle" is one-fourth of an armful?
Carlson has put accurate measures to trail
terms: a "gob" (1 tsp. ), a "bit" (3/4 tsp.),
"bitty" (1/z tsp. ), "passle," "pittance"
and "dib," and more.
The author adds tidbits of fascinating
culinary history. Some few historians may
know that, just after the Civil War, Arbuckle Brothers Coffee captured the
western market by their invention of a
roasted coffee bean sugar-egg white coating
which preserved freshness . Few are likely
aware that today the only coffee sold with
an Arbuckle heritage is Yuban (originally
called Yuletide Banquet).
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Recipe chapters cover the expected: Meat,
Biscuits, Dumplings, and Corncakes, Beans
and Chili, Tomatoes (which because of their
popularity with cowboys get seven pages!),
Rice, Potatoes and Desserts. Salads are out
because as Carlson states, cowboys considered salad to be "rabbit food." Recipes
are short and easy to follow. They make this
an excellent camp cookbook, and they are
equally good in the kitchen. Foods reflect
the nineteenth-century American West's
heritage of heartiness.
This reviewer's only criticism is that
origins of the recipes are not footnoted well.
It would be both fun and valuable to know
where each recipe came from and how
Verne Carlson found it. He is vague. " I
found it in an Idaho library, in a locallywritten account of a round-up of r896," is
an example . What library? Whose account?
For the historian, lack of footnotes
diminishes the book's reference value.
Moreover, I'd like to know more about his
digging through archives and ''talking with
old-timers and cowboys." He does include
a short list of books for further reading but
it is not shown as a bibliography.
Theatre folk say "Always leave 'em
wanting more!" Verne Carlson's Cowboy
Cookbook does just that. In addition to being a must for any culinary history col. lection, this book would be a zinger for any
newlywed who has a "meat and potatoes
spouse ." It's an excellent addition to cowboy literature, and both western buffs and
outdoor cooks will enjoy every word.
Samuel P. Arnold

Samuel P. Arnold settled in Denver, Colorado, coming out of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and Yale University, and has
never been the same. Glory be. Western
food and diet through history became his
avocation. Denver was blessed by The Fort
restaurant which he buzit and made
famous, and half the world has seen his
cookery program on television and bought
his best-selling FRYING PANS WEST.

PACIFIC BOOKSHELF
Concise reports on interesting publications

LOCAL HISTORY
The Yaqui Indians of Sonora have resisted
pressure from the Spanish and Mexicans to
assimilate. The story of Yaqui opposition is well
told in Evelyn Hu-DeHart, Missionaries, Miners
and Indians: Spanish Contact with the Yaqui
Nation of Northwestern New Spain, 1533 -1820
(University of Arizona Press, Tucson, 1981. IS 2.
pp., I9-9s).
Recent volumes on Nevada history include a
reprint of that indefatiguable historian, compiler
and writer, Hubert Howe Bancroft. His History
of Nevada, 1540 -1888 (University of Nevada
Press, Reno, 1981. xix + 347 pp., s8 .oo) is now
available in a compact paperback format at a
reasonable price. Fred Holabird and Jack Haddock have inventoried bottle collections in
Nevada, looking for bottles embossed in the
state. The results of their research are published
in The Nevada Bottle Book (Fred Holabird and
Jack Haddock , 14040 Perlite Drive, Reno,
Nevada 89sn, 1981. 76 pp. s8 .9s). The numerous illustrations are worth the price of the book .
From the Pacific Northwest come several recent books . Snoqualmie Pass is the lowest pass
across the Cascade mountains in Washington
and has a long history of human use. Yvonne
Prater, a native of Ellensburg and a regular
traveler of the pass, has written a delightful, loving, factual history , Snoqualmie Pass: From Indian Tratl to Interstate (The Mountaineers , 715
Pike Street, Seattle, Washington 98101, 1982.. 176
pp. , S7 -9s)- The Cascades have been loved by
many, but few have written of them so well as
William 0 . Douglas. His classic account, Of
Men and Mountains, has been reprinted in
paperback for all who cherish Douglas' insights
into the wilderness (Seattle Book Company,
P.O . Box 92.54, Seattle, Washington 98109 ,
1981. xiv + 338 pp. , S7 -9S)·

In the style of old, invaluable county histories ,
the Crook County (Oregon) Historical Society
has produced a delightful history of their central
Oregon county. The many family histories add a
particular charm, especially since so many
women are included. And there are profuse illustrations and photographs. (Crook County
Historical Society, Prineville, Oregon, 1981. 304
pp., no price).
On the seaward coast of Vancouver Island is
Clayoquot Sound, first settled by white Canadians in 1908. Many early settlers are still telling
tales of the early days . Bob Bossen has captured
the sights and sounds in Settling Clayoquot, No.
33 in the Sound Heritage Series published by the
Provincial Archives of British Columbia (Sound
and Moving Image Division, Provincial Archives
of British Columbia, Victoria, B.C., 1981. iv +
76 pp., S2..so).
The Alaska Northwest Publishing Company
works very hard to publish as many books about
Alaska as possible. The publishing house is to be
commended for its efforts ; perhaps we need
similar publishing houses in other states to
record the history of each state. For instance,
Ohioan E.T. Barnette became an Alaskan
pioneer and the founder of Fairbanks. He has
found his biographer in Terrence Cole. Fans of
western individualism will thoroughly enjoy
Cole 's E. T. Barnette: The Strange Story of the
Man Who Founded Fairbanks (Alaska Northwest
Publishing Company , Box 4-EEE Anchorage,
Alaska 995 09, 1981. ix + 163 pp ., S7-9s)- The
Alaska Almanac (1982. edition) contains all the
facts you may want to know about the 49th state
and then some additional facts. It's a handy
digest for your reference shelf put together by
the editors of Alaska Magazine, The Mzlepost,
The Alaska journal and Alaska Geographic
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(Alaska Northwest Publishing Company, Anchorage, Alaska, 1981. 173 pp., s4.95). Archie
Satterfield, in love with Alaskan history, folklore
and legend, has added a new title to his list of
credits . The Alaska Airlines Story is an enthralling, factual account of the men, machines and
companies who flew Alaskan skies over the years
and helped create and enlarge Alaska Airlines
(Alaska Northwest Publishing Company , Anchorage, Alaska, 1981. xv + 2.07 pp. , $12..95).

The color photographs and maps are enough to
urge one to buy Alaska National Interest Lands.
Celia Hunter and the staff of Alaska Geographic
have edited a marvelous volume of history and
contemporary data on the D-2. lands set aside as
national parks, wildlife refuges, forests, and wild
and scenic lands. This is a bargain at S14 .95!
(Alaska Northwest Publishing Company, Anchorage , Alaska, 1981. 2.40 pp ., S14.95).

CALIFORNIA
Cyril Magnin , a native San Franciscan and enthusiastic supporter of the arts in his city , is the
founder of the Joseph Magnin stores . With Cynthia Robins , he has now written his autobiography, Call Me Cyril (McGraw-Hill Book
Company, New York, N .Y. , 1981. xvii + 308
pp . , $!2. .95)·
The Coachella Valley Historical Society has
published a delightful , fascinating collection of
stories and memories of the area in the January
1982. edition of The Periscope (Coachella Valley
Historical Society, P.O . Box 59 5, Indio, California992.02., 1982.. i + vpp. , s3. 5o). This volume
contains some very interesting information on
the early date industry of California.
The history of Death Valley is further illuminated by William ]. Wallace and Edith
Wallace in Digging into Death Valley's History:
Three Studies in Historic Archeology (Acoma
Books, P.O. Box 4 , Ramona, California , 1981. v
+ 55 pp. , S4-75). The Wallaces give detailed information on the Wildrose charcoal kilns , the
Eagle borax works and the Harmony borax
works.
Stereographs provided many hours of recreation over the years . Peter E. Palmquist has compiled a history of the company and list of the
stereoscopic views published by Lawrence and
Houseworth ! Thomas Houseworth & Co: A
Unique View of the West, r86o-r886 (National
Stereoscopic Association , Columbus , Ohio,

1980. x + 150 pp. , $2.2..95). Lawrence and
Houseworth were San Francisco photographers
and most of their work covered sundry aspects of
western life.
In 1893 journalist Hu Maxwell published an
account of Chris Evans, John Sontag and George
Sontag and their many crimes. After Chris Evans
escaped from prison, Maxwell wrote newspaper
stories of his subsequent escapades . Now all of
Maxwell's writings on the team of criminals have
been reprinted along with an historical update in
Evans and Sontag: The Famous Outlaws of
Calzfomia (Fresno City and County Historical
Society and Tulare County Historical Society,
1981. Order from Panorama West Books , Box
4647, Fresno, California 97344· xiv + 2.6 3 pp.,
$12..00 ).
Francis]. Weber has devoted years to compiling and editing documents regarding the early
missions of California. Thus, he adds to our
knowledge of the Spanish-Mexican heritage. His
most recent volumes are The Laurelwood Mzssion: A Documentary Hzstory of Santa Clara de
Asis and Mission in the Sierras: A Documentary
Hzstory of San Antonio de Padua (order from
Dawson's Book Shop , 535 N . Larchmont, Los
Angeles, California 90004, S14. oo and s16.oo
respectively). Both have been published under
the auspices of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles .
Mission fans will find the books welcome additions to their libraries .

WESTERN LITERATURE
Among the many Englishmen who visited the
American frontier to observe the inhabitants was
Rudyard Kipling. His description of the
American West was first published in 1891 and
has now been reprinted . Arrell M. Gibson has
written a fine introduction to Kipling 's
American Notes (University of Oklahoma Press,
Norman, Oklahoma, 1981. xvii + 173 pp .,
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S9 .95).
Two recent reprints of Jack London's works
will delight his fans and add to our knowledge of
the famed California author. One of London's
greatest collectors, James Sisson III, has edited
articles in Jack London in ''The Aegzs '' (Star
Rover House , 306 uth Street, Oakland, California 94607, 1981. xlv + 87 pp. , no price). The

new edition of john Barleycorn: Alcoholic
Memoirs includes the original illustrations and
an afterword by James B. Hall (Western Tanager
Press, m1 Pacific Avenue , Santa Cruz, California
9so6o, 1981. 363 pp . , 57·9S) ·
Among the writings of California poet Joaquin Miller is a novel, Life Amongst the Modocs:
Unwritten History, first published in 1873. Now
reprinted, Alan Rosenus has added an introduction documenting Miller's years in northern
California (Urion Press, P.O. Box 2.244, Eugene,

Oregon 97402., 1982.. xxxix + 400 pp., 57·9S)·
The Ahsahta Press of Boise State University
has continued its program of publishing modern
and contemporary poets of the American West.
Each year three volumes are issued in soft-bound
editions. During 1981, the poems of New Mexican Leo Romero, Agua Negra, and of Utahan
David Baker, Laws of the Land, were published
(Ahsahta Press, Boise State University, Boise,
Idaho, 1981. lv + 42. pp . and vii + s s pp., 52. . so
each).

PEOPLE AND PLACES
One of the outstanding books on Billy the Kid
has been reprinted. Ramon F. Adams spent his
life writing about cowboys, outlaws and Texas,
and his books are classics. His A Fitting Death
for Bzlly the Kid is a must for libraries (University
of Oklahoma Press, Norman, Oklahoma, 1960.
Second printing, 1981. ix + 310 pp . Hardcover
514 ·9S· paperback 57·9S)· One of the most
popular women in American history is Annie
Oakley. A new, short , illustrated biography has
been published by Isabelle S. Sayers, Annie
Oakley and Buffalo Bzll's Wzid West (Dover
Publications , Inc., 180 Varick Street, New York,
N.Y. 10014, 1981. ii + 89 pp., 5s .oo). The
volume also includes material on rwentiethcentury movies and plays about Oakley's life.
The Buffalo Bill Historical Center, the Brooklyn
Museum and the Carnegie Institute Museum of
Art have combined to present an exhibition,
"Buffalo Bill and the Wild West ." The profusely illustrated catalog includes articles by Vine
Deloria, Jr., Howard R. Lamar, Leslie A. Fiddler
and others (The Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn,
New York, 1981. 96 pp., 51L9S· Distributed by
the University of Pittsburg Press).
In 1S43 Fray Bartolome de las Casas became
bishop of Chiapas, New Spain. A defender of Indian rights against the Spanish conquest, he
brought to his Central American post knowledge
based on years of work in the New World. In Las
Casas As a Bishop (The Library of Congress,
Washington, DC, 1981. xlvii + 41 pp., no price).
Helen Rand Parish has edited a long letter by las
Casas written shortly after his appointment,
which she says throws new light on his work as
bishop .
George Rutledge Gibson journeyed to Santa
Fe and Chihuahua in 1846 with the American
military forces . A year later while returning to
Santa Fe and then to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,
Gibson kept journals of his travels and the people and country he saw. Two sections not
previously published have been edited by Robert
W. Frazier and published as Over the

Chihuahua and Santa Fe Trazls, 1847-1848:
George Rutledge Gibson's journals (University
of New Mexico Press , Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1981. xii + m pp . , 57·9S)·
Another volume in the history of Robertson's
Colony in early Texas has been published.
Although some narrative history is included , the
volume is primarily documents relating to the
colony, compiled and edited by Malcolm D .
McLean. Papers Concerning Robertson's Colony
in Texas, Volume VIII, November, 1833, to
September, 1834 (University of Texas at Arlington, Arlington, Texas, 1981. 6o8 pp .,
52.S .oo).

The battle on Little Big Horn Creek was but
one incident in the Sioux Wars of the late nineteenth century. Another was the battle of Slim
Buttes which has found a narrator in Jerome A.
Greene, Slim Buttes, 1876: An Episode of the
Great Sioux War (University of Oklahoma Press,
Norman, Oklahoma, 1982.. xvi + 192. pp . ,
512.·9S) ·

Montana Vistas by Robert R. Swartout, Jr. , is a
collection of essays on various aspects of Montana
history. Topics covered include early Chinese settlers, women and suffrage, the marketing of buffalo bones, blacks in Helena, land, vigilantes,
and the Gallatin Valley . Intended as supplementary reading for history courses, the essays provide interesting sidelights on the Big Sky state.
(University Press of America, P.O. Box 19101 ,
Washington, DC 2.0036, 1981. x + 2.82. pp.,
hardcover, 52.1. so, paperback 5u.oo).
Americans have long been a touring people
and the automobile gave them increased mobility at cheaper prices. Among the industries to
develop out of auto touring is that of the lodging
places which serve the motoring public. In
Americans On the Road: From Autocamp to
Motel, 1910-1934 , Warren]. Belasco tells the
story of roadside overnight services (MIT Press ,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1979. xi + 2.12. pp.,
paperback, 56.9s).
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MISCELLANY
In Dark and Dashing Horsemen, Stan Steiner
investigates the role of horses and horsemen
throughout history. This very readable book
lacks depth for scholars but has some interesting
information (Harper and Row, San Francisco ,
California, 1981. xvii + 173 pp., 513 . 50).
Military history has many followers and many
interpretations. A new volume attempts to
analyze the wars of the United States from a .
religious point of view - was each a crusade, a
just war or an exercise in pacificism? Ronald A.
Wells has edited essays by eight historians: The
Wars of America: Christian Views (William B.
Eerdsman Publishing Company, 2.5 s Jefferson
Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1981. viii +
2.39 pp ., 59 ·95)·
Jerome 0. Steffen has been concerned for
years about the narrowness of historians of the
American frontier. He and others at the University of Oklahoma have worked to include
scholars from other disciplines and historians of
other geographic areas in symposia and conferences on the nature of the frontier. The
American West: New Perspectives, New Dimensions is pan of their effort, and includes a
geographer and a psychologist among the
authors of this collection of essays. It is good
reading for those interested in the concepts of
frontier and western history (University of
Oklahoma Press, Norman, Oklahoma, 1979 . xi
+ 2.38 pp ., hardcover, 514.95, paperback,
56 .95).
Already post-World War II America is a major
subject field for historians, many of whom have
lived through the period. James Gilbert has written an interpretation of those years, Another
Chance: Postwar America, 1945-1968 , which will
interest those who lived through the years of
change and those who look back with nostalgia.
(Temple University Press, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1981. x + 308 pp . , 517.95).
Manning Clark, historian and Australian, has
undertaken to write a multi-volume history of
the "land down under." Volume V of his

History of Australia narrates the change from
colony to commonwealth and is aptly subtitled
The People Make the Laws, r888 -19I5
(Melbourne University Press, Melbourne,
Australia, 1981. xv + 448 pp . , 54o.oo . Order
through ISBS, Box 55 5, Forest Grove, Oregon
97u6). Australia and the United States have not
only a common language but also similar
histories, economies and problems. Dennis
Laurence Cuddy, in Contemporary AustralianAmerican Relations (Century Twenty-One
Publishing, P.O. Box 8, Saratoga, California
95070, 198r. vii + 138 pp. 512..95) discusses current connections between the countries with emphasis upon business and defense .
As would be expected, the American Heritage
Publishing Company has produced another fine
book on American history. Joseph L. Thorndike
has edited this volume covering architects from
Charles Bulfinch and Thomas Jefferson through
Eliel and Eero Saarinen : Three Centun:es of
Notable American Architects (American
Heritage Publishing Company, New York,
N .Y., 1981. 348 pp . , 539·95) ·
Play It Again: Historic Board Games You Can
Make and Play by Asterie Baker Provenza and
Eugene F. Provenzo, Jr., will provide many
hours of fun and challenge. The authors give
directions for making pieces and boards , along
with playing rules and instructions, for seventeen
different board games plus variations on the
most common forms . Histories of the games are
also included (Prentice-Hall, Inc. , Inglewood
Cliffs, New Jersey, 1981. xii + 2.43 pp., hardcover, 516.95, paperback, 57·95)·
Written in an informative and immensely
readable style, Career Opportunities for
Historians provides students of history with a
panorama of options for pursuing a career outside the traditional realm of college teaching.
This collection of essays illustrates the great
diversity of professional opportunities available
to imaginative and well-trained historians (Phi
Alpha Theta, Department of History, Washington State University, Pullman, Washington ,
1981. 67 pp., 55.00 ).

PERIODICALS
Two new periodicals have appeared recently . A
local interest magazine, Sierra Hen"tage, concentrates on Placer, Nevada and ElDorado counties
of California. It includes interesting articles on
the people, places and history of the Sierra counties as well as excellent photographic reproductions (El Toyon Ltd. P.O. Box 494, Auburn,
California 95603. One year 57.oo). A new idea
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and certainly an advantage to collectors and
museums is Museum Publications. This regularly
issued publication , combines all titles published
by various Canadian and American museums
and art galleries, including exhibition catalogs.
(Museum Publications, 8 Rowland Court,
Hampton Bays, New York u946) .

